
Rocky Mountain Rail Report

The Rocky Mountain Railroad Club
P.0. Box 2391

JUNE 1956
Denver, Colorado 80201

No. 82

CURRENT NEWS AND HISTORICAL NOTES OF 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAILROADING PUBLISHED 
MONTHLY FOR ITS MEMBERS BY THE ROCKY

MOUNTAIN RAILROAD CLUB 
Editor--------- Ted McKee

MEETING NOTICE: Date .-. ^Wednesday, June 8th, 1966 
. . 8:00 p.m.
. . Western Federal Savings Building (basement meeting room), 

717 - 17th St., Denver, Colorado

Time . . 
Place .

PROGRAM NOTES: The program will be presented by club member W. R. Bailey and will consist 
OF MOVIES (WITH SOUND) FROM THE UNION PACIFIC LINE IN THE NORTH TO A TRIP 
in Mexico in the south. Rusty promises lots of steam, smoke and sound.

*********
15th ANNUAL JOURNEY TO YESTER- The Philatelic cachet commemorating the 15th annual Memorial

day trip over the D&RGW narrow gauge has produced an amazing 
amount of envelopes to be stamped and carried on the trip. Up

TO THE TIME THIS ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN, THERE HAVE BEEN APPROXIMATELY 2600 ENVELOPES RECEIVED FOR 
THE CACHET. THEY WILL BE POST-MARKED AT SlLVERTON AND MAILED FROM THERE.

YEAR PHILATELIC CACHET

49 OF THE 50 STATES ARE REPRESENTED - RHODE ISLAND BEING THE 50TH STATE. COLORADO WAS RUNNING 
IN 4TH PLACE WITH CALIFORNIA, NEW YORK AND PENNSYLVANIA THE FIRST 3 IN THAT ORDER. CANADA IS 
WELL REPRESENTED WITH CACHETS BEING MAILED TO 15 DIFFERENT CITIES AND TOWNS. THE COUNTRIES OF
New Zealand, Australia, England, Ireland, Germany, France, Belgium, Italy, Brazil, and the 
Republic of South Africa are all included in the cachet envelopes. The postmaster of Silverton 
is among those sending in envelopes.

Ophir, Colorado; Little Silver, New
Many old issues of stamps 

Railroad commemorative stamps were used

Some of the interesting addresses on the cachets are:
Jersey; Sept Isles, Quebec, Canada; and the Prince Edward Islands.
WERE USED AS POSTAGE ON THESE COMMEMORATIVE ENVELOPES. 
QUITE FREQUENTLY WITH THE OLDEST BEING A 2(Z 1901 ISSUE.

*********
ON THIS DATE THE CLUB WILL OPERATE AN EXCURSION TRAIN OUT OF DENVER
to Lyons, Colorado using the Colorado & Southern trackage as far as 
Burns Junction and thence over the CB&Q via Lafayette, Longmont and 

Hygiene to Lyons. Steam Locomotive No. 51, the property of club members John Birmingham and 
James Arneill, will power our train and photo stops are being arranged. Tickets are $7.00 for 
ADULTS AND $3.50 FOR CHILDREN OVER FIVE AND UNDER THIRTEEN. BRING THE FAMILY AND YOUR PICNIC 
LUNCH AND SPEND A SUNDAY ON THE TRAIN. TRIP ANNOUNCEMENTS WILL BE MAILED AS SOON AS AVAILABLE.

BURLINGTON STEAM EXCURSION

SUNDAY. JULY 17th. 1966

*********
ANNUAL DINNER - SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24th, 1966 and UNION PACIFIC 

STEAM EXCURSION - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th, 1966 
These two events have been set back-to-back to give our out-of-

The same locomo-

ANNUAL DINNER - - UP STEAM 

BACK-TO-BACK SPECIAL ! I

TOWN MEMBERS A LITTLE BETTER OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND THE CLUB S ANNUAL DINNER.
TIVE USED FOR THE LYONS TRIP, EX-GREAT WESTERN NO. 51, WILL PULL OUR SPECIAL FROM DENVER TO LONG­
MONT OVER THE C&S ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, RETURNING TO BOULDER FOR DINNER IN THE PRIVATE DINING



-2-
After dinner and the program, we will return to Denver - about 

The trip in the afternoon will include suitable photo stops.
room atop the Harvest House. 
11:00 p.m.

On Sunday, Union Pacific 8444 will haul our special out of Denver via the Dent Branch to 
Cheyenne and over the Harriman Line to Laramie. Here the train will be serviced and turned 
AND THEN WILL OPERATE OVER THE OLD MAIN LINE VIA SHERMAN HILL TO CHEYENNE. THE RETURN TRIP TO 
Denver will be with diesel power. Your ticket includes buffet dining privileges all day long.

