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 OVER T H E  H U M P
Climb aboard ,  f a n s . T h is t r i p  our s p e c ia l  ta k e s  u s ,  i n  fa n c y , to  th e  v e ry  r id g e -p o le
o f  th e  c o n tin e n t ,  over th e  h ig h e s t  r a i l r o a d  p a ss  e v e r co n stru c te d  in  N orth Am erica. 
Since our s p e c ia l  t r a in  on ly  e x i s t s  in  im a g in a tio n , i t  makes no d if f e r e n c e  th a t  p a r t   
o f  our journey  must be made, o v e r r a i l s  th a t  were to rn  up o ver fo u r  y e a rs  ago.

W e'll s top  a t T o lland  on th e  way u p  and co u p le  on behind  th e  b ig  r o t a r y  and 
p le n ty  o f  a d d it io n a l  m otive power and p re p a re  fo r  a b a t t l e  ro y a l a s  our t r a i n  la b o r ­
io u s ly  f ig h t s  i t s  way e v e r  th e  fro zen  w astes o f  R o l l in s  P a s s .  B e t te r  come, a lo n g  p r e-  
pared  fo r  any e v e n tu a l i ty .  Tho t r i p  over th e  hump ta k e s  2 hours and 52 m in u tes , under 
norm al, fav o rab le  c o n d itio n s , b u t do n ’ t  become e x c ite d  i f  we should be d ela y ed a  few 
hours (Or a  few w eeks). The hump never was the  p ro p er p la c e  f o r  th o s e  who can ’ t  tak e

W e 'll rumble over lo n g , h ig h  t r e s t l e s  a s  o u r t r a i n  la b o rs  up th e  s te e p  g ra d e ; 
we' l l  wind around h a i r p in  curves so sharp  we can lo o k  o u t the c a r r ia g e  window and see 
the e n t i r e  t r a i n  o f  coaches and thundering  lo co m o tiv e s; w e 'l l  clim b from one le v e l  to   
an o th er u n t i l  we lo se  a l l  count and a l l  sense  o f  d i r e c t io n ;  th e  exhaust b l a s t s  o f  o u r 
la b o r in g  eng ines w i l l  r o a r  th rough  snow-sheds t i l l  we a re  alm ost d eafen ed ; we’ l l  b a t-  
t l e our p re c a rio u s  way around Yankee Doodle Lake, locked  in  ic e  and snow now, b u t i n 
summer, a ra re  gem o f m ountain b eau ty , alm ost com ple te ly  e n c irc le d  by th e  r a i l r o a d ;   
th e  ro ta ry  w i l l  b o r e  through  g ig a n t ic  snow d r i f t s  l ik e  a  m ole, making c u ts , so d eep  n o  
l i g h t  comes in  the  coach windows; 10,000 f e e t ,  11 ,000, 11,500, and s t i l l  we' l l  keep 
c lim b ing  u n t i l  we e n te r  an e la b o ra te  lay o u t o f  snow -sheds, e n c lo s in g  a  wye and 
beanery  and the  b o x -c a r s t a t io n  w ith  a  name th a t  t h r i l l s  u s .  Corona, e le v a t io n  11, 660 
f e e t  !

At Corona we’ l l  cu t o f f  a fe w  he lp e r  e n g in es  and s t a r t  down the  o th e r  s id e  w ith  
th e  v a s t panorama o f  M iddle P ark  spread  c u t below u s  l ik e  a huge map; we’ l l  se e  g r i m 
p la c e s ,  where t r a in s  have been swept down th e  m ountain s id e  by avalanches and o th e r  
t r a in s  have been marooned f o r  d a y s  by ra g in g  w inds th a t  would blow them o f f  th e  tr a c k  
i f  they dared  to v en tu re  along exposed s e c t io n s ;  o c c a s io n a lly  w e 'l l  s to p  to  coo l th e  
to r tu re d  b rak e  shoes and we’ l l  make use o f  the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  get o u t and use up  
an o th e r r o l l  o f f i lm s ;  w e’ l l  s p i r a l  down a  com plete corkscrew  and tw is t  around t i l l  we 
wonder i f  even th e  t r a i n  crew knows where w e 'r e  g o in g

In  course  o f  t i me , w e 'l l  descend to th e  world  o f  r e a l i t y  and co m p arative ly  le v e l  
co u n try  and o u r t r i p  o v e r  the  hump  w i l l  be ended.

