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MEETING NOTICE

PROGRAM NOTES;

D a t e . . . . W e d n e s d a y , January 11,  1967
Time. . . . 8:00 p.m.
Pl a c e . . . Western Federa1 Savings Bldg . ( l ower level  meet ing room),

17th and C a l i f o r n i a  S t s . ,  Denver

Dick Kindig wi l l  dig back i n t o  his  s l i d e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  wi th some a s s i s ­
t a n ce  from ot her  Club members, and t r e a t  us t o  a program of t h e  d e v e l ­
opment of  t h e  Rocky Mountain Rai l r oad  Club s i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  in 1938.  
Many of t h e  excur s i ons  on now long-gone r a i l  l i n e s  wi l l  be r e c a l l e d ,  
as wi l l  t h o s e  t r i p s  on r out es  s t i l l  o p e r a t i n g  as we d e l ve  i n t o  t h e  
2 8 - year - o1d  h i s t o r y  of  our o r g a n i z a t i o n .

WHITE BALLOT VOTE ELECTS 1967 OFFICERS, DIRECTORS; For t h e  f i r s t  t ime in r ecent  years  a
whi t e  b a l l o t  vot e  was c a s t  at  t h e  

SCHNEIDER AND GRAY NAMED TO TWO TOP POSITIONS a n n u a l  c l u b  e l e c t i o n  c o n d ucted at  our

December meet ing.  Members a t t e n d i n g  t h e  meeting were given t h e  o p por t uni t y  t o  make 
nominat ions from t h e  f l o o r ,  and w r i t e - i n  spaces  were provided on t h e  b a l l o t s .  Following 
an absence of  f l o o r  nominat ions,  however,  a motion was made f or  a whi t e  b a l l o t  and was 
passed unanimously.

Elected t o  s e r v e  t h e  Club f or  1967 were: Ed E. Schnei der ,  p r e s i d e n t ;  Tom Gray, v i c e -
p r e s i d e n t ;  R o l l i n  C o r d i l l ,  s e c r e t a r y ;  and,  of c our s e  (we wouldn' t  want i t  any ot her  
way) ,  Ane C l i n t ,  t r e a s u r e r .  Three  d i r e c t o r s  were a l s o  e l e c t e d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h o s e  whose 
terms expi red in December. Named t o  s e r v e  two-year terms on t h e  board: Bob Berens,
Wilson Ruid and Dave Di gerness .

Our s i n c e r e  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  e l e c t e e s  - -  wi th t h i s  kind of  s t r e n g t h  a c t i v e  in t h e  
management of  Club a f f a i r s  we know 1967 wi l l  be a good year .

1967 POCKET CALENDARS ENCLOSED; The Club' s  1967 pocket  c a l e n d a r s  a r e  encl osed,  t h i s
 one showing Union P a c i f i c ' s  mighty 8444  in ac t i o n

APPEARS FOR FIRST TIME on a r ecent  Club e xcur s i on.  The s mo k e - f i l l e d  photo,
by Club member Bi l l  Gordon, ca t c hes  t h e  big engine in a c t i o n  in October,  19&5, near
Edson, Wyo.

J us t  for  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  8444  i s  a Northern t ype  locomotive - -  4 - 8 - 4 - -  b u i l t  by Ameri­
can Locomotive Works in t h e  4 0 ' s .  She was o f f i c i a l l y  r e t i r e d  in 1960, but  cont inued 
t o  s e r v e  r a i l f a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on s p e c i a l  e x c u r s i o n s .  The engine  was completely o v e r ­
hauled l a s t  wi n t e r  a t  t remendous cos t  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  and i s  expected t o  s e r v e  fans  f or  
a number of ye ar s  t o  come. She was o r i g i n a l l y  numbered 844 , but  another  4 was added 
when t h e  UP placed an 800 s e r i e s  d i e s e l  of  t h e  same number in s e r v i c e  sever a l  years  ago.  
The metal hoods on each s i d e  of t h e  b o i l e r ,  s t r i c t l y  a Union P a c i f i c  i nno v a t i o n ,  s e r v e



as smoke s h i e l d s  t o  d e f l e c t  s t a c k  exhaust  and prevent  i t  from obscur ing t h e  engine crew' s  
view ahead.

