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MEETING NOTICE: Date___Wednesday, May 11, 1966

Time---- 8:00 p.m.
Place...Western Federal Savings 

Building (basement 
MEETING ROOM),
717-17th St., Denver

PROGRAM NOTES: A TWO SECTION STEAM SPECIAL BY JlM EHERNBERGER OF CHEYENNE. SECTION ONE 
WILL BE A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE COLORADO AND SOUTHERN FROM SlXELA, NEW MEXICO, 
to Wendover, Wyoming. The second section, "Steam and Smoke," will be an
ACCOUNT OF THE GALLANT STEAM LOCOMOTIVE AT HER BEST ... A VARIETY OF ACTION
scenes on Colorado and western railroads: UP, D&RGW (standard and narrow 
gauges), C&S, Great Western, etc. Jim promises a smoke-filled evening that
EVERYONE SHOULD ENJOY TO THE UTMOST.

*********
CLUB OFFERS OFFICIAL SOUVENIR ENVELOPE To COMMEMORATE OUR 15th ANNUAL EXCURSION OVER THE 

Denver & Rio Grande narrow gauge, we have made 
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE POST OFFICE DEPART- 

ThIS TYPE OF ENVELOPE, OR "COVER," IS HIGHLY PRIZED BY
Ours will carry a special "cachet" imprint identifying the

OF 15th ANNUAL JOURNEY TO YESTERYEAR
MENT TO ISSUE A SOUVENIR ENVELOPE.
STAMP COLLECTORS EVERYWHERE.
EVENT AND SHOWING A BEAUTIFUL LINE DRAWING OF A NARROW GAUGE ENGINE UNDER FULL STEAM BY CLUB
director Tom Gray.

Publicity on our commemorative cover was released nationwide last month in magazines pub­
lished FOR STAMP COLLECTORS, AND FROM THE RESPONSE THUS FAR IT APPEARS THAT OUR TOTAL WILL 
NUMBER IN THE THOUSANDS.
THEN BE TRANSPORTED ON OUR EXCURSION TRAIN FROM ALAMOSA TO SlLVERTON.
IN THE POST OFFICE THERE TO RECEIVE A POSTMARK FROM THIS FAMOUS OLD MINING TOWN.

Envelopes are being stamped with the cachet in Denver and will
They will be deposited

Club members who would like to add one of these unique envelopes to their accumulation of
RAIL MEMORABILIA SHOULD SEND SELF-ADDRESSED ENVELOPES WITH FIRST CLASS POSTAGE AFFIXED TO
Ted McKee, c/o Rocky Mountain Railroad Club, P. 0. Box 2391, Denver, Colorado 80201. Be
SURE TO KEEP YOUR ADDRESS WELL TO THE RIGHT, ALLOWING AT LEAST THREE INCHES OF BLANK AREA 
ON THE LEFT FOR THE CACHET. The Post Office requires three and one-half inches for can-

Dead-CELLATI ON AND POSTMARK, SO ENVELOPES MUST BE AT LEAST SIX AND ONE-HALF INCHES WIDE. 
LINE FOR RECEIPT IN DENVER IS MAY 25.

*********
LAST CHANCE TO ORDER TICKETS We WILL BE WELL INTO MAY BY THE TIME YOU RECEIVE THIS WHICH 

MEANS THAT YOU SHOULD SOON BE SENDING IN RESERVATIONS FOR
the Memorial Day excursion.FOR MEMORIAL DAY EXCURSION

TRAIN CAPACITY IS NEARLY UNLIMITED, SO PLENTY OF SEATS ARE AVAILABLE. BUT EACH YEAR SOME 
LATE-COMERS HAVE TROUBLE FINDING A PLACE TO STAY IN AlAMOSA, AND OCCASIONALLY IN DURANGO 
(except at the outlying motels). We are well ahead of ticket sales compared to this time 
LAST YEAR AND WE URGE YOU TO SEND RESERVATIONS IN PROMPTLY. TICKETS ARE JUST $21.00 FOR 
ADULTS AND $11.00 FOR SHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES OF FIVE AND 12. We WILL FURNISH A LIST OF 
HOTELS AND MOTELS IN BOTH ALAMOSA AND DURANGO SO YOU CAN MAKE ARRANGEMENTS BEFORE THINGS GET