We can fo rg e t  a l l  about th o se  mammoth sn o w d rif ts  on our way back from C ra ig  when 
o u r train c ra sh e s  over the  Vasqquez sw itch  and s t r a ig h te n s  out to p lunge in to  th e  
warm , p ro te c t iv e  d ep th s  o f  th e  Mof f a t  Tunnel. T h is  tim e i t  w i l l  on ly  r e q u i r e  14 min­
u te s  to  make th e  jou rney  th a t  re q u ire d  ho u rs  (Or p e rh ap s weeks! ) by go in g o v er th e  
hump.

We wish space would a llo w  us to  d e sc r ib e  ev ery  fo o t o f  th e  Denver & S a l t  Lake in  
d e t a i l .  U n fo rtu n a te ly , we a re  lim ite d  to  o n ly  a  sm a l l  f r a c t io n  o f  what we would l i k e  
to  say about i t s  w onders. I t  i s  a f in e  r a i l r o a d  and no one could pay i t  a h ig h e r  t r i ­
b u te  than  to  say i t  i s  an im pressive  and f i t t i n g  monument to  the grand o ld  man b y  
whose name i t  i s  p o p u la r ly  c a l l e d .

At the  c lo se  o f  th e  y e a r  th a t  marks th e  c e n te n a ry  o f  th e  b i r t h  o f  David H. M o f f a t , 
we tak e  p le a su re  in  p re s e n t in g  o u r s a lu te  to  David Mof f a t  and h is  r a i l r o a d  in  o u r   f e a-  
tu re  a r t i c l e  "R a ils  To The Moon” , on page 3 o f  t h i s  i s s u e .

CLUB NEWS
1939 has been  a h ig h ly  su c c e ss fu l y e a r  fo r  ou r c lu b . V arious h ig h l ig h ts  o f  ou r  

a c t i v i t i e s  d u rin g  th e  f i r s t  n in e  months o f  th e  y e a r  have been b r i e f ly  o u tl in e d  in  p r e ­
v io u s  is su e s  o f  th e  "R a ilro a d e r"  so we w i l l  co n fin e  o u r  summary  in  t h i s  is su e  to  
e v e n ts  o f  th e  l a s t  q u a r te r .

DENVER, COLO. E d ited  by C arl Hewett 
Phone GRand 4256
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LOCOMOTIVES OF THE DENVER & SALT LAKE RAILWAY (MOFFAT ROAD)

Class Numbers C y lin d e rs  D rive rs P re s su re We ig h t T r a c t .  Force B u ild e r  and Date

28 20, 21 19x26 51"
0-60 Type 

180 132,000 28, 160 A lco , 1903

42 100-102 22x28 57"
2-8-0  Type 

210 209,500 42, 420 Alco, 1904, 05
44 103-123 22x28 55" 210 219,000 43, 980 Alco, 1906, 08, 10

76 200-211 21&33 1/2x32 55"
2 -6 -6 -0  Type 

225 362,000 76,400 A lc o , 1908, 09, 10
76 212-216 21&33 1/2x32 55" 225 361,000 76,400 Alco, 1916 /1 3

30 300 20x28 63"
4-6-0  Type 

200 186,000 30,220 Alco, 1904
33 301 20x28 57" 200 162,000 33,405 Alco, 1905
33 302 20x28 57" 200 189,000 33,405 Alco, 1907
34 303 20x28 63" 205 215, 100 34,150 Alco, 1910

19 390, 391 18x24 60"
4-4-0  Type 

175 108,000 19,280 P i t t s b u r g h , 1899

63 400-407 26x30 55"
2 -8 -2  Type 

200 295,000 62,700 Lima, 1915
63 408, 409 26x30 55" 200 306,000 62,700 A lco, 1916
Engines 100-105, 107, Scrapped in  May, 1937

" 390, 391 O r ig in a l ly  b u i l t  f o r  Chesapeake Beach R. R. (Scrapped in  1937)
” 210 D estroyed , 1924

106, 20, 21 Scrapped 1939

CLUB NEWS (Continued from Page 1 )
I t  has  been a r e a l  p le a s u re  to no te  th e  la rg e  and e n th u s i a s t i c  a t ten d an ce  at 

c lub  m eetings, f i e l d  t r i p s  and e x c u rs io n s .  Equally  im portan t have been the  abundance 
o f  s e le c t io n s  o f  r a i l r o a d ia n a  to p rov ide  e n t e r t a i n i n g  and i n s t r u c t i v e  program s. Our 
old members continue  to  a t t e n d ,  and new ones commence a t t e n d in g ,  f o r  a very good 
re a so n . They find  i t  w e l l  worth  w h i le .