- . 2 -

DUES, DUES, DUES NOW, NOW, NOW ' Nuff s a i d ?  A check in t h e  mail now wi l l  t a k e  c a r e  of  your 1967
m embership in t h e  Club.  Why not  send i t  o f f  r i g h t  now whi l e  y o u ' r e

t h i n k i n g  of i t .  Despi t e  r i s i n g  c o s t s  a l l  along t h e  l i n e  we have
again been a b l e  to  hold our dues schedul e  a t  t h e  same level  f or  t h i s  year; $ 3 . 0 0  for  
Colorado r e s i d e n t s ,  and j u s t  $ 2 . 0 0  f o r  o u t - o f - s t a t e  members. I f  you h a ven ' t  a l ready 
sent  yours i n ,  we ' l l  be looking for  a check soon.

8444  UNDER STEAM IN CHEYENNE LAST MONTH; NO EXPLANATION GIVEN FOR 3-DAY OPERATIONUP's 84 4 4 , usual1y s t or e d  dead in Cheyenne
over t h e  wi nt er  months,  suddenly appeared 

i n  t h e  yards t h e r e  December 13 with a f u l l  
head of  steam.  No announcement was made by t h e  r a i l r o a d  beforehand,  and no expl ana t i on  
has been given s i n c e .  Regardless  of t h e  r e a sons ,  Cheyenne r a i l f a n s  were t r e a t e d  t o  a 
t h r ee- day  Christmas pr es ent  as t h e  big engine chuffed back and f o r t h .

Most of  t h e  a c t i o n  took p l a c e  r i g h t  in t h e  ya r ds ,  wi th t h e  8444  t r a i l i n g  a s t r i n g  of 
gondolas p a r t  of t h e  t ime,  and running alone t h e  r e s t .  There were r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  en­
gi ne  had been steamed up t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in a " c l a s s i f i e d  government p r o j e c t ." There  was 
no d e f i n i t e  i n d i c a t i o n  as t o  who might be involved or why, but one r e p o r t  suggested i t  
was t h e  Army' s P i c a t i n n y , N. J . ,  Arsena1.

UNION PACIFIC DONATES $ 10 , 00 0  TO AID GEORGETOWN LOOP REBUILDING PROJECTThe Union P a c i f i c  l a t e  l a s t  month present ed a
$1 0 , 0 0 0  check t o  t h e  Colorado S t a t e  Hi s t o r i c a l  

 Society t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n 's plans to
r e b u i l d  t h e  famous old Georgetown Loop. UP p r e s i d e n t  Edd H. Bailey made t h e  p r e s e n t a ­
t i o n  t o  t h e  Soc i e t y ,  saying he hoped t h e  donat ion would "aid in t he  study of t h e  par t  
r a i l r o a d s  have played in t h e  opening and development of t h e  we s t . "

The move was a c t u a l l y  h i s t o r y  r e p e a t i n g  i t s e l f  s i n c e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  was involved in f i n a n ­
cing t h e  o r i g i n a l  l i n e ,  which l i f t e d  t r a c k s  in a s p e c t a c u l a r  combinat ion of curves and 
t r e s t l e s  from Georgetown t o  S i l v e r  Plume. The most famous p o r t i o n  of t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
a spot  where r a i l s  crossed themselves s everal  hundred f e e t  up t h e  mountain on a high 
curving t r e s t l e ,  was t h e  most p u b l i c i z e d  p i ece  of  r a i l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  in t h e  count ry during 
t h e  t ime i t  was in o p e r a t i o n .