With the addition of new coaches

CROWDED. *********
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MOFFAT TUNNEL TRIP WITH #51 It was cold and snowing, the mountains were shrouded in

FOG AND CLOUD, BUT SOME 250 FANS ABOARD THE CLUB'S RECENT 
AQpLAIMED AS FOG-BOUND SUQQESS Moffat Tunnel special enjoyed every minute of our unusual
OUTING.

We WERE delayed WITHIN HALF an HOUR AFTER DEPARTURE DUE TO MOUNTAINS OF CLINKERS AND DIRT 
CLOGGING THE ENGINE'S FIREBOX GRATES, CAUSING STEAM PRESSURE TO DROP. A STRAINING CREW 
WORKED AT THE SHAKER BAR TO CLEAR THE GRATES BUT WE LOST 30 MINUTES OR MORE IN THE PROCESS.
Cause of the trouble was an unimaginative yard crew who, rather than stocking our tender
WITH COAL FROM a CARLOAD DONATED FOR THE TRIP BY THE PlTTSBURG AND MIDWAY COAL COMPANY, 
SIMPLY USED A CLAMSHELL TO PICK UP A MONTHS-OLD PILE FROM THE GROUND. THEY ALSO MANAGED 
TO SCOOP UP SIX OR EIGHT INCHES OF DIRT, GRAVEL AND ASSORTED DEBRIS WHICH, OF COURSE,
SIFTED TO THE BOTTOM OF THE FIREBOX AND CAUSED ALL OUR PROBLEMS.

With the grates cleared we set off again and reached our first scheduled photo stop at 
Clay where our train was due to make a run on the bi-level loop. The loop's lower level 
was lost in fog and snow from the photographers' vantage point so the run-by was SKIPPED.
At our next stop, near Plain siding, the train became nothing but a disembodied head­
light in the fog at a distance OF 25 yards but everyone agreed that it was probably the 
most unusual run-by in Club hi story!

51's grates starting cloggin again shortly after and she was only averaging 8 MPH on the 
stiff grade. In the interest of the operating efficiency of the Rio Grande we coupled
OUR WATER TRAIN (DIESEL, WATER car AND caboose) ahead OF #51 IN ORDER TO MAKE BETTER TIME,
The diesel supplied power, but operating and grade crossing whistle signals were the 
steamer’s domain. Fans with tape recorders had a field day preserving for the wonderment
OF FUTURE GENERATIONS WHAT APPARENTLY WAS A GROWLER FITTED WITH A STEAM LOCOMOTIVE WHISTLEl

At THE REMAINING PHOTO STOPS THE DIESEL WAS CUT OFF THE TRAIN ANO #51 FLASHEO BY OUR 
CAMERAS IN GRAND STYLE. FOR THE EASTBOUND TRIP THE WATER TRAIN AGAIN TOOK ITS RIGHTFUL 
SPOT AS SECOND SECTION AND, THANKS TO ENGINEER MICKEY HANSEN AND A SKILLED RlO GRANDE CTC 
OPERATOR WHO SET UP A RUNNING MEET WITH A WESTBOUND FREIGHT, WE STEAMED INTO DENVER JUST 
20 MINUTES LATE.

All ABOARD, INCLUDING PASSENGERS FROM AS FAR AWAY AS DALLAS AND OMAHA, AGREED THAT THE 
TRIP, DESPITE DIRT IN THE COAL AND WINTER-LIKE WEATHER, WAS ONE OF THE MOST MEMORABLE EVER 
OPERATED BY THE CLUB.

iL CLAUTER. JR.. FIRST WITH CORRECT ANSWER A. J. Clauter, Jr., geneva, III
RUN-AWAY WINNER OF A SET OF CLUB DECALS WITH 
THE EARLIEST CORRECT ANSWER TO THE RAILROAD

WAS THE* »

IQ "WHO jS THE ENGINEER?" BRAIN TEASER
PUZZLER WHICH APPEARED IN THE APRIL "RAIL REPORT." Mr. CLAUTER, WITH AN APRIL 7 A.M. POST­
MARK, CORRECTLY DEDUCED THAT THE ENGINEER COULD ONLY BE SMITH. OUR CONGRATULATIONS FOR
BOTH QUICK THINKING AND FAST ACTION.