To quote an o ld  p l a t i t u d e ,  "Nothing succeeds l ik e  su cc e ss" .  We ’ve very d e f i n i t e ­
ly  got the b a l l  r o l l i n g  in  a b ig  way, f a n s .  Now l e t ’s keep i t  r o l l i n g  and see i f  we 
c a n ' t  do even b e t t e r  in  1940.

Such an o u ts ta n d in g  event as the December meeting d ese rves  much more than  p a s s ­
ing comment. I t  was a r a r e  t r e a t  f o r  a la rg e  group o f  o u r  members and t h e i r  f r ie n d s  
to  view the  f a s c in a t in g  panorama o f  mountain r a i l r o a d i n g  unfo ld ing  a s  Mr .  Long, o f  
the  D&RGW, showed us the  Gran d e 's  two f i n e  t a l k i n g  movies "Through The Rockies" a n d  
"Desert Emp i r e " .

"Through the  Rockies" i s  a m a s te rp ie c e .  Wi t h  our fe l lo w  club member, Mr .  Heat- 
wole, v e te ran  en g in ee r  who i s  now r e t i r e d ,  a t  the t h r o t t l e ,  th e  m a g n if ic e n t ,  b ig  1704 
p u l l s  i t s  lu x u r io u s  t r a i n  out o f  Denver to  s t a r t  t h e  spellbound on lookers  on a com­
p l e t e  t o u r  o f  the D&RGW to S a l t  Lake C ity  v i a th e  Royal Gorge and then  back to Denver 
v ia  the  Dotsero C u t-o f f  and th e  Mo f f a t  Tunnel. Side t r i p s  on th e  narrow gauge and to  
o th e r  p o in ts  o f  i n t e r e s t  and scen ic  in  the  Rio Grande t e r r i t o r y  a re  a lso  p rov ided .

"D esert Empire" p roud ly  p o r t r a y s  th e  phenomenal i n d u s t r i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  
development o f  U tah . The Rio Grande p ro p e r ly  ta k e s  p r id e  in  the  achievem ents o f  the  
Beehive S ta te ,  hav ing  p layed  an o u ts ta n d in g  p a r t  in  h e lp in g  to  make th e  d e s e r t  b lo om 
l ik e  the  ro s e .

We have delayed  p u b l i c a t io n  o f  t h i s  i s su e  in  o rd e r  to  inc lude  an i t e r  o f  con­
s id e ra b le  im portance. That i s  an account o f  ou r  h igh ly  su cc e ss fu l  e x c u r s io n  over 
th re e  Denver s t r e e t  c a r  l in e s  on Dec. 31, t h e i r  l a s t  day  o f  o p e ra t io n .

The abandoned ro u te s  are  No . 4 , No. 72, and No. 66. Through the  extreme k ind­
ness  o f  the  Denver Tramway Co., we were no t  only  p rov ided  w ith  a c a r ,  in  charge o f  
Mo to rman H. F. Simmons and A s s is ta n t  Sup t.  B. V. Po lk inghorne , bu t th e  e n t i r e  t r i p  
was a c tu a l ly  FREE. "Gentlemen, the  c a r  i s  y o u r s .  Which ro u te  do you want to see 
f i r s t ? "  s a id  the  g e n ia l  Mr .  Polkinghorne who e n t e r t a i n e d  us a t  v a r io u s  po in t s  w ith  
amu s in g  accounts  o f  pred icam ents  encountered  by motormen.

(con tinued  on Page 3 )
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On 48th Ave., Motorm an Simmons o b l ig in g ly  stopped and backed up the car so we 
could have r in g s id e  s e a t s  to  watch two New Year c e le b r a n ts  s e t t l e  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  
in the s t r e e t .  On our way b ack from the Stockyards we stopped a t  th e  48th Ave. 
c ro ssover  to  see the  "City  o f  Denver" f l a s h  by, c ra sh in g  over the  narrow gauge s t r e e t  
car c ro ssove r  f o r  perhaps th e  l a s t  t i me .  A few minutes l a t e r  we stopped again  on 
Josephine S t .  to see  an o th e r  v e te r a n  c ro s so v e r  end i t s  u s e f u ln e s s  under the ro a r in g  
wheels o f  an o th er  f in e  UP t r a i n ,  the  " P a c i f i c  L im ited".

