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'Clim"b eboard fens. This trip our special taces us, in fency, to. the very ridge-pole

..~"

~ pared for any eventuality. Tho trip over the hunmm- takes 2 nours and 52 minutes, under

. hours (Or a few weeks). The hurrJ never was, the proper -alace for. tho..e nho oan't take
v iten -.-""“"*,z ‘ . T

. tle our nrecanous way around Yankee Doodle Leke, locked in ice and snow nOW, but 1n “

" vious issves of the "Railroader" so we will confme our SumnAry - in thls issue to o
events of the last quarter.-, ST S i N i AT e T T i g TR -:-,_«._V:.:-.-:é:_ S O
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of the continent, over the hijhest railroad pass ever. const:acted in North Amerieas’

Since our specml train only exists in imagination, it makes no difference that part v

of our ,)ournev st be made over. rails ‘that were torn uy over four yeers ego. T
- e "1l stop “at Tolland -on the way up and couple on oehmd ‘the big rotary “end -
"plenty of additional motive power and prepare for a’ battle royal Bas our, tram 1abor- %
lously fishts its way over the frozen wasts of Rollins Pess. o Better oone alonc, ore= f-i',

0"

nomal, favora'ble conditions, but don't bocome cxcited if 70 should be’ dolayod =’ fow -

We'11 rumble over lon‘_,, hl:,h tre.,tles as our train labors up the steen grade- P%

- we'll wind around hairpin curves se sharp we can look out the carriage window and see.- ‘.

the entire train of coaches znd thunderim~ locorotives; we'1l clirb from- one ‘level to

- another until we- lose all count and all sense of d1rect10n~ the exhaust b1a5t° of. our 5

. laboring engines will roar through snow-sheds till we are. almost deefened' we Lt | bat—

- summer, a r_are ‘gem of mountsin veanty, almost coxzrpletely enclrcled by -the rzulroeﬂ; <
the rotary will bore-throuch gigantic snow drifts like a role, nakmb cuts so decp no
lizht comes in the coach windows; 10,000 feet, 11,000, 11,500, and stih we'll keep‘.
climbing until we ‘enter an elaborate layeut of unow—sheds. enclosing a . wye and & -

beanery and the 'bo*f—car station W 1th a. name that thrllls us. Corona, elevetzon 11.660
feet! TEL g A & S e E AT R -
by At Corona we'll cut off a 1e'7‘helper enc 1nes and start down the other 516.9 tnth
 the vast panorame of Midéle Park spread out below us like = huge map; we'll sée” vrlm

places, vwhers trains have been swvept down the mountain side by evalanche.. and -other - ':» 5

trains have been marooned for days by raging winds that would blow them off the track
if they dared to venture along exposed sections; occasionally we'll stop'to cool the -
tortured brake shoes and we'll ke use of the onsortunity to zet: out and USe n;)
another roll of films; we'll s»iral down a comdlete corkscrew and tvi.,t around tnl\we

country and our trip over the hump will be ended, .. ™ : r e

" wonder if evem the train crew knows where we're goings -° - = s 5 TBe
Ir course of time, we'll descend to the worléd of reahty and comparetively level . ,'

_ e can forget all about those martoth snowdrifts on our wa;y back fro-.: Cra1g w‘zen 3
our train crashes over the Vasqquez switch and straizhtens out te plunc,e into_ the % =3
warn, protect1ve depths of the lioffat Tunnel. This time it will enly require 14 min- - -~

utes to nieke the journey tnat rectured hours (Or perhaps wec ) by '*oin{, over the :
. AT =B R
. de wish s;ace would allo.v us to descnbe every foot. of the Denver & Salt Lake in
detail, Unfortunately, we are linited to only a small fraction 6f What we would like. .
to say about its wonders. It is a fine railroad-and no one could pay it a hioLer tr1—
bute then to say it is an irpressive and flttin‘, mn.ment to the crnnd olc ‘nan bv I,
whose name it’'is oop.xlarly called. - Sy Sk
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-At the close of the year that marks the centenarv of the birth of David e Hoffat,\ bl

we take vleasure in presenting our salute to David lloffat and his rezlroed in our fea-l

ture art1cle "Rails To Tre- hoon". on pase 3 of this issne. SRR B g e e %3 ey
- 2 ind o TR P ey - g » o :‘,e;i‘; = ,.;71' i
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1939 has” been ¢ a hl"hly successfnl year for our club. , Vav'ioas h:vhli_,hts of our
activities during the first nine ronths of- the year have been briefly outlined: in’ pre-




