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PROGRAM NOTES: "RAILROADING IN THE Alps," a detailed, photographic report of current rail operations 
AND ADVANCEMENT IN SWITZERLAND BY BOS LEMASSENA. BOB HAS CORRESPONDED REGULARLY WITH
two of our Swiss members — Peter Berger and Willis Kaeslin — both engineers (one 
electrical, the other mechanical) with the Swiss railroads to gather information for 
this program. He has also obtained data from the Swiss government and other European 
sources to bring us an interesting and colorful account of railroading in the Colorado 
of Europe.
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LUCIUS BEEBE, AUTHOR, RAIL DEVOTEE, ICONOCLAST, Lucius Beebe, author with Charles Clegg of lavish and
OPULENT RAIL HISTORY BOOKS, OFTEN WROTE, IN SPEAKING 
OF THE PASSING OF STEAM FROM THE AMERICAN SCENE, OF

Valhalla -- a vast, heavenly hall reserved for warriors who die in battle. And now, Lucius Beebe, as
RMRC MEMBER AND FRIEND PASSES TO HIS VALHALLA

GREAT A WARRIOR IN HIS OWN RIGHT AS ANY WHO EVER WON THE RIGHT TO FEAST WITH ODIN AT THAT FAR OFF BAN­
QUET PLACE, HAS PASSED TO WHATEVER VALHALLA AWAITS HIM AND THE MEN OF EQUAL BENT WHO FEEL COMPELLED TO 
WAGE WAR ON "OVERCIVILIZATI ON." HE WAS FELLED BY AN APPARENT HEART ATTACK AT HIS HOME IN SAN MATEO,
California — certainly and fatefully a mark of the era against which he fought.

A Denver journalist summed Beebe's life up this way: 
always swimming against the stream, 
to the irresistable pressure called progress nor ever be melded into the putty lump of commonness gauged

Those words come as close as any we have ever read to describing Lucius Beebe.

"He was an individual — iconoclast, bon vivant, 
He never surrendered to the idea that newspapermen should succumb

best by computerization."

Yet he did not fight merely for the sake of a battle. He fought to preserve the present
PREVENT THE THINGS HE LOVED FROM BECOMING THE PAST. HE WAS BORN AND RAISED IN THE EAST. HE ATTENDED
both Yale and Harvard, became a member of Manhattan society where he traveled with men such as F. P. Adams, 
Alexander Woolcott, Damon Runyon and Robert Benchley. For many years he wrote a column for the New York 
Herald Tribune, and he was named one of Cafe Society's lo best dressed men. But Broadway changed 
Beebe did not want to change with it. He abandoned it to its fate sometime before World War II and moved 
to the west where he found and clung to the last vestiges of life as he saw it. He purchased the 
Virginia City, Nevada, "Enterprise," and began his journalistic attacks on progress for progress' sake.
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Early in this period the steam engine became his symbol of both the west and the good life. With Charles 
Clegg he wrote and published "Narrow Gauge in the Rockies" and "Rio Grande," illustrated histories of 
Colorado railroading, and but two of 33 volumes produced by the team. In 1937 he carried his fight right 
into the paneled loftiness of Rio Grande headquarters, presenting then-president Al Perlman his views on
THE PROPOSED SlLVERTON ABANDONMENT. BEEBE AND RAILFANS EVERYWHERE TRIUMPHED.

LATER JOINED THE ROCKY MOUNTAINHE BECAME A REGULAR DENVER VISITOR IN HIS PRIVATE RAILROAD CAR 
railroad Club. He traveled annually to Central City to review the opera and the festival — and each 
YEAR HE PLEADED THAT THE MOUNTAIN TOWN "BE GIVEN BACK TO THE PLAIN FOLKS." ALL AROUND HIM WAS DECLINE 
AND HE NEVER CEASED,TO FIGHT IT. IN CORRESPONDENCE EARLIER THIS YEAR HE EXPRESSED THIS VIEW:. "MY 
FEELING FOR COLORADO AND ESPECIALLY THE BIG SKY AND SPACES IS CONSIDERABLE. DENVER IS DECLINING, LIKE 
EVERYTHING ELSE, INTO A DREARINESS OF SUB-MEDIOCRITY. TOO MUCH OF EVERYTHING, MOSTLY PEOPLE."
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We mourn Lucius Beebe. And WE CAN THINK OF NO MORE APPROPRIATE EPITAPH THAN TO QUOTE FROM HIS INTRO-
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DUCT!ON TO THE BOOK, "NARROW GAUGE IN THE ROCKIES";