The Denver T ramway system is  q u i t e  an i n t e r e s t i n g  o rg a n iz a t io n ,  we hope to see 
much more o f  them in  our next is su e  of th e  "R a i l ro a d e r" ,  when w e ' l l  go in to  d e t a i l s .
In th e  meantime, fa n s ,  d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t h a t  th e re  a re  s t i l l  p le n ty  of  o th e r  s t r e e t  c a r  
l i n e s  o p e ra t in g  in  Denver fo r  your convenience and they  dese rve  a l l  th e  pa tronage we 
can g ive  them.

SOMETHING TO REMEMBER
Since the in c e p t io n  o f  the " R a i l ro a de r"  in  June , 1939 , your e d i to r  has a t t e mpted 

to c a r ry  out one o f  the o b je c t iv e s  we had in  mind a t  th e  time o f  our o rg a n iz a t io n .
That i s  to p u b l i c i z e ,  as i mp a r t i a l l y  as p o s s ib l e ,  a l l  the r a i l r o a d s  o f the Rocky Moun­
t a i n  reg io n .  Each is su e  f e a tu r e s  a d i f f e r e n t  r a i l r o a d .

Our f i r s t  i s s u e ,  s t a r t i n g  o u t  in  a very small way, f e a tu re d  th e  Union P a c i f i c ,  
and only co n s is te d  o f  two p a g es . When we got around to the  Rio Grande we were a b le  
to produce almost fo u r  pages . This i s s u e  i s  even l a r g e r ,  a s  we b e l ie v e  such items as  
the  r o s t e r  o f  D&SL engines  have h i t h e r t o  been q u i te  r a r e  among our r e a d e rs .  We a lso  
f e e l  th a t  the memory o f  David Moffat has been sad ly  n eg lec ted  and th a t  h is  s to ry  
d ese rves  a l i t t l e  e x t r a  space .

we want our good f r ie n d s  o f  th e  Union P a c i f i c  to know th a t  we con tinue  to s i n ­
c e re ly  a p p re c ia te  t h e i r  k indness  and co -o p e ra t io n  in  p la c in g  t h e i r  f in e  b ig  a u c t io n  
room a t  our d i s p o s a l  every month fo r  our m eetings . Harry Engleson, t r a v e l l i n g  
Passenger Agent, and Mr .  Meyers, F r e ig h t  Agent, made al l  t h a t  p o s s ib le  f o r  us almost 
two y e a r s  ago. In r e tu r n ,  l e t ' s  no t f o r g e t  t h a t ,  in  the  f i n a l  a n a ly s i s ,  i t  i s n ’t  
steam o r  coal t h a t  makes the locomotive wheels go around; i t  r e q u i re s  revenue, and 
p le n ty  o f  i t .  Any tim e we can put in  a good word anywhere f o r  the UP, we know i t  
w i l l  be a p p re c ia te d .

RAILS TO THE MOON 
The S to ry  o f  David Mo f f a t

"Dave Moff a t  must be going c ra zy .  He can b u i ld  a r a i l r o a d  to  th e  moon as e a s i l y  
as he can b u ild  one over those m o un ta in s ."  So sa id  th e  s k e p t ic s  when i t  became known, 
around the tu rn  o f  th e  c e n tu ry ,  th a t  David Moffat was making ready to  embark on h i s  
g r e a te s t  r a i l r o a d  b u i ld in g  v e n tu re .

For over t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  David Moffat planned and dreamed o f  the day when he would 
b u i ld  a g rea t  r a i l r o a d  through the mountains west o f  Denver, opening up f o r  develop­
ment th e  vast  c o a l  f i e l d s ,  t im b e r la n d s ,  and l iv e s to c k  ranges o f Middle Park and North­
w este rn  Colorado on i t s  way to  S a l t  Like C i ty .

The sk e p t ic s  had more than a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  doubts  con­
ce rn in g  the  p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  o f  p a r t s  o f  th e  proposed ro u te .  True enough, Mountain 
r a i l r o a d s  in o th e r  p a r t s  o f  Colorado reached  t e r r i f i c  h e ig h ts  as they wound t h e i r  way 
ever the ro o f  o f  th e  c o n t in e n t ,  but none o f  th e  o th e r  ro u te s  involved such a d i r e ct 
f r o n t a l  a t t a c k  on a l l  the  massed fo rc e s  o f  n a tu re  as  t h i s  new r a i l r o a d  which would 
have to go over the top o f  the mountains through R o l l in s  Pass u n t i l  such a time as a 
long tunne l  cou ld  be bored under t h e  C o n t in e n ta l  D iv ide .

