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. Albminum pam..ed tn-es and’ slcelf sides r*leam in the .xmh‘,ht as a massive, s;lck-'
and span giant of the rails awaits at Dsnver's fine . Umon Stc.tion to .xlusk us_away tc
t,-e wonders of the Roral Gor{;e and the roof of the werld
= txaln takes us .in ;ancy over the "Scenlc -Line of, tLe .Iorlu" K
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SFT As thé lest urvpa rations are bein" made, we'd 1liks 1o t c.a feu_,mlnutes out anﬂ
express a few words of appreciation to the ever-widening circle of friehds amd’ well |
. wishers who have been making all of our clubdb ac1;1v1tles £0 hzghly interes ting an?
.saccessful. To Mr. Nerger of the Union Pacific and Mr, Sagstetter of. the  Rio Grandc ‘
for makiny possible our highly K interecting and 1n.>truct1vo field trlps to the P'allmar‘-’?*"
-.and Burnham shons of their respective.roads; to Mr. Re V. Codzen and Mr. C. V. Harshaw, e
~ Agents of the C3&Q-at Brush for shot’ing us all the intricacies of the longest.installa<,
 tion of =utomatic train control in tue world; to Hr. Lawrenco, Tunnel Watchman at East-
Portal for erplaining all the details of the ,!offat Tunnel ventilatmg 'r_slant' and. t(\ 3_{
literelly dozens of other ,rall:oad men who have, made it possible-for our members, boti> -7
in groups and sinzly, to pursue -our. fase:matmb ho‘tnhy.‘~ saybe % 1t's Just .good ol&~»~-,
western hospitelity, but whatever it is, we could use. up a great’ many pages “describing = *
all the holp o have received in our efforts to find out .vhat makes the v'heels.,go }'_,;
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Besnles expressmg our thanks to all our : oot 'ralli'oad lv'iends who Have helped us. »_-_ ‘
so much, we'd like to tihenk those who nake au’ohcatlon of the “Railroader" possible,’. f.*}
esvecially Miss Swanson, whose mimeographing ‘needs no. furtuaer coment, eand the” Happy‘,, “n
Home Bakery for their co-operation. (B the way, those Hep.:r Home cekes do taste sim-"

?ly crand, so keep an eye open for the yellow bakery waﬁon that comes by your .house.i

Finally, your EZditor wishes to express persoual thanks to the other members - of 7 -the- ~,-
Bulletin Commttee, Dick. Km ig and Lester Iozue for their ind xsaensfble co—o’)eratlon. 2e S

It's time for our soeclel to leave now, and as the no"'erﬁzl exhaust blests tell = ;S
uc we are settling down fcr the long pull to Palmer Loke, we nave an oprortunity’ to -:‘,.1
-let our minds wancéer back over the months since we ran our first 1ittle special
on a ythical tri) over the Union Paclfxc. we'll be seeing “lantj more of the Denver™

& Rio Grande Vestern in our feature artlcle this trlo, vhen we pay our tribute to "The ~ "—"

.

“Beby Railroad Thet Grew Op"e .- 7 - . . - “; N . Lo
_ L CWB NEWS ... ne pest 3% vorih in Colorado. = ~ - -
That the "railroads of the °.ock:r L‘hirtv-tvo cents 1sn't ver' ek money,in '\.,"
Nountains present a _ fascinating snd  fact it's sli_hitly more ther the price; of -~
thrilling panorama of interest for all of tuvo packaces of cirerettes. Yet that is - I°
us who are fortunate enouzn. to be Colo- all it costs tc tzke oné of the finest”rail ~-
rado railfans is_ becoming increasin: iy trips in the waole world. Any day in the -

apparent at every club meeting. One of. year, without heving to meke any special.’
the highlights that forcibly immresses us arran~ements or wait for eny special exeur-< _’—-
with this fact was the showing by iliss sion, it is possibdle ‘to”take a round’ trr,‘x,
Helen KcGraw, at our July rmeeting, of her from. East Portal to west Fortal and “bacl™
'~ moving pictures of a trion over the fampus again, all for only 32¢. On the. OGO&SIOI"_’_ :
" 01d Souath Park narrow gause to lLeadville. of our field tri» to East Portal in June it .-