KEEP THESE DATES OPEN — more details and a printed folder will be out soon.
* * * * * *

COLORADO HISTORICAL SOCIETY The Rev. Edward T. Bollinger, co-author of "The Moffat Road" and 
long-time Club member, retired from the ministry some time ago, 
and for the past year has been associated with the Colorado State 

Historical Society. Ed has devoted a great deal of attention, time and energy to the collections 
of railroad material lodged with the Society, and the results of his diligent efforts as Curator
ARE NOW BECOMING EVIDENT. MUCH TIME, OF COURSE, HAS BEEN REQUIRED TO FAMILIARIZE HIMSELF WITH

AND THE RIO GRANDE ARCHIVES

THE LARGE VOLUME OF MATERIAL ACQUIRED OVER THE YEARS, BUT REAL PROGRESS HAS BEEN ACHIEVED IN 
SORT ING CLASSIFYING AND FILING THE MANY BOOKS, MAPS, PHOTOS, AND WRITTEN AND PRINTED MATERIALS.

Chief among the Society’s valuable and interesting railroad collection are the archives of the 
Rio Grande. Lodged with the State of Colorado prior to World War II, this material was not
GIVEN MUCH ATTENTION DUE TO PERSONNEL SHORTAGES, AND WAS GENERALLY DIFFICULT OF EASY ACCESS FOR 
RESEARCH. NOW, HOWEVER, A LARGE ROOM ON THE SECOND FLOOR OF THE STATE MUSEUM BUILDING IN
Denver has been set aside for the railroad's archives and the Society's railroad materials, and
THE INFORMATION THEREIN IS BEING RAPIDLY CATALOGUED AND INDEXED.

Included in the items retrieved, for instance, is a magnificent old pigeon-hole desk (with
SECRET LIQUOR COMPARTMENT) ONCE USED BY GENERAL WILLIAM J. PALMER DURING THE EARLY YEARS OF
the Rio Grande. A beauiim.il golden oak roll-top desk, together with matching conference table
AND SET OF CHAIRS, USED BY DAVID H. MOFFAT DURING HIS TENURE AS PRESIDENT OF THE DENVER, NORTH­
WESTERN & Pacific, likewise is in use. For a person merely to sit in the august comfort of 
Dave Moffat's swivel chair, in front of that elaborate desk, gives a feeling of prestige,
SATISFACTION AND WELL-BEING NOT OTHERWISE AVAILABLE TO THE ORDINARY MORTAL)

Although entirely too voluminous to identify individually here (a total of 20,800 items in 
the Rio Grande archives alone), a few noteworthy sectors in the Society's railroad collections 
COMPRISE FOUR SHELVES OF MONTHLY ISSUES OF THE FAMOUS "RED BOOK" ISSUED BY THE DENVER & RlO
Grande early in the Century, more than 10,000 photographs, and a number of William Henry 
Jackson's photographic catalogues with prints from his original negative plates. Although not 
CONSIDERED A part OF THE RAILROAD COLLECTION, THE SOCIETY ALSO MAINTAINS AN IMMENSE FILE OF THE
original Jackson plates, from the small ones to the unbelievable 18" x 22" size. Many years 
ago the Club contributed to the funds raised for the file cabinets necessary to house this 
fantastic Jackson collection of negatives.

The Museum welcomes visitors, and members of the Rocky Mountain Railroad Club who have the 
opportunity to inspect the railroad collection will undoubtedly feel well rewarded for the time
SPENT (AND PERHAPS FRUSTRATED, TOO, BECAUSE MORE TIME IS NOT AVAILABLE)).

*********

RAILROAD HOBBY During May, 1966, a window at Caboose Hobbies, 610-15th street, Denver, was 

DISPLAY generously decorated with material which helped to interest possible passengers 
for our 15th annual Alamosa-Durango-Silverton excursion. Pictures, booklets,

folders, and a few models were included in the well-planned display, which attracted considerable 
interest from passers-by as well as model enthusiasts.
H0n3 (narrow gauge) locomotives, cars and other equipment, Caboose Hobbies is operated by 
Glen Brazelton and Ron Parkhurst.

Noted for its large stock of HO and

*********
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In the Hay issue of Rio Grande's GREEN LIGHT, Editor Vern Immroth has devoted
ALMOST A FULL PAGE OF PICTURES AND TEXT TO THE EXCURSION TO THE MOFFAT 
Tunnel behind ex-Great Western steam engine #51, sponsored by the Club on 

April 17th. In the expectation that this information would be of interest to our readers, 
SUFFICIENT ADDITIONAL COPIES OF THIS ISSUE WERE PURCHASED BY THE CLUB FOR DISTRIBUTION TO ALL 
MEMBERS. These CURRENTLY ARE BEING PLACED IN THE MAIL, AND THOSE WHO DO NOT RECEIVE A COPY 
SHOULD CONTACT THE Club's SECRETARY.