To even the most c asu a l  o b se rv er  down on the p l a in s  th e  massive snow covered ram­
p a r t s  in the v i c i n i t y  o f  James Peak and th e  Arapahoe Peaks suggest a formidable and 
un a s s a i l a b le b a r r i e r ,  no t a lone  because o f  t h e i r  h e ig h t ,  g re a t  though i t  i s ,  but a lso  
because o f  c l im a t ic  c o n d i t io n s  p re v a i l in g  th e r e  f o r  many months every y e a r .  A b a rre n  
and formidable t e r r a i n  fa r  above t im b e r l in e ,  where th e  c lim a te  approximates th a t  o f  
the Barren Lands o f  th e  A rc t ic  C i r c le ,  end the very e a r t h ,  incapable  o f  supporting  
v e g e ta t io n  a t th a t  a l t i t u d e ,  i s  r iv en  end in  c o n s ta n t  tu rm o il  under th e  t o r t u r i ng
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s t r a i n  o f  the  t i t a n i c  b a t t l e  o f  elem ents and becomes a t re ach e ro u s  demon, ready a t  
any n inu te  to contem ptuously e n g u lf  the puny e f f o r t s  o f  men who would b r in g t h e i r  
s t e e l  r a i l s  in to  th a t  fo rb idden  domain. T e r r i f i c  b l i z z a r d s  b a t t e r  th e  huge peaks in  
w in te r .  G a ther ing  fo rce  a s  they howl unimpeded over  the sm a l le r  mountain ranges and 
confined w ith in  th e  g ig a n t ic  funne l o f Middle P a rk ,  th e y  rage  and brawl a g a in s t  the  
high mountains a s  they seek to  escape th rough  th e  v o r te x  a t R o l l in s  Pass and t e a r  a t  
the rocky crags  a s  i f  to b l a s t  a s id e  every o b s ta c le  to t h e i r  r e l e n t l e s s  fu ry .
Enourm ous and f a n t a s t i c  d r i f t s  a re  formed by wind and snow, growing b i gge r  and b ig g e r  
u n t i l  they can no longer f in d  a fo o th o ld  and tumble down th e  jagged mountain s id e s  in  
huge, ro a r in g  avalanches  o f  snow and ice  and ro c k s ,  w ip ing  out ev e ry th in g  in  the p a th  
o f  t h e i r  g r in d in g  ca tac lysm  of m e rc i le s s  d e s t r u c t i o n .

So much f o r  the  m ountains. Now f o r  a look a t  the man who s e t  out to meet t h e i r  
c h a llen g e . Perhaps th e  twenty-one y e a r  old Moffat f e l t  t h a t  ch a llen g e  as he f i r s t  
s igh ted  th e  d i s t a n t  storm y peaks beckoning him on to  th e  end o f  h i s  hazardous tw enty- 
n ine  day journey by r u le  team from Omaha to  th e  Cherry Creek d ig g in g s .  Having a l ­
ready a t t r a c t e d  a t t e n t i o n  in  Omaha by h i s  b u s in e s s  a b i l i t y ,  the  am bitious young bank 
c a s h ie r  was e ngaged by a S t .  Joseph , Mo., b u s in e s s  man to  proceed  to  Denver and open 
a bookstore  in th e  new gold town. With two wagonloads o f  s to ck  f o r  th e  new s to r e ,  
young Moffat a r r iv e d  in  Denver March 17, 1860, and lo s t  no time in  becoming one o f  
th e  nest  prominent b u s in e s s  men in the imfant community. Although th e  bookstore  o f  
Moffat & Woolworth grew and p rospered  a t  t h e  co rner o f  15th and Larimer S t . , i t  was 
not long befo re  the  young banker re tu rn ed  to  h i s  o r i g i n a l  p ro f e s s io n  and became one 
of the founders o f  th e  F i r s t  N a t io n a l  Bank of Denver. The s t o r i e s  o f  David M o f fa t 's  
s t e r l i n g  c h a r a c te r ;  h i s  warm h e a r te d  humanity, and h is  s p o t l e s s  i n t e g r i t y  a re  f a r  too 
numerous to mention h e re .  One o f  th e  W est's  g r e a t e s t  empire b u i l d e r s ,  he was was 
a lso  one o f  i t s  f i n e s t  gentlem en.