"Mostly the iron ponies are now stabled forever amidst fields of asphodel and beyond the 
margin of Acheron. Their recollection is a gentle one. cherished in the hearts of many 
men. Lonely are the meadows of Middle Park and white the snows under the night winds at 
TELLURIDE, for the past is there. And the great blaze of memory for a golden time.”
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FAN TRIP OPPORTUNITIES DIMINISH AS GB&Q HAS announced the retirement of the last of its steam power -
AND WE ARE FACED WITH THE TASK OF WRITING TWO OBITUARIES IN THE 
SAME ISSUE OF "RAIL REPORT o'"BURLINGTON RETIRES LAST TWO STEAMERS The announcement by Burlington pres­

ident Louis Menk came as a surprise to railfans across the country because they had been promised one of 
the engines by the line's former president Murphy when he retired last year. Such is not to be the case, 
however, and we cannot help but think how appropriate that this news and the report of Lucius Beebe's 
death should appear in the same issue.

The two steamers, NO. 4.960, BUILT in 1923, and no. 5632, outshopped in 1940, made irregular and widely 
spaced appearances in the Denver area, the railroad prefer!ng to keep them east of the Missouri on what
THEY CONSIDER THE "MAINLINE.” THE 4960 MADE ITS FINAL DENVER APPEARANCE NEARLY THREE YEARS AGO WHEN IT
powered the Club's 25th anniversary run to Colorado Springs and the Antlers Hotel (it, too, now just a 
memory) on May ii, 1963. That, if you'll remember, is the trip on which we ran low on water southbound 
AND HAD to CALL ON THE U.S. AiR FORCE ACADEMY'S FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR ASSISTANCE?

That same year saw the 5632 in the west for the last time as it made runs north and south of Denver in 
late August and early September with fan specials sponsored by the NRHS in connection with its national 
convention.

4960 TURNED HERO (OR HEROINE, WHICHEVER THE CASE MAY BE) DURING LAST YEAR'S MIDWESTERN SPRING FLOODS.

The rampaging Mississippi inundated Burlington mainline tracks and the veteran steamer was called upon to
GET BOTH FREIGHT AND PASSENGER TRAFFIC THROUGH THE STRICKEN AREA BECAUSE WATER ON THE TRACKS WOULD HAVE

W i THOU‘r THE SERVICES OF THE PUFFING 2-8=2, THE Q WOULD HAVE
JN HAPPIER TIMES THE 496c WAS AGAIN

SHORTED OUT DIESEL'S AXLE-MOUNTED MOTORS.
HAD TO MAKE A LONG AMD COSTLY DETOUR UNTIL FLOOD WATERS RECEDED.
STEAMED UP LAST JULY TO JOIN IN THE SGHLITZ BREWING. CO.'S JULY 4-TH CELEBRATION BY HAULING A CIRCUS TRAIN 
BELONGING TO THE CIRCUS WORLD MUSEUM FROM BARAB00, WIS., TO MILWAUKEE. Photographs of the event show her

HEW OWN AND a SMALLER ONE CARRYING THE G&S HERALD.EQUIPPED WITH TWO TENDERS“

The Burlington press release announcing the engines' retirement quoted president Menk as follows; "The
MEN WHO ONCE RESTORED STEAM LOCOMOTIVES HAVE RETIRED, AND THEIR SKILLS ARE NO LONGER AVAILABLE. REPAIR 
PARTS ARE DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN AND OFTEN REQUIRE SPECIAL MACHINING AND OPERATION. TRYING TO OPERATE STEAM 
LOCOMOTIVES ON AN ALL DIESEL RAILROAD WHERE RADIO AND ELECTRONICS ARE COMMONPLACE HAS PROVED TOO DIFFICULT."

HE CLOSED BY ADDING THAT THE BURLINGTON HAS PLACED A DOZEN STEAMERS ON PERMANENT DISPLAY AT CITIES ALONG
its line (Denver, for some reason, seems to have been omitted) so the "Iron Horse will not soon be forgotten."