So,Answers were submitted by scores of readers, together with requests for more puzzlers.
as TIME AND SPACE PERMIT, WE WILL PRESENT MORE OF THE SAME IN FUTURE ISSUES.

Now, here is the correct solution to "Who is the engineer?" —
The brakeman, who lives halfway between Chicago and Detroit, also lives near 
Mr. Blank, who earns three times as much month as he does. Mr. Blank can't be 
Mr. Robinson, as Mr. Robinson lives in Detroit. He can't be Mr. Jones, as 
Mr. Jones' $20,000 a year isn't divisible by three. Therefore the brakeman's 
NEIGHBOR MUST BE MR. SMITH.

The passenger whose name is the same as the brakeman's lives in Chicago. He 
can't be Mr. Robinson, as Mr. Robinson lives in Detroit. He can't be Mr, Smith, 
as Mr. Smith is a neighbor of the brakeman, who lives halfway between Chicago 
and Detroit. Therefore he must be Mr. Jones.
Therefore the brakeman's name is also Jones.
Smith beats the fireman at billiards, so the fireman must be Robinson.
Therefore the engineer is Smith.

!

!

!
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According to the experts on such matters, not too many people can come up with the correct 
ANSWER.
PROBLEM MANAGED TO REACH THE RIGHT CONCLUSIONS.
TO THE FOLLOWING CLUB MEMBERS WHO CORRECTLY NAMED SMITH AS THE ENGINEER:

IN ONE TEST GROUP, FOR EXAMPLE, ONLY SIX OF 240 PEOPLE TRYING THIS PARTICULAR
SO WE SHOULD ALSO OFFER A TIP OF THE HAT

Lewis Palmer, Denver; Mike Blecha, Denver; H. C. Wroton, Denver; Ira Fistell, Madison, 
Wis.; Bob Knight, Phoenix, Ariz.; John Kearns, Denver; Gibson Gardner, Denver; Don 
Morgan, Littleton, Colo.; Emil Schmutzler, Denver; Charles O'Halloran, Jefferson City, 
Mo.; Al Bartlett, Boulder, Colo.; Francis Swain, Denver; Mark Swerdfeger, North Holly­
wood, Calif.; Bruce Carroll, Oak Park, III.; Donald Robinson, Greenfield, Mass.; Tom 
Taplin, Englewood, Colo.; E. M. Swain, Oklahoma City, Okla„; R. M. Ralston, Saratoga, 
Calif.; Stephen Hqskin, Boulder, Colo.; Edward W. Gray, Jr., Raleigh, N. C.

We'll have anotherOur thanks to everyone who submitted an answer — right or wrong, 
puzzler in a few months. *********
WIDER MARGINS PROVIDED FOR We have received a number of request from readers to provide 

a wider left margin so that copies of "Rail Report" could be 
punched for filing in ring binders without destroying any 

printing. We are delighted, with this issue, to change the margin width — and grateful 
that so many readers are saving their Club newsletters.

PUNCHING "RAIL REPORT"

Which brings up a question: 
master index of past newsletter material so that filed or bound copies could serve as a 
ready reference "library" of miscellaneous information and historical notes published over

F ENOUGH INTEREST IS EVIDENCED — DROP US A NOTE WE WILL COMPILE SUCH AN 
INDEX AND PUBLISH IT IN A FUTURE ISSUE.

We wonder how many members would be interested in having a

RECENT YEARS.