A contemptuous remark by a v i s i t i n g  Ea s te r n  r a i l r o a d  o f f i c i a l  launched David 
Moffat on h i s  f i r s t  r a i l r o a d  b u i ld in g  e n t e r p r i s e .  The p io n e e r  r a i l r o a d  b u i ld e r s  were 
a l l  c a r e f u l ly  avo id ing  the Colorado mountains in  survey ing  t h e i r  ro u te s  to th e  West 
and seened in  no h u r ry  to  p rov ide  r a i l  s e rv ic e  to  th e  growing gold camps . Among the 
most a c t iv e  of th e  Coloradans who were a g i t a t i n g  fo r  r a i l r o a d  connec tions  w ith  the  
o u ts id e  world was David M offa t. Stung by th e  remark "Denver i s  too  dead to b u ry" , 
he r e to r te d  "Too dead to b u ry ?  W e'll b u ild  o u r  own r a i l r o a d s ! " Always t ru e  to  h i s  
word, and not g iv en  to id le  b o a s t in g ,  the Denver P a c i f i c  R a i l ro a d  & Telegraph Co, was 
formed November 11, 1867, w ith  David Moffat as one of the d i r e c t o r s .  On June 15,
1870, the f i r s t  locomotive to e n te r  Colorado p u l le d  i t ’s t r a i n  in to  Denver, I f  ever 
a locomotive bore a f i t t i n g  name i t  was th a t  one— the"David H. M offa t" ,

The names o f  th e  r a i l r o a d s  which David Moffa t  was in s tru m e n ta l  in  b u i ld in g  abound 
in  the  romance o f  p io n e e r  mountain r a i l r o a d in g .  Denver, South  Park & P a c i f i c ;  Boulder 
V alley  Road; Golden, Boulder & Caribou and Denver & New O rle a n s ,  j u s t  t o  mention a 
few of the famous o ld  p ikes  th a t  a re  now fa d in g  away in to  o b l iv io n .  The f a c t  t h a t  
they are now a l l  gone r e f l e c t s  no d i s c r e d i t  on th e  b u s in e ss  acumen o f  Moffat end t h e i r  
e th e r  b u i ld e r s .  On the c o n t ra ry ,  a t  the  t i me o f  t h e i r  c o n s t r u c t io n  they were h ig h ly  
p r o f i t a b l e  end u s e f u l  e n t e r p r i s e s .  The r o a r in g  a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  mining camps c re a te d  
a fu r io u s  demand f o r  r a i l r o a d s  a t  any p r i c e  and in the face  o f  any o b s ta c le s .  Money 
flowed l i ke wa t e r  in  those  d a y s .  Mining and sm elt in g  methods  in   use a t  th a t  t im e  re ­
qu ired  h au lin g  i mmense q u a n t i t i e s  o f  o re  to d i s t a n t  sm e l te rs  and the lack  o f  any com­
p e t in g  forms of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a ssu rred  th e  success  of almost any mountain r a i l r o a d  
p ro je c t  as long a s  the gold d e p o s i t s  l a s t e d .

Numerous s u c c e s s fu l  ven tu res  in mining, r a i l r o a d s  and banking made David Moffat 
one o f  th e  r i c h e s t  men o f  h i s  t im e. Severa l o f  h i s  r a i l r o a d s  were b u i l t  to  serve  
mining a reas  in which he was i n t e r e s t e d .  When h i s  req u es t  f o r  a  r a i l r o a d  to  the  new 
camps a t  Creede was d e c l in ed  he r e p l ie d  " I ' l l  b u i ld  i t  mys e l f " ,  and he d id .  L a te r ,  
when the fab u lo u s ly  r i c h  s t r i k e s  were made a t  C r ip p le  Creek, he ag a in  su gge s ted  a 
r a i l r o a d  to the  new m ines. Aga in  h i s  su g g es tio n  was re fu s e d ,  and again  came th e  u su a l  
re p ly  " I ' l l  b u i ld  i t  mys e l f 1' ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  th e  famous F l orence & C ripp le  Creek.