Page 2 THZ ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAITROADER
LOCCIIOTIVES OF THE DENVZR & SALT LAXZ RAIL/AY (I0FFAT ROAD)

Class Numbers Cylinders Drivers Pressure wWeight Tract.Force Builder and Dnte

0-60 Type

28 20, 21 19x26 51" 180 132,000 28, 160 Alco, 1903
2-8-0 Type

42 100-102  22x28 57 210 209,500 42, 420 Alco, 1904, 05

44 103-123  22x28 55" 210 219,000 43, 980 Alcc, 1906, 08, 10
2-6-6=0 Type

76 200-211 21&33%ix32 55" 225 362,000 76,400 Alco, 1908, 09, 10

76 212-216 21&53%132 Db 225 361,000 76,400 Alco, 1916 /13
4-6-0 Type

30 300 20x28 63" 200 186,000 30,220 Alco, 1904

33 301 20x28 57" 200 182,000 33,405 Alco, 1905

33 302 20x28 57" 200 189,000 33,405 Alco, 1907

34 303 20x28 63" 205 215,100 34,150 Llco, 1°10
4-40 Type

19 390, 391 18x24 60" 175 108,000 19,280 Pittsburgh, 1899
2-8-2 Type

63 400-407 26x%30 b5 200 295,000 62,700 Lima, 1915

63 408, 409 26x30 55" 200 306,000 62,700 Alcc, 1916

Engines 100-105, 107, Screpped in Hay, 1937
- 390, 391 Oricinally built for Chesapeake Beach R. R. (Scrapped in 1937)
g 210 Destroyed, 1924
- 106, 20, 21 Scrapped 1939

CIUB NEWS (Continued from Pace 1)

It has been a real pleasure to note the large and enthusiastic attendznce at
club meetings, field trips anc excursions. Equally important have heer the abund=rce
c¢i selections of railroadiesna to provide entertzinins and instructive Drozrams. Our
0ld members continue to ettend, ané new ones commence attendinz, for a very good
reczson. They find it well worth while.

To quote an o0ld nlatitude, "Nothinz succeeds like success". We've very definite-
1y sot the ball rclling in a bis way, fans., Now let's keenm it rolling =nd see if we
c=n't do even better in 1940,

Such an outstandinz event as the Decemver meetinz deserves much more than pass-
ing corment. t was a rare treat for a large zroup of our menbers and treir friexnds
to view the fascinating pantrame of mountein reilroading unfolding as iir. Long, of
the D&RGW, showed us the Grende's two fine telking movies "Through The Rocrkies" and .
"Pesert Erpire".

"Through the Rockies" is a mesterniece. Wwith ovr fellow clvd nember, lx. Hest-
wole, veteran engineer who is now retired, at the throttle, the mzinificezt, big 1704
pulls its luxurious train out of Denver to stzrt the spellbound onlookers on = cor
nlete teur of the D&RG.W to Salt Leke City vie the Royal Gerge and tiaen tacx tc Denver
via the Dotserc Cut-off and the lloffat Tunnel. Jide trips on the narrow g=uze ani to
cther points of interest and scenic in the Rio Crende territory are alsc ~rovided.

"Desert Emire" proudly portravs the phenomenel industriel and agricultursl
development of Utah. The Rio Urande properly tekes pride in the achievements of the
Beehive State, having plsyed an outstanding part in helping to mzke the desert bdlocm
like the rose.

We have delsyed publication of this issue in order to Ianclude zn item of corn-
siderzble imortance. That is an account of ocur hishly successful excursicn cver
three Denver street car lines on Dec. 31, their last dey of nperation,.

The abandoned routes are No. 4, No. 72, erxd No. 66. Throuzh the exireme kind-
ress of the Denver Tramway Co., We were not ornly provided with = cer, in ciarge of
lotermer He F, Simmons and Assistant Supt. B. V. Polkinzshorne, but the exntire trin
was actually FRES. "Gentlemen, the car is yours. which route do you want to see
first?" said the genial lir. Polkinghorne who entertained us &t various -oints :itlh
arusing accounts of predicaments encountered vy motormen.

{continued on Page 3)
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CLUE NZ3S (Continued from Page 2)

On 48th Ave., Motorman Simrmons obliginzly stopped and bzcked un the car so we
could have ringside seats to watch two New Yeur celebrants settle their differences
in the street. On our way back from the Stocivards we stonpecd at tiie 48th Ave.
crossover to see the "City of Denver" flash by, crashing over the narrow -auge street
car crossover for perhaps the last time, £ few minutes later we stopped again on
Josephine St. to see another veteran crossover end its usefulness under the roaring
wheels of another fine UP train, tlhe "Pacific Limited".