We MUST TAKE EXCEPTION TO Mr. MENK AND HIS POLICIES. SHOULD ANYONE WANT TO FIND OUT WHAT AN "IRON HORSE" 
LOOKS LIKE ALL HE NEED DO IS GO TO THE APPROPRIATE VOLUME OF ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA, OR ANY ONE OF DOZENS 
OF EQUALLY COMMON SOURCES (INCLUDING THE LATE, LATE SHOW). WHAT WE AS RAILFANS WANT PRESERVED IS NOT THE 
SIGHT OF A DEAD LOCOMOTIVE (ALTHOUGH WE MUST ADMIT THAT THIS IS BETTER THAN NOTHING) BUT THE SIGHT AND 
SOUND OF A STEAMER IN ACTION — THE NOSTALGIA OF A R10 GRANDE "JOURNEY TO YESTERYEAR," OR THE THRILL OF A 
90 MPH-PLUS SPEED RUN ON THE UP, OR THE HAPPINESS OF AN OLD FASHIONED PICNIC EXCURSION WITH SINGING RAILS' 
NO. 31. OF THE ECONOMICS INVOLVED WE MUST GIVE Mr. MENK HIS POINT — BUT ADD [N THE NEXT BREATH "WHERE 
THERE'S A WILL ...." ETC., AND POINT WITH GLEE TO THE UNION PACIFIC WHICH EVEN NOW IS SPENDING THOUSANDS 
ON THE 8444, AND TO THE RlO GRANDE WHICH CARRIES 22 STEAM LOCOMOTIVES ON ITS JANUARY I, 1966, EQUIPMENT 
ROSTER. AND WE CAN ALL NAME OTHERS.

Mr. Menk made h;s point nicely — but he missed the point.
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A FINAL REMINDER THAT S 966 CLUB DUES ARE PAYABLE ANY TIME.

AS THEY HAVE BEEN FOR ANUMBER OF YEARS J 
FOR OUT-OF-STATE MEMBERS.

THE YEAR OF MEMBERSHIP AND THE CARD NUMBER ARE PRINTED EACH YEAR BY AN OLD AND SPECIAL PROCESS

These remain the same 
$3.00 for Colorado residents, just $2.00

gUES, DUES, DUES, DUES

DUE , DUE, DUE, DUE 
CARDS.

And we should comment here on the Club's membership

s
Charles Ryland, Club memberinvolving a great deal of hand labor, which produces the raised lettering.

AND PROPRIETOR OF THE SMOKING STACK PRESS IN GOLDEN, COLO., IS IN CHARGE OF THIS YEARLY OPERATION, ASSISTED
Members' names are typewritten using a special typeTHIS YEAR BY W. J. GORDON, Ed HALEY AND 0ICK KlNDIG.
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Be the first in your neighborhood to have one of these attractive CARDS — SENDFONT AND THEN HAND SIGNED. 
YOUR DUES IN TODAY!

*******

"COLORADO MIDLAND" THREE-QUARTERS SOLD; SOME 4jj00 COPIES OF "COLORADO MIDLAND," THE CLUB’S FOURTH MAJOR 
RAIL HISTORY, HAVE BEEN SOLD TO DATE. THIS LEAVES JUST I 300 
COPIES REMAINING — EACH NUMBERED AND AUTOGRAPHED BY AUTHOR

Morris Cafky. This may sound like a great quantity, but we must remind you that these first 4500 copies
HAVE BEEN SOLD IN JUST 12 MONTHS (THE FASTEST SALES PACE TO BE ATTAINED BY ANY CLUB VOLUME). WE WON’T 
GUESS HOW MUCH LONGER THE BOOK WILL BE AVAILABLE 
ST BEFORE TOO LONG.

COPIES STILL AVAILABLE BY MAIL FROM CLUB

BUT WE WILL SUGGEST THAT ANYONE WISHING A COPY ORDER

"Colorado Midland," all 475 pages of it, is available for just $14.00, postpaid, from The Rocky Mountain 
Railroad Club, 2561 S. Cook St., Denver, Colorado 80210. (Colorado residents add 3$ tax, Denver residents 
add 5$.)
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FULLMAN MEMOR|AL FUND GROWS AS CONTRIBUTIONS THE FULLMAN MEMORIAL FUND, ESTABLISHED LAST YEAR BY THE CLUB’S
BOARD OF DIRECTORS TO HONOR THE MEMORY OF BERT FULLMAN, LONG­
TIME CLUB MEMBER AND FORMER DENVER AND SALT LAKE ENGINEER, 

CONTINUES TO GROW AS CONTRIBUTIONS ARRIVE REGULARLY FROM INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS. MOST RECENT GROUP CONTRI­
BUTION WAS ANNOUNCED LAST MONTH BY THE GHOST TOWN CLUB OF COLORADO. BERT BELONGED TO THIS POPULAR GROUP 
FOR MANY YEARS — AND WE SINCERELY APPRECIATE THE ACTION OF THEIR BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN MAKING A CONTRIBU­
TION TO THE FUND.