MOFFAT TUNNEL

EXCURSION

*********

RARE BOOKS Many members of the Rocky Mountain Railroad Club are acquainted with the famous 
"Grip Sack" Guides to Colorado and the Western United States published by George 

Crofutt in the 1880's. Most commonly known is the "Vol. I" Colorado edition of 1881; less 
well known are the editions of 1879 (which originally sold for 75 cents, lately seen on the 
shelf at $27.50) and the rather rare Vol. II for Colorado, published in 1885. The latter, in 
reality a second edition of the 1881 book with much additional information, is soon to greet

Guidingthe public in the form of a reprint, with supplemental photographic illustrations, 
hand behind this enterprise is Club member Fred Rosenstock, well known rare book and western
history devotee of Denver. Freo tells us that publication is expected about August, 

Interested readers can be sure of reserving a copy by contacting
in A

limited edition of 2,500.
Fred at 1228 East Colfax Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80218.

*********

work day: work day: 
work day:

Club members are advised that we expect to have a "work day" at the 
Colorado Railroad Museum, 17155 W. 44th Ave., on Saturday, June 11, 1966, 
STARTING at 9:00 A.M. (IN CASE OF BAD WEATHER WE WILL POSTPONE IT UNTIL

THE FOLLOWING SATURDAY, JUNE 18TH.) OUR PROJECTS FOR THE DAY ARE TO PAINT ENGINE #20 AND THE
Fort Collins Birney car, as well as a general house-cleaning of the rest of the equipment.
So if you can come out, we'll be glad to use all the help available — WE WILL BE PLEASED to
SEE YOU EVEN FOR AN HOUR OR TWO, BUT BETTER YET - WE HOPE YOU CAN MAKE IT ALL DAY.

For the newer members, here is a quick review of the Rocky Mountain Railroad Club's equipment 
ON DISPLAY AT THE COLORADO RAILROAD MUSEUM:

Engine No. 20, which is used on the club's pocket calendar this year, was originally 
Florence & Cripple Creek 20, the Rio Grande Southern 20. It was used on a club
EXCURSION ON THE R.G.S., AND WAS PURCHASED BY THE CLUB WHEN THE RAILROAD WAS ABANDONED.

Car "Rico", also from the R.G.S., is a former business car which later saw service on
WORK TRAINS. IT WAS COMPLETELY REBUILT INSIDE BY THE CLUB AND WE ARE QUITE PROUD OF 
THE RESULTS.

Caboose 0578, lettered Denver & Rio Grande Western has been re-sided and re-painted,
AND LETTERED IN THE STYLE OF THE 1890's.

Standard gauge interurban 25 ran between Denver and Golden on the Denver & Inter­
mountain, AND WAS USED MANY TIMES FOR CLUB EXCURSIONS.

Finally, Birney car 22, which ran in Fort Collins until 1951, was purchased by the club 
IN 1952, AND WAS STORED IN GOLDEN UNTIL 1957, WHEN IT WAS MOVED TO THE MUSEUM.

*********
SHOP 'N SWAP Only a few items this month -

INFORMATION WANTED
Would like information re Argentine Central Shays, the date that Argentine 
Central #6 was sold, becoming Clover Valley Lumber Co., #50, and information 
regarding conversion of this engine to standard gauge for CVL. Kent Stephens, 
1051 East Avenue, Chico, California 95926

INFORMATION WANTED
Would like to hear from anyone that has information and/or pictures on the 
D&RG and AT&SF conflict at the Royal Gorge. John Ensign, 4015 Holland Drive, 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado 80033
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ITEMS FOR SALE
Send S S E for list of Railroad items for sale. Stanley McCarthy 
425 Boonville, Springfield, Missouri 65806

J

*********

A’ BASEBALL UME l'RE WAS INFAMOUS FOR HIS FOUL TEMPER ON THE FIELD. 
didn't KNOW WAS THAT HE WAS EVEN WORSE AT HOME.
HIS SON FOR NO REASON.

But what the fans and players 
He'd beat his wife, kick the cat and paddle

He didn't beat hisBut one night he had a few drinks and went home in a real loving mood.
WIFE, HE didn't KICK THE CAT AND HE EVEN TRIED TO GET HIS SON TO SIT ON HIS LAP AND LISTEN
TO A BASEBALL STORY. BUT THE BOY REFUSED^

Which all goes to prove that the son never sits on the brutish umpire.

*********

Ted S. McKee, President Richard H. Kindig, Secretary

Ed Schneider, Vice President Ane 0. Clint, Treasurer