Everyone who wss present on that occasion was a monentcus erpsrience for a grony o1 -7
. will egree that not only did Miss HcGraw our members some - of whom had never been -
- have a‘mmdant sugply of excellent scenes tnrou\,h the tunrel before, to lecve E..Por-
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CIUB NEWS (Continued)

-t hier disnosal to portray, but that aer
.otosranyy was fully eguel to tlo occa-

;isn. To see again the e&ancient little
.n2ines cnd cars snaking their way
"*o“nd rvriads of curves eas the slim

tr.crs wind over the ruzzed neipghts that
w7111 never egain hear the chuffing of
irre little locomotives, we are convinced
th=t Iliss McGraw hns captured and pre-
served o viste of mountcin rzilroad his-
ter;r of the first nmaznitude. Railrozd
fons who have seen this film shown will

anenimously agree that as for as we're
corncerned, nothing has ever come out of
Hollyrwood to courpare with it.

Other railfzn groups mi<ht proiote
rcre =nC longer excursions than we iave
to date, out we cen  safely Hroclam to
the whole dog-zore worlc that our excur-
sicn.. over the ii&PP on Av., 27 reached
the very '"peak" of 211 such excursions,
octh literally onc fi,arativoly specking

Yes, sir, 14,110 Ft. avove sea-lovel can
szfely be cleained as the hishest point

avor recched by an or3znized railfan ern-
cursion. Sort of makes us throw out ouvr
ciiests znd remind ourselves hiow fortun-
~te we cl11 are to live here in the Ilock-
iess Tne chortered stecm trcin  thot
czrried that grovp of our nembers to the
tos of 2ike's Peck rec2lls one of our
ecrliest o2ims tact covld be very ser-
iously considered ct this tine by our
club, That 1is the developynent of =2
sticker for use on corresvondence, show-
inzs 2 2izture of er MNAPP stean train.
The result to dete of our indivi-
d"zl =nd co-cverative ressarcix into the
zilroads of the Rockies has irmpressed
ts zll very seriously witl: one imjorton

fzet, noniely that the material we hove
=t hend 1is sc inexherstible that in
wite of ell cxr efforts we have onlyr

scrztclied the surfece, so escin we ez-
terd our heartiest invitation to &ll
fens  who zre intcerested in reilroading
on tie recof of tke worlé to join ud with
use. Dven if rou havent enytiing to con-
tribate, you'rc elwors -zelcoms  Jjust to
coms znd listen, =z our old tinmers
~re well worth 1listerning to. Doat for-

zet the time :nd »lece, 8:00 P, ., the
seconQ wednesizy” of ecch month, in the

suction Room of the Union Pecific
Frsi ht Derot,1Cth & (inkoop St., Denvexn
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Fistcry tells us thzt the ide:z
Gen. willionm P:lmer, the builder of the Ki:
witn o

of ®=ildin~ the Denver
nsas Pzeific, beczne
min sellins 3 vworon lozd of firewood on

-2_,_

32¢ Vorth {Contirucgd;

tzl at 11:19.%he 64 ninutes wzit et V. ror-
t2l Dbefore the arrival of Eastbound
scc.as allto short to enyone <o conrecirt.rs
such masmificent scenery as abotinds at .
Portal, or wio is interestec ir tle glovins
fit:ire of we Portal as a winter sports cen-
ter, as outlined by Mr. Kiliore, D&SL aient
e wonder if all the peodle alonZ the rovte
of the lioffat realize what a DOrosressive
enc wideawsle zsroup of boosters those rail-
roaGars are for the cormunities thiey serve
Some of the best advice we can give our
rezders is tuo next time you go cn a fish-
ins;"trip or wicnic outing to E. Portal, by
all neens teke tiis grand trip. Just 32¢
and 78 ninutes of your tiie, Yon will
probebly be fo:rtunate enouch, as we were.
to ride witih Conductor Holliday. Your
editor has often wondered what it mmst be
like to ride &as an honored rest in th
orivate car cf a railroad »resicent, end e
trip with Conc. Holliday gives one a 5ool
idea of whet it rpmst be like,