The Denver Tramvsy srstem is quite an interestin~ organization. ‘e hope to see
mch more of them in our next issue of the "Railroader", when we'll go into deteils.
In the meentime, fans, don't for-et that there are still plenty cf other street car
lines operating in Denver for your convenience and they deserve all the vatronage ve
can give them,

SOMETHING TO REXFIBIR

Since the inception of the "RailroaCer" in June, 193¢, your editor has attem>ted
to carry out one of the objectives we had in mind at the time of our orgunization.
That is to publicize, as irpertially as nossible, all the railroads of the Rocky Moun-
tain region. Each issue features a different railroad. ;

Our lirst issue, starting out in a verr smell way, fcztured the Union Pacifiec,
and only consisted of two pszes. when we fot around te the Rio Grande we were able
to produce elmost four pazes. This issue is even lerjzer, &s we believe such items &s
the roster of D&SL engzines have hitherto beer guite rare zron?; our readers. We also
feel that the memory of David loffat hes been sadly nezlected and that his story
deserves a little extra space,.

/e want our good friends of the Union Pacific to know that we continue to sin-
cerely apreciate their kindness and co-operztion in nlacing their fine big suction
room at our disposal every rmontia for our rmeetin~s. Harry En;leson, travelling
Pzssenger igent, and lr. leyrers, Freizht Agent, made &ll that vossible for us almost
two yezrs aco., In return, let's not forget that, in the finel anzlysis, it isn't
steem or cosl that mskes the locomotive wheels go eround; it reguires revenue, z=nd
plenty of it. Any time we can put in a good word anyvhere for the UP, we know it
will be appreciated,

RAILS TO TEE :DON
Thie Story of David lioffat

"Dave lof-at must be oins crzzy. He cs=n build £ rzilroad to the moon as eesily
s he czn build cne over those mountsins." So szid the skeptics wiien it became knowrm,
eround the turn of the certury, that Davic l!ioffet was making ready to emosrk on his
greatest reilroad pbuilcding venture.

For over thirty yezrs, David lioffat plenned and @reamed of the dgy when he would
tvild & grest railrozd throush the mountains west of Denver, openinz up for develor-
ment the vast cozl fields, timberlands, and livestock rances of liiddle Park and North-
western Coloraco on its wey to Salt Lake City.

The skentics had more then 2 little bit of justification for their doubts cor-
cerning the »racticability of »arts of the prososed route. -~ True enou<h, lounteizn
reilroads in nther parts of Colorado reached terrific heichts as they wound their wey
cver the roof of the ccntinent, but none of the other routes invelved such & direct
frontzl attack on all the massed forces of nature as this new railroac which would
h=ve tc go over the top of the mounteins through Rollins Pass until such & time eas &
lorg tunnel cculd be bored under the Contirnental Divide.

To ever the most casual observer down or the plains the massive snow covered ram-
parts in the vicinity of James Peak anc the Arapshoe Peaks sug-est & formidable and
vnassailasble barrier, not 2lcne becsuse of their height, zrezt thousn: it is, but =lsc
because of climatic conditions prevailin:, there for men’ months every year. £ barren
=nd formidsble terrsir far zbove timberline, where the climute adprcxiaates that cf
the Berren Lands of the Arctic Circle, end the very eerth,incapable of sup-orting
vegetaticn at thet altitude, is riven end in corstant turmwil under the torturin_
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strein of the titanic battle of elements ana becores a treacherous cdemn:n, ready at
any ninute to contemptunously enzulf the psuny efforts of men who would dbring their
steel rails into that forbidden domain. Terrific blizzards batter the hule peaks in
winter., Gathering force as they howl unimreded over the smaller rountain ranges and
confired within the gigantic funnel of iddle Park, they rage and brawl egeinst the
high mountains as they seek to escape through the vortex at Rollins Pass and tear at
the rocky crags as if to blast aside every obstacle to their relentless fury.
fpourmous and fentastic drifts are formed by wind ané snow, growin~ big_er and bigger
until they cen no longer find & foothold and tumble down the jazsed mountain sides in
huge, roaring avelanches of snow and ice and rocks, wining out everything in the pati
of their grindinz cataclysm of merciless destruction.