*********
1966 POCKET CALENDARS SHOW EX-F&CC #20. We made a note to ourselves several weeks ago —

AND PROMPTLY MISPLACED IT — TO INCLUDE A PARA­
GRAPH OF EXPLANATION ABOUT THE 1966 CLUB POCKET 

SO, A MONTH LATE BUT WE HOPE AS USEFUL,
NOW OWNED BY ROCKY MOUNTAiN RAILROAD CLUB
CALENDARS IN THE APRIL ISSUE OF "RAIL REPORT." I s
THAT PARAGRAPH —

The engine shown is ex-Florence & Cripple Creek #20, built for that spectacular mountain 
line (Cripple Creek to Canyon City) by Schnectady in 1899. It was named the "Portland" and 
SERVED THE WILD SLIM GAUGE UNTIL 1916 WHEN IT WAS SOLD TO THE RlO GRANDE SOUTHERN, BECOMING 
their #20. With the demise of the RGS, the engine was purchased by the Rocky Mountain Rail­
road Club in 1952. She was cleaned up, painted and relettered with the original F&CC
LETTERING AND IS NOW ON DISPLAY WITH OTHER CLUB-OWNED EQUIPMENT AT THE COLORADO RAILROAD
Museum near Golden.

*********
SHOP 'N SWAP Some interesting items this month — and a reminder that we will publish non­

commercial LISTINGS OF RAILROAD ITEMS FOR SALE, OR WANTED, BY CLUB MEMBERS. 
Items should be submitted by the 20th of the month preceding publication.

INFORMATION WANTED
Would like to hear from anyone owning Railway Equipment Register circa 1920 who
WOULD BE WILLING TO ANSWER a FEW QUESTIONS CONCERNING CERTAIN CARS. ALSO NEED 
INFORMATION ON STEAM LOCOMOTIVES WITH TWIN EXHAUST STACKS. A. F. VON BLON, JR., 
1208 Locust, Muskogee, Okla.

PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED
Will pay up to $2.50 each for original pictures of Colorado and western mining 
towns. Francis Rizzari, 1716 Viewpoint Rd., Denver, Colo. 80215

MIDLAND TERMINAL LIGHT — FOR SALE
Back-up light from Midland Terminal engine #59, $15.00. DelGerbazb 9269 Molly 
Woods, La Mesa, Calif. 92041



-4-
MIDLAND TERMINAL MATERIAL — WANTED

Would like to locate wicker chairs, dining car chairs, silverware, china, silver
SERVICE AND OTHER MATERIAL SOLD BY MIDLAND TERMINAL BETWEEN, GENERALLY, 1933 AND 
1940. Del Gerbaz, 9269 Molly Woods, La Mesa, Calif. 92041

RAILROAD BOOKS — FOR SALE
"Trains Album of Photographs" (Colorado, SP, far west), lightly stained, fair 
condition, $5.00. "Electric Railways," cover missing, $3.00. Extra new copy of 
"Steam Locomotives of the Burlington," $12.00. "A Locomotive Engineer's Album" 
by Abdill, $10.00. Also have a few back issues of "Railroad" magazine, 1933-42.
Need issues from 1929-^45. Andrew Wittenborn, 109 Edgemont Rd., Scarsdale, N.Y. 10584

*********

THOUGHT FOR MAY If you had a bank that credited your account each morning WITH $86,400 
which carried over no balance from day to day, allowed you to keep no 

cash in your account, and every evening cancelled out whatever part of that amount you 
FAILED TO USE DURING THE DAY, WHAT WOULD YOU DO? DRAW OUT EVERY CENT, OF COURSE! YOU DO 
HAVE SUCH A BANK. It's NAME IS TlME. EVERY MORNING IT CREDITS YOU WITH 86,400 SECONDS.
Every night it rules as lost whatever of this you have failed to invest for good purpose. 
It carries over no balance, and allows no over-drafts. If you fail to use the day's
DEPOSIT, THE LOSS IS YOURS. THERE IS NO GOING BACK, NO DRAWING AGAINST TOMORROW. INVEST 
YOUR SECONDS WISELY.

*********

Ted S. McKee, President 
Ed Schneider, Vice President

Richard H. Kindig, Secretary 
Ane 0. Clint, Treasurer