Incidenteally, as feature article iz
our next issue, we hope to brinz you a talc
of "2cils To The 1foon'", the story of Dave
toffat =nd the rcilroad that 1is best knowr
by his numec,

TIVE TATSS OF TEL [0CKI1ES

There cre uncdoubtedly rcny of owr nem—
bers ona zcquaint-nces who hove first hené
knorledsse of o wide variety of incidents

tizt would mcke thrilling end fescinatin~
cit>ters in the story of railroading in the
Rockies., Your ecitor would be very zlzu tc
raceive su-_estions and motericl for this
section, which will receive & nronirent
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plcce in future issues of the "Xcilrcoder”
viienever avcileble. If jyou Qlave such ¢
tele in mind, which h=2s zever beer Hud-

lislied before, crd is tynical of mounteiz
railroadin:-, we'd be very 71lad to hezr froo
you. All toles rublisited will cooear under
the contributors ncmee. Just dro> & lire to
Czrl iewett, 2521 rront View Cres., Dcrnver,
or czll GRznd 4256 ‘fny oti:er sugsestions
cr criticisms reg=rdinz our ublicctions
will ©be egucll welcome. Tidis 1is your
p2er, fons, zng we'll trr to earr oul
your wisi:os,.

AL CROT TP

ex.2 Rio Grondée was bem vher
¢n-czed in conversctior

L-rinzer St. in the vi.orous frontier towr
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of Dcnver, The lo2d of wood c'wmie from sed2lis, South of Dernver, =2né from that prosaic

1.d liumble teginning sprang one of the most colorful ané fescinzting pz2noramas of ra2il-
rozd history in the entire 32gz of the ircen troil. Through the years the Rio “Yrznde =2nd
wvolor:do have helped exch other =arow until tol v th:. Gronde is as inseparable from the
wistory of our stute as Pike's Pezk or Grezory's Lizzings, .

Historiczl facts are too well krown to rejuire any great amount of elaboration on
our rzrt., Everyone knows that with Ger, Pzlmer, to think w.s to act. No sooner hed he
corceived the idea of a railroad exteanding South from DLenver than he started looking
zround for ways end meens of puttirg it into effect,

In those da2ys considerable attention wis teing attriacted in the railroad world by
the Lighly successful and profitatle operntion of the Festinios R2ilway in the wild and
ruceed mountninz of Wales. This little pike, with a gauze of 223 inches, was provirg
thet rarrow gauge roilwsys were & practicul solution of the protlem of building trecks
ir mountzirous country where the cost of tuvilding a broz=der g2use would be practicall:
rrohibitive, 2rd General Palmer and his associates were not slow in seizing wupon o
norrow gzuze . idea in projectinz their new railrozd from Denver to liexico City.

Pcorle cmlled it "The Baby R2ilro=d"™ as soon 2s it bezzn to teke form. A gauge o0:
orl; three feet w=s s r=zdical innovetion in an ame when some Amzrican railroads wers
urinz a gzuce 2s wide as six feet, The tendency toward large motive power snd equirmern*
elrecéy beeoming increasingly 2pserent throuszhout the country 2nd by way of contrzc,

tie little Rio Grande trains of four wheeled toxcars, each only twelve feet lonz,
apreered rore like playthings than practicz2l eguipment intended for one of the sternss.
x4 most diffictlt jobs of rsilroz24ing cver attempted anywhere, especially when viewed

