ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAILROAD CLUB
P, O, BOX Z3¢1
DENVER, COLORADO 80201

December 1964 Newsletter No. 64
The December, 1964 meeting of the Rocky Mountain kailroad Club, which will be the official
annual meeting &nd electicn of our orgamization, will ke held in the basement meeting room
cf the Westexnm Federxal Savings Association skyscraper ~ 718-~.17th Streer, Deaver - on Wed-
nesday evening, December 9th, at &:00 p.m.

Preceding the entertainment poriilon of the evening's progrem, there will be s short busi-
ness meeting at which we will elect officers amd direciors tc serve durimg 19€5. Upon
completion ¢f balloting, a progrem of old-time silenpt movies -~ melodrama of the 1913~
1915 era ~- with much of it involving hairbreadth railroading activity, will be pressnted
by Club membexr Carli E. Steele. Helen Gibson will be festured im "Ghost of the Canon,"

and fazmous serial gueen Ruth Roland will dramatize ths thrillirg aspects of escaping the
villain

All members and their friends are invited to attend this annual mseting. Only members in
good standing, and showing current 1964 membership cards at the me=sting, are suthorized to

T 9
vote in the election for officers and

Club member Tom Gray presented a completely fascineting program at our November meeting --

a visit in sight and sound to such far-away places as the fzle of Man, New Zealand, the Fiji
Isiands and several countries inm Europe. Ris producticm Zechnigue, using tape recorded
commentary complimented by delightful background music, was ouvtstznding and added a great
deal to the program. Members were treated to little-kacwn railrcading scenss in szpots where
few of us kpesw that railroads existed. Tom gleanszd sn encyclopzdic knowledge of much of the
motive power and lines shown from 2 number of scurxces, and his cemtinuing flow of facts and
figures made the entire prcduction & railfan's delight.

The preseatation, prepared cepe31ally fox our meeting, otviously imveolved many nours of
work and preparation on Tom's part and we are grateful fovy hiz =2fforis, and for the out-

standing program they produced.
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Another important annual meeting to occuxr in the nsay fTiture is that of the State Historical
Society of Colorado. bicc will convene 2t &:00 »n.m. on Tuesday night, lacember 8th -~ the
night preceding ouxr Club meeting - in the bas2ment of tne First Baptist Church at East l&ath
Avenue and Grant Stre t, next door to the .Coloradc Statz Museum Building. Among the
features of the program will be presentation of twe awards of interest to Rocky Mountailn

Railroad Cliub members.

Granted by the aweri an Association for State aund Local Higtory, an Award of Merit will be
presented to Club member R. W. Richardson fcr the Colcradc Rsilrcead Museum, witere the five
items of motive pox er and rolling stock cwned zad maintained by our orgarization are prom-
inent amoung the large quantity of sguipment on display paxi of the 'unigue program of
collecting, pressrving and interpreting Cclorado railvecad history' for which the award is
being made.

om, recognizing excellence of
mbery Roneld 7. Ruhoff for his outstanding

In addition, a new type of award, a Certii
G &
ghozt %towms, entitled '"Legeads cf the High

individual effoxrt, is to be presented to |
color, sound-synchronized movie on Colorado

¥))

- -9
Countzry."
Congratulations to these two members for this welledeseyved recognition. The meeting room
g & S
is commodicus, and a large representation from the membership of the Rocky Mountain Railroad
Club would be most epproprizte in acknowledging the zwards to these twoe Club members
* % Y % Jeok o ok
The Nominating Committee, M. C. {(Mac)} Foor, Arl M. {uintert, and Jackson Thode, has been
reviewing gqualifications and contacting members for inclu sion in the szlate of nominees to
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Texas Gulf Sulphur Company's giant potash mine and mill at Cane Creek near Moab, Utah,
will begin operations early in December, according to company officials. The signal for
production at the $25 milliom comples will end more than three vears of preparations, in=
cluding comstruction of a 38-mile railroad spur and sinking a 2,797-foot shaft, 22 feet
in diameter, to potash beds beneath the Colorado River.

Work on the site began in 1961, with producticn originally scheduled for early 1963. 4
series of delays that included a tragic underground explosion in the summer of 1963, pushed
the production date further and further back. The mine tams huge beds of nitrate of potash,
which will be processed into commercial potash at the mill, then shipped by rail to nation-
wide markets. The mine and will were to begin pIO@aCElOﬁ at a rate of half-z-million tons
of potash a year.

The rail spur that links the mill with the Rio Grande main line at Crescent Junction was
built by Morrison-Knudsen Comstruction Company at a reported cost of $5.5 milliom. I
cluded in the railroad link is a 7,000-foot tunnel cut by Stearns-Rogers Company. Con-
tractor for drilling the 2,797-fooct mine shaff was Harrison International Inc. The com-
nleted shaft was turned over to Texas Gulf Sulphur this fall.
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Despite frantic efforts of waterway operators to give the St., Lawrence Seaway the look of
success, the project is in deep trouble. Fact 1s, 1t cost the U.S. and Canadian govern-
nts 8450,000,000 to build and was hailed as a <e1?~11qu1dat ing project. Actually, by
the end of last vear traffic handled was so far below estimates which were the basis for

original authorization that the waterway not only could not pay interest, but also was
far behind schedule in re-payment of the loan. The U.S. Agency i1s $10,000,000 behind in
pavments, the Canadian $65,000,000.

Now comes the Chicago port director with a simple solutiomn: simply abolish tolls emtirely.
The U.8. has spent billions in federal funds to improve harbors and rivers throughout the
country, without toll requirements, he podints ocut. The attitude seems to be -- what's
another half-billion in our tax money??
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In accordance with the Club's by-laws, thie newsletter -- announcing the annual meeting
and election -- is being mailed ten days prior to the meeting. If you haven't been re-

ceiving the Newsletters regularly, please let us know.
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As a reminder -~ 1965 is approaching -~ and dues for the year may be sent in at any time.
$3.00 per vear for Colorado residents; $2.00 for those residing ocutside the state.
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Life doesn't begin at 40 for those who went like 60 when they were 20! Best wished to
vou all for a happy Holiday Season.
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Ted §. McKee, President Fay L. McKee, Secretary
e

Herbert O'Hanlon, Vice President Ane 0. Clint, Tr



FLASH! FLASH!. FLASH! FLASH!

On WHovember 27, 1964, the Rocky Mountain News reported that
Denver & Rio Grande Western trains #1 and #2, the "Royal

2]

Gorge,"” would be discontinued west of Salida on Sunday,
December 6th. Anvone desiring to make a last trip on a
regular train over Tennessee Pasg should arrange to complete

the trip on December 3th. This informetion was a reversal of

former information from the RR.