During th e  y e a r s  o f  h i s  g re a t  su cc e sse s ,  Mo f f a t  never fo rg o t  h i s  gre a t  d ream of  
a s tandard  gauge r a i l r o a d  d i r e c t  th rough th e  mountains to  S a l t  Lake C i ty .  As e a r l y  
as 1867 he e n te r t a in e d  the idea  o f  a long tu n n e l  in  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  J ame s  Peak and in  
connection w ith  h i s  l a t e r  r a i l r o a d  e n t e r p r i s e s  he had many surveys made of v a r io u s  
ro u te s .  F in a l ly ,  a t  an a ge when most men would be co n ten t t o  r e t i r e  and enjoy the
f r ui t e  o f a b r i l l i a n t  and h igh ly  s u c c e s s fu l  l i f e ,  he embarked on h i s  g re at e s t  v e n tu re .
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The Denver, Northwest & P a c i f i c  R ailroad  was in co rp o ra te d  in J u ly ,  1902, w ith  Moffat 
p e rso n a l ly  in v e s t in g  $4 ,000 ,000 . A rou te  was surveyed from Denver to Newcomb p ro ­
v id ing  a com paratively  easy  r u l in g  grade o f  2%, w i th  c u rv a tu re  held  to  a minimum by 
an amazing success ion  o f  c u t s ,  f i l l s ,  and 30 tu n n e ls .  From Newcomb, a t  th e  East end 
o f  the  g re a t  tunnel s i t e ,  to  Vasquez, a t  th e We s t ,  i t  was a much d i f f e r e n t  s to r y .
Only seven m iles a p a r t ,  in a s t r a i ght  l in e  th rough  the mountain, bu t 52 m iles  over 
th e  top by r a i l  w ith  a b ew ild e r in g  su ccess io n  o f  h a i r p i n  cu rv es ,  g ia n t  t r e s t l e s ,  a 
complete s p i r a l  in  the t r a c k ,  end p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  l a id  o u t  on a 4% g ra d e .

Many and g re a t  were th e  unexpected  o b s ta c le s  t h a t  s p ra n g up to  h a ra s s  the  
b u i ld e r s  o f  the new r a i l r o a d  and to  cause c o n s t r u c t io n  c o s ts  to  skyrocket above the  
o r ig i n a l  e s t im a te s .  Hot only  d id  th e  mountains p rov ide  t h e i r  share  o f  t ro u b le s  bu t 
opposing i n t e r e s t s  d id  e v e r y th in g in  t h e i r  power to  c r e a t e d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  a magni­
tude th a t  would b reak  any but the s to u t e s t  o f  h e a r t s .  S t i l l  David Mo f f a t  c a r r ie d  on. 
The road reached Corona, a t  th e  summit o f  R o l l in s  P a s s ,  O ctober 2 , 1904, and then 
wound i t s  p re c a r io u s  way down th e  mountain s id e  to Vasquez. From Vasquez to Kremmel-  
ling , down th e  w ide, g e n t ly  s lo p in g  v a l le y s  o f  Middle P ark , c o n s t r u c t io n  was not 
d i f f i c u l t  and the r a i l r o a d  was f i n a l l y  in  r i c h ,  revenue p roduc ing  t e r r i t o r y ,  so the  
ou tlook  appeared a l i t t l e  b r i g h t e r ,  bu t s t i l l  th in g s  were not d e s t in e d  to  work out 
j u s t  r i g h t .

As c o n s t ru c t io n  c o s t s  had soared , so d id  the c o s t  o f  o p e ra t io n ,  c o n t in u a l ly  de­
manding more and more money from i t s  p romo t e r s .  The new r a i l r o a d  h e ra ld ed  a - g r e a t  
e ra  o f  p ro s p e r i ty  in  th e  reg io n  i t  p rov ided  w i th  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Coal, l i v e s to c k  and 
t im b er began moving in  l a rg e  q u a n t i t i e s  from a re g io n  th a t  had h i t h e r t o  been p ra c ­
t i c a l l y  in a c c e ss ib le  from the o u ts id e  w o rld ,  bu t u n f o r tu n a te ly ,  the  r a i l r o a d  was un­
ab le  to share in the  p r o s p e r i t y  i t  had c re a te d ,  due to  th e  s ta g g e r in g  investm ent i t  
requ ired  in c o n s t r u c t io n  and the  t e r r i f i c  cost o f  o p e r a t in g  t r a i n s  over  R o l l in s  P a ss .  
Very few r a i l r o a d s  have ev e r  been con fro n ted  w ith  such a p p a l l in g  o p e ra t in g  d i f f i c u l ­
t i e s .

And so the  end o f  the  t r a i l  drew n e a r  f o r  David Moffa t . The l a s t  o f  h is  v a s t  
p e rso n a l  fo r tu n e  had d isap p e a re d  in to  th e  i n s a t i a b l e  maw o f  h i s  g r e a t e s t  ven ture  and
he and h i s  a s s o c ia te s  were con fron ted  w i th  s ta r k  d e f e a t .  Whi l e   in  New York C ity   to
attem pt to arrange  f u r t h e r  f in a n c in g  fo r  h is  r a i l r o a d ,  he d ied  March 16, 1911, a 
t i r e d  and broken old man, b e l i e v in g ,  in  the dep ths  o f  h is  d e s p a i r ,  th a t  a l l  o f  h i s  
g re a t  dream had r e s u l te d  in  t o t a l  f a i l u r e .