So muich for the mounteins, Now for a look at the man who set out to meet their
challenge. Perhaps the twenty-one year old lloffat felt that challense as he first
sirhted tie distant stormy peaks beckoning him on to the end of his hazardous twenty-
rnine day journey by rule team from Omaha to the Cherry Creek diggings. Heving al-
ready attracted attention in Omsha by nis business ability, the ambitious young bank
cashier was en.aged by a St., Joseph, Mo., business man to proceed to Denver and npen
1 bookstore in the new Zold town. Wwith two wegonlozds of stock for the new store,
young iboffat arrived in Denver lerch 17, 1860, and lost no time in becoming one of
the mcst nroninent business men in the imfent corrmnity. Althougli the bookstore of
offet & Voolworth grew and prospered at the corner of 15th and larimer St., it was
not long before the younz banker returned to his orisinal profession eanéd beéame one
of the fourders of the First National Bank of Denver. The stories of Davia lioffat's
sterling chzracter; his warm hearted humanity, amd his spotless integrity zre far too
numerous to mention here. One of the West's greatest empire builders, he was was
eglso one of its: finest gentlemen. :

A contemmptuous remark by a visiting ®astern railroad official launched David
loffet on his first railroed building enterprise. The Dpioneer rasilroad builders were
2ll cerefully avoidiny the Coloraco mountzins in surveyin: their routes to the west
end seereéd in no hurry to nrovide rail service to the growinggold campe. Among the
most sctive of the Coloradans vho were agitetinz for rsilroad connecticns with the
cutside world was David loffat. Stung by tie remark "Denver is too édead to bury",
e retorted "Uco dead tc bury?' we'll build our own reilroadsi" Llways true to his
word, =nc nct civen to idle boasting, the Denver Pacific Zezilroad & Telegranh Co, was
formed November 11, 1867, with David lioffat as one of the directors. Or June 15,
1870, the first locomotive to enter Cclorzgo pulled it's train into Deanver, If ever
a locomotive bore a fittinz name it-was that one--the"D-vid H, lbffat",

The nemes of the railroads which David llbof.et was instrumental in ouilding abound
in the romence of pioneer rountain reilroadins. Denver, Pouth Park & Pacific; Boulder
Valley Roed; Golden, Bovlder & Caribou end Lenver & New Orleans, Just to mention a
few of the fampus cld »ikes that ere now fading awgy into oblivion. The fazet that
they =re now =211 gone reflects no discredit on the business ecumen of locffat end their
cther builders. On the ccrirery, at the time of their construction they were hishly
crofitzble end useful extercrises. The roaring ectivity of the mining camps crezted
& furious demend for rzilrcads et any nrice and in the face of any obstucles. llonzy
Tlowed like wcter in those dzys. Ilinina and smelting methods in vse at that time re-
guired heaulizs immense guzntities of ore to cistent smelters end tie lack of any conm-
petinT forms cf transportsticn assurred the succesc of almost zny mountuin railrced
project as long es the 7pld cdeposits lasted.

Jumeross successfal veatures in nining, railroeds =2a¢ dbeniiin - made David Moffat
cne cf the richest mexz of his time. Several of his rzilrosds were built to serve
2ininz arees irn wiich he wzs interested. when his rsquest ior a railro=zd to tue new
camps £t Creede wes declined he repdied "I®11 ouild it m-self", sné he did. Leter,
when the fedilously rich striltes were made 2t Cripple Creek, he = zin su.rested =
railroa to the new mines, <«-=zin l.is sugrestion was refused, ané =.zin cenme the usuel
reply "I1'11 orilé it :grself”, res:zlting in the farcus Florance & Cripple Creek.

Durinc the rears of his grest successes, lloffat never for~ot his ~rest éreem cf
sterdard ge=vze railrced dircet throu-h the mounteins to Sz21t Leke City. As early
1567 he extertained ¢ de= of & lon; tunnel in the vicinity cf Jumes Pesk end in

anection wita his later rziircad eniterprises he h2Z nany surveys nade of various
routes, rinelly, at oz 2°e wien most men would be content to retire znd enjoy tie
fruite of = trilliant == i hly successful life, he embzrxed orn his ¢re:test verture,