FROM INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS CONTINUE

Plans call for the money to be used to purchase rail and history volumes and present them to the Denver 
Public Library for its renowned western history collection.
IDENTIFY IT AS BELONGING TO THE FULLMAN MEMORIAL COLLECTION.

A SPECIAL BOOK PLATE IN EACH VOLUME WILL

In addition, Club member and artist Howard Fogg has agreed to do a d&sl oil which, with an appropriate
PLAQUE, WILL ALSO BE PRESENTED TO THE LIBRARY IN BERT’S HONOR. THE LIBRARY’S COLLECTION OF PICTURES AND 
MAPS IS ALSO EXTENSIVE AND MEMBERS WISHING TO MAKE CONTRIBUTIONS MAY DONATE SUCH ITEMS RATHER THAN FUNDS.
Contributions should be sent to the Club at oup, regular Denver post office address.
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DENVER CORNERSTONE 0PENiNG REVEALS 1883 Another long-time Denver landmark has fallen victim to the
The 80-year-old First Unitedhammer blows of "PROGRESS."

Presbyterian Church at the corner of !4th Avenue and LincolnNEWSPAPERS WITH UP AND D&RG ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Street is no more. Citizens of that long-ago day, however, left reminders of now-forgotten times and events
IN THE BUILDING'S CORNERSTONE WHICH WAS OPENED WHEN THE CHURCH WAS DEMOLISHED. AMONG OTHER PAPERS WAS

the January 1, 1882 issue (volume 1, number 1) of "The Earnest Presbyterian" containing several announce­
ments OF INTEREST TO PRESENT-DAY RAILFANS. ONE CONCERNS DENVER AND RlO GRANDE CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS, THE 
OTHER DETAILS THE ADVANTAGES OF THE UNION PACIFIC’S "NEW" JULESBURG CUT-OFF. OUR THANKS TO MEMBER BOB 
Andrews for passing these on to us. Let’s look at the Union Pacific this month, and save the D&RG for
NEXT ISSUE.

Under the headline "Omaha and Denver Short Line ... Its Convenience to Colorado Business Men," the Union 
Pacific makes this announcement:

"The Union Pacific Company will run a fast Omaha express through between Denver and Omaha daily, 
OVER THE RECENTLY CONSTRUCTED JULESBURG CUT-OFF.

Schedule
Leave Denver (breakfast) .............
Arrive Sterling (dinner) ...............
Arrive North Platte (supper) ........
Arrive Omaha ..............................
Arrive Council Bluffs (breakfast)
Arrive Chicago .....

Time: Denver to Omaha, 235 hours;
"THIS NEW route IS 186 MILES SHORTER THAN ANY RIVAL, SIX HOURS THE QUICKEST TO OMAHA, SEVEN TO !5 HOURS THE
quickest to Chicago, St. Louis and all points east, and it runs the finest trains ever built — constructed 
by the Pullman company expressly for this line. They embody every feature of safety, convenience and luxury 
yet attained in railway equipment. !t is the only through line possessing a water grade across the plains
(AVERAGING LESS THAN 10 FEET TO THE MILE). IT IS THE MOST PICTURESQUE ROUTE, HAS THE BEST DINING STATIONS, 
THE HEAVIEST STEEL RAILS, BEST IRON BRIDGES AND MOST CAREFUL BALLASTING.

.... 8:00 A.M.

.... I 5 20 P.M.
-----  7:30 P.M.
.... 7:30 A.M.
.... 8:00 A.M.
.... 6 :20 A.M.

Denver to Chicago, 46 hours.
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"Passengers from leadville, Gunnison, San Jual and all points in southern Colorado make close connection 
in the Union Depot, Denver, and arrive in Chicago and all eastern cities so as to have a full day for busi­
ness ON the day of arrival, practically saving FROM I 2 to 84 HOURS and avoiding all night changes."
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1966 RiO GRANDE NG EQUIPMENT ROSTER SHOWS 

22 ENG INES , 1257 CARS OF VAR IOUS KINDS
Each year the D&RG publishes an equipment roster showing both
STANDARD AND NARROW GAUGE ENGINES AND CARS OWNED AND ON HAND 
as of January i.