But th e  saga o f  David Mof f a t  does not end w ith  h i s  p a s s in g  on. O thers  had f a i t h  
i n h i s  g re a t  dream o f  p la c in g  Denver on a d i r e c t  t r a n s - c o n t i n e n t a l  l i n e  and they were 

able and e a ge r  to  c a r ry  th e  to rc h  t h a t  f e l l  from David M o ffa t 's  d y ing  hands. A 
sugges tion  to complete h i s  g re a t  p la n  as  a p u b l ic  u n d e r ta k in g  grew in  fa v o r  and i t s  
ev en tu a l  success com ple tes a n o th e r  t h r i l l i n g  c h a p te r  i n the  s to r y  o f  the  Moffa t  ro a d . 
Long and b i t t e r  c o u r t  b a t t l e s  sprang  up end e l e c t i o n s  had to  be fought and won b e fo re  
the c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  the M offat Tunnel was f i n a l l y  begun.

Like the Mof f a t  r a i l r o a d ,  th e  Mof f a t   Tunnel f a r  exceeded o r i g i n a l  e s t im a te s  o f
i t s  c o s t  o f c o n s t r u c t io n ,  but i t  i s  one of th e  wonders o f  the r a i l r o a d  w orld . I t  was 
b u i l t  by th e  p io n ee r  bo re  method, which c a l l e d  fo r  d r iv in g  a much sm a l le r  tu n n e l ,
5x9 f e e t  in s iz e ,  th ro u gh the mountain 75 f e e t  from th e  p a r a l l e l  to  th e  co u rse  o f  th e 
b ig  tu n n e l .  As each q u a r te r  m ile  o f  the p io n e e r  bore  was com pleted, a c ro ss  sh a f t  
was branched o f f  to  th e  lo c a t io n  o f  the  b i g  tunnel and tu n n e l in g  s t a r t e d  from th e re  
in  both d i r e c t i o n s  so t h a t  work was c a r r ie d  on s im u ltan eo u s ly  on a la rg e  number o f  
head ings in  th e  b ig  tu n n e l .  Since com pletion  o f  th e  r a i l r o a d  tu n n e l ,  t h e  p io n e e r  bore 
has  been l in ed  w i th  c o n c re te  end i s  now used fo r  d i v e r t i n g  w a te r  from th e  We s te r n  
Slope to the Denver w ater system . The M offat Tunnel i s  6 .21  m iles  lo n g, e n te r s  th e  
mountain a t  East P o r t a l  a t  an e l e v a t io n  o f  9197 f e e t  and bores  upwards on a 0 . 3% 
grade f or  2 .7  mile s  to the  apex a t  9239 f e e t .  From th e re  i t  descends on a 0 .9% grade 
to We s t  P o r t a l ,  a t  an e l e v a t io n  o f  9084 f e e t .  Being used by steam locom otives ex­
c lu s i v e ly ,  an e la b o ra te  v e n t i l a t i n g  p la n t  i s  re q u ire d  a t  East P o r t a l  to  keep the  
tunnel c l e a r  o f  ex cess iv e  smoke and fumes. Aside from  th e  famous name i t  b e a r s ,  the  
Mof f a t  Tunnel is  notew orthy in many o th e r  r e s p e c t s .  For a sh o r t  time a f t e r  i t s  com­
p l e t i o n ,  i t  was th e  lo n g e s t  r a i l r o a d  tu n n e l  in  North America, hav ing  taken  th a t  honor 
away from th e  Famous Connaught Tunnel o f the  Canadian P a c i f i c .  I t s  a l t i t u d e  above 
sea l e v e l  i s  many thousands o f  f e e t  g r e a t e r  then th a t  o f  th e  w o r ld ’ s o th e r  maj o r  r a i l ­
road tu n n e ls .  I t s  most r ecent l y  a cquired  unique fe a tu re  c o n s i s t s  of con tinuous  welded 
112 pound r a i l s ,  each one 6.45 m iles  long, i n s t a l l e d  in  1936 to  e l im in a te  severe


	ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAILROADER

	DENVER, COLO.

	Page 5