Q v 0
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The Denver, llorthuvest & Pacific Reilroad was incorporated in July, 1902, with llofiat
personally investing $4,000,000., A route was surveyed from Denver to I\e\ comb »ro-
vicin, a comparatively easy ruling srade of 2%, vith curvature held to & minirmm by
an amazing succession of cuts, fills. and 30 tunnels., From Newcomb, at the East erd
of the great tunnel site, to Vasguez, at the West, it was a rmch different story.
Only seven miles apart, in e straizht line throush the mountain, but 32 miles over
the to» by reil with a bpewildering succession of hairpin curves, giant trestles, a
cormlete spirel in the track, end practicelly all lai¢ ovt on a 4% grace.

llany and great were the unexpected obstacles that spran, un to harass the
builders of the newv railroad ancd to cause construction costs to skyrocket above tle
original estimates. Not only did the mountains provide their share of troubles but
opnosing interests did evorythins in their power to creato difficulties of a mazni-
tude that would break any dbut the stoutest of hcarts. Still David kiofiat carriec on.
The road reached@ Corona, at the sumnit of Follins Pass, Octoner 2, 1904, and then
wound its precarious wgy down the mountain side to Vasquez. From Vasquez to Krem-el-
ing, down the wide, gently slo»ing valleys of liiddle Parx, construction was not
difficult and the railroad was finally in rich, revenue prodvcing territory, so the
outlook apoeered a little brizhter, but still things were not destined to vork out
just right,

As construction costs hac soared, so did the cost of operation, continually de-
nand ing more and more money from its proroters, The new reilroad heralded a -great
era of prosperity in the rezion it provided with tramnsportation. Coal, livestock =znd
timber began roving in large quantities from & rezion that hed hitherto been prac-
tically inaccessible from the outside worlc, but unfortunztely, the railroad was un-
cble to share in the vrosperity it hed created, due to the stasreringz investment it
required in construction amd the terrific cost of operatins trains over Rollins Pass.
Very few railroads have ever been confronted with such appcllinf' operating éifficul-
ties,

And so the end of the trail drew near for David Mofiat., The last of his vast
versonal fortune had disappeared into the insastiable maw of his greatest venture and
he and his associates were confronted with stark defeat. +vhile in New York City to
zttempt to errange further financiny fr his reilroad, he cied liarch 16, 1911, a
tired and broken old men, btelieving, in the depths of his despair, that =211 of his
great dream had resulted in total failure,

But the saga of David lloffat Goes not enc with his passinz on. Othexs hed faitl

in his grest dream of rlscing Denver on a direct trens-continental line and they were
22le and eajer to carry tihe torch that fell from David lbffat's dyirg hends. A
suj.estion to cormlete his 3reet nlan as a public undertazins srew in fzvor and its
eventual success coapletes znother thrilliny chepter irn the stoty of the Lbffat road.
Leng end bitter court bettles shreng up snd elections hed to be fousht and won before
the constrcticn of the lloffzt Tunnel was finally becun,

Like the Itffat railrcsd, the llcffat Tunnel far exceeded oricinel estimetes cf
its cost of construction, but it is one of the wonders of the rcilroad world. It weas
built b, the pioneer bore method, which called for driving = much smzller tunnel,
5x9 feet in size, throu'h the mountzin 75 feet from the parsllel to tlhe course of the
i35 tumnel. As each quarter nile of the pioncer bore was cocrmleted, & cross shaft
w=s branched off to the location of the biz tunnel and tunnelin: started from there
in both directions so that werk wes carried on simulteneously or & large nuitoer of
resdinzs in the big tunnel., Since commletion of the rszilro=c tunnel, the »ioneer bore
nas been lined with concrete and ic now used for divertin: water from the estern
Slepe to the Denver weter system. The lloffat Tunnel is 6,21 niles lon., enters the
mountein at Ezst Portal et an elevetion of 9197 feet arc bores upwerds on & 0.\)/0
grade for 2,7 miles to the enex at 9239 feet., From there it descernds orn & 0.%% grece
tn west Portel, &t an elevation of 9084 fest., 3eing used by stesm locomotives ex-
clisively, =n elcborate ventilzting.plant is reguired at Enst Portzl to keep the
tunnel clear cf excessive smoke end fumes. Aside fron the famous name it vears, tae
:cffat Tunnel is potewerthy in -ueny other respectss For & short time after its com-
rletion, it was the longest rzilroad tunnel in llorth Americe, having tzxen thet honcr
eway from the Fsmous Connau-it Tunnel of the Cenedian Pacific. Its altitude-ebove
sez level is mzny thousands of feet zreater themn that of the world's other nejlor reil-
rosd tunnels, Its most reccently ecquired unique feature consists of centinuous welded
112 >ound rails, each one 6.45 miles long, instelled in 1938 to eliminete severe
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