US AND THE THOUGHT OCCURRED THAT SOME OF OUR MEMEERS MIGHT LIKE TO HAVE AN OFFICIAL LIST.
THE LINE WILL QUICKLY OBSERVE THAT SOME OF THE EQUIPMENT LISTED, PARTICULARLY ENGINES, IS NOT SERVICEABLE. 
But they still qualify for THE ROSTER AS "EQUIPMENT owned™—SO here's how the narrow gauge looked as of 
January i, 1966;

This has always made interesting reading for
Those who know

Engines .... 464 (class K-27)s build 1903; 473, 476, 47s (class K-23), built 1923; 480-489 (class K-36),
Totals 22.

Passenger Cars .... 126 (baggage), built 1883; 212 (coagh and baggage), built 1878; 312, 323, 327
(COACH), BUILT S S 87 5 COACHES 284 (BUILT 1880), 306 {BUILT I88l), 319 AND 320 (BUILT 1882), 
330-337 (steel, built 1963, 1964), 350 (The Alamosa), built s880s open coaches 400, 401 
AND 402- (BUILT 1963 AND 1963).

Freight cars .... 130-169 (regrsgepator); 3000-3749 (box), 5300-3849 (stock); 1000-1499, 1500-1899,
9200-9573, 700-899, 9600-9619 (all gondolas); 6200-6219, 6300-6314, 6400-6407, 6500-6544, 
6526, 6527, 6600-6694, 6700-6774 (all flats of various types); plus to CABOOSES, 04343
(BUILT 1897), 04982 (BUILT !901) , AND O5CO-O589 (BUILT 1880). CONSTRUCTION DATES FOR 
FREIGHT CARS RANGE FROM (898 FOR THE 92OO-9573 GONDOLAS, TO 1955 FOR THE 6600 AND 67OO

Totals it 66.
Non-revenue .... Business car B-7 (the Will'am Jackson Palmer); 7 mail and baggage, 3 coach outfit,

1 TOURIST OUTFIT, 8 WATER CARS, ! EXCURSION OUTFIT CAR, 20 BOX OUTFIT CARS, 7 BALLAST 
CARS, 8 FLAT OUTFIT CARS, 1 COAL OUTFIT CAR, 1 PILE DRIVER, 8 FLANGERS, 2 ROTARY SNOW 
PLOWS, 1 CONSTRUCTION DERRICK AND 1 JORDAN SPREADER.

BUILT I925; 490~499 (CLASS K-37), BUILT 1928-30.

Totals 21.

SERIES FLAT CARS.

3

Totals 70*
Total all carss izy*
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SHOP »N SWAP Just two items this month — and a reminder that you may list your needs or offer items
Deadline for the April, issue is March 21.SIMPLY BY SENDING THE INFORMATION 7C THE EDITOR.

MOODY'S RAILROAD MANUALS — FOR SALE
Issues of 1943, 1945 and 1947 — over 1500 pages each. Fine condition (except corner of 1943 back
COVER SLIGHTLY DAMAGED). $3.00 EACH POSTPAID FROM CARL F. MATHEWS, 0O9 N. INSTITUTE, COLORADO SPRINGS, 
Colorado S0903.

LIVE STEAMER (MINIATURE) — WANTED
Want to buy live steam engine, 35" gauge or larger, but small type engine. Contact Kenneth Scheer,
7331 Newton Street, Westminster, Colorado 8Q030.
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THOUGHT FOR MARCH March marks, hopefully, the first appearance of spring.
say ON THE SUBJECT IN "THESE THOUSAND HlLLS”3 

"The warm wind kept blowing like a low chant from the land or like the flurry of FAR WINGS ...

A. B. Guthrie had this to

LAPPING UP THE SNOW ... UNTIL THE WHOLE BODY OF EARCri LAY BROWN AND BREATHING EXCEPT FOR THE
Chinook, promise ofTOPKNOTS OF BUTTES AMD, AWAY AND AWAY 

SPRING."
THE HIGH FLOAT OF MOUNTAINS OOO
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Ted S. McKee, President 
Ed Schneider, Vice President

Richard H. Kindig, Secretary 
Ane 0. Clint, Treasurer