agzinst tleir giszntic mount2in backsround

Thincs heprered fast on the e.rly d-y Rio urande, Bitter strutgles with nature whe
resernted the irtrusion of the slim tracks 2nd their tiny trzins in the fzstnesses of the
lordly rfcexies =nd egu2lly bitter strugsles with competing riv:ils in the heydey of rug-
zed individuzlicm., The "Royz=l vorze War™ z2nd tie lifelonz strugsles witn the Colorado
«.1€1land ard the South Park =re orly = few of “2e z2ny old time contests Iroz which the
srasde exerged victorious, It wesn't juzt in order to rrovide arn advertisinz slozz:n
tl=t the Rio vrunde founé its w.y "Trrou-h the Rockies; liot Around Ihem". The commerce
of the FKockies theiselves became .. sufficently v.luacle ofiective to divert the Rio
Sr:zrde tuilders from their oririnzl plan of riiléinz South to liexico City. There wzs
"5013 in thex thet hills™and most ¢ it woulé protably still be there if it were rnot for
the little diamond stacked engines chuflinz 2lon~ their preczerious mount:in trzcks with
@ few cars of ore.

W=t woulé Gener=l Palmer s2y if he could see his "Ri%y Rsiirced” now? He richt te
irteresteé ir stowin~ the quzint little brasc tound ".ontezum2" in the co=l tunker of

Ta<

ore of tke mns:zive but fleet footeé 27C0's and seeing how mucli space 1= left over, The

:ou:ta1rs are ctill there with tneir stumerdous cznyons :ni diczy T tices, but todldsy
tie Gr 3rc° is ”o'““ch of 211 it surveys. ZLZven <=lonz the ocrtiorns of t“e system where
tracks of the criegin=]l slim geu3: still wind over passes 2t tizberline =sltitudes =and
foilow the s=re heririn roadteds 1l2ig o;t bty SGenzral Palner's old  time surveyors the
rod:rn R =32 mesets nzture on evea teras, There's nothins puny or diminctive on the
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TEITOW Azuge on more. It's fFrova un zlone with the rest of the "BEzby Rzilrosl" row,

ks for tho cztznderéd gause m=in lin., well, porh2ps som: timzs thie ~hosts of Gencrzl
P.lmir ené the otrer old timers of the éiam>nd stack d*v- lock in on some of the tit=nic
Aizrlzys ¢l the terrific masnificezce of »erfectly functiniing Ctezm rovwer 'ork_*v at
itr ut~ost ca2recity in such 2 rlace 2s t.e Ezxcle 51vor Canyon. You cen visuzliz the
scerne 1ng time perhaps; 2 titter col?, clear :ri-nt in the de'.? of winter. One o? 1n08¢
richts vhen the stars seem so clozc they seppzur =3 1f ore could hit thex with a sticx,
2ng the zir so still the bark of = éo~ c.n be hizerd five zmiles down the czrnyom. Sulien-
1y tie ~tillness is troken by the shreik of = distunt locormotive whistle, scftezed bt
liztznes 218 the twistin: curve of inters_nin: cz2znron w:ills, The echoes of :h- wnistle
diz awiy to te followed by 2 2int rumtle, slowly  inecreasins to o roar tiiline cf the
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rerié@ approach of three giart locomotives bringinz their long train up the 2% grade. The
roar gfrows louder, occasion=lly muffleé as the erngines successively pass throush tunnelsg
ther 2 louder metallic roar as tie train cros:es a steel trestle. For 2 few riinutes the
exh.ust blasts come in pzrfect unison, smitingz the canyon wills in thunderous fury until
it seems that if any man-mz:de disturbence can shake the grarite crags from their founda-
tions, thic must be it; then a slip of & set of drivers brezks the rhythm and the tlaste
merre into & continuous rosr growing louder 2nd lcuder as the headlight sweepin” around
reverse curves lichts up one snov covered peak after enother, So vivid 1is the scene
that a Jeaf =2nd tlind person could as ecsily identify the occasion as 2nyone else, so
rmuch do the 1l=boring giants shzake thLe earth as they thundsr pest the obeerver. A
trillient flash as e fire-door is opened; sparks dropping into ashpits; the rsttle =2nd
clank of brake gear end reil joints; the squcal of powdircd snow crushed by cold steel;
two m2rker lights fading eway around & curve oi tie conyon <né it is 2one.

Yes, & nocrel Pslmer, your "hibyr Railrozd" kis grown up.
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