The loop l i n e  between t h e  two high mountain towns was c on s t r u c t e d  as soon as i t  became 
apparent  t h a t  r i c h  mineral  d e p o s i t s  in t h e  S i l ve r  Plume area  would r e q u i r e  r a i l  s e r v i c e  
i f  they were t o  be f u l l y  e x p l o i t e d .  The Colorado Central  f i n i s h e d  i t s  l i n e  i n t o  George­
town in August ,  18 77 . With t h e  boom up t h e  h i l l  in S i l v e r  Plume, UP's f a s t - d e a l ing 
Jay Gould purchased t h e  CC and began c o n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  p r e c i p i t o u s  e x t e n s i o n .  The 
l i n e  operated v a r i o u s l y  under UP, Bur l i ngt on and C&S her a l ds  u n t i l  1939 when a mining 
d e c l i n e  combined wi th t h e  t h r e a t  of  a U.S.  involvement  in World War I I  brought  i t s  
abandonment.

A gash on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  mountain and a H i s t o r i c a l  Society marker a r e  a l l  t h a t  remain 
today of t h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The S oc i e t y ,  under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of Stephen 
H. Har t ,  p r e s i d e n t ,  and James G. Rogers,  chairman of  t h e  board,  has been t a l k i n g  r econ­
s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  loop for  s evera l  y e a r s .  I n t e r s t a t e  70,  which now s t r e t c h e s  westward 
from Denver t o  t h e  S i l v e r  Plume town l i m i t s ,  was planned t o  by-pass  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  con­
s t r u c t i o n  ar ea  in t h e  event  t h e  dream would s ee  r e a l i t y .

The depot  has been saved ( s e e  Rail Report  # 8 8 ,  December, 1966) and wi l l  e v en t u a l l y  be­
come par t  of  t h e  p r o j e c t .  The old b u i l d i n g  i s  now being used as headquar t e r s  by t h e  
Loveland Basin Ski P a t r o l .  Pat rol  leader  Ed Schroeder  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  move has been 
completed,  and t h a t  r e s t o r a t i o n  work wi l l  s t a r t  j u s t  as soon as manpower i s  a v a i l a b l e .

Georgetown, in t h e  meantime, i s  enjoying a mild boom, with s evera l  near -by ski  a r eas  to  
a t t r a c t  bus i nes s  t o  r e f u r b i s h e d  h o t e l s  and r e s t a u r a n t s  dur ing t h e  w i n t e r ,  and a well  
planned round of summer a c t i v i t i e s  - -  plus a v a r i e t y  of  mountain grandeur  t h a t  a t t r a c t s



local  people  as well as v i s i t o r s  t o  Colorado.  An enl i ght ened  town counci l  c o n t r o l s  a l l  
bu i l d i n g  and remodeling t o  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  town wi l l  pr esent  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  
publ i c  much as i t  did on t h a t  b r i g h t  summer day 90  years  ago when t h e  r a i l r o a d  a r r i v e d *

The Rocky Mountain Rai l r oad  Club has given i t s  f u l l  support  t o  t h i s  v e n t u r e  and we hope 
t o  be on t h e  f i r s t  t r a i n  t o  chuff  i n t o  S i l v e r  P1 ume, r e c r e a t i n g  t h e  t ime,  t h e  s p i r i t  
and t h e  atmosphere t h a t  must have accompanied t h e  f i r s t ,  f i r s t  t r a i n  t h e s e  many years  
p a s t .

- 3-

RIO GRANDE MOVES TO DISCONTINUE "PROSPECTOR" AS WP RENEWS BATTLE TO ELIMINATE CAL ZEPHYRThe Rio Grande has request ed ICC p e r ­
mission t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  t h e  Pr os pec t or ,  

 ove r ni ght  s e r v i c e  in both d i r e c t i o n s
between Denver and Sal t  Lake Ci t y ,  e f f e c t i v e  t h i s  month.

Road p r e s i d e n t  G, B, Aydelot t  c i t e d  mounting l os ses  of t h e  t r a i n  as t h e  primary reason 
for  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e .  At t h e  same t ime,  however,  he emphasized t h a t  t h e  D&RGW would con­
t i n u e  t o  provi de  r a i l  s e r v i c e  between Colorado and Utah poi nt s  wi th t h e  famed C a l i f o r n i a  
Zephyr.  He s a i d  t h e  Zephyr i s  a l s o  a money l os er  - -  $ 2 8 0 , 0 0 0  in 1965,  probably more 
l a s t  year  - -  but "we can l i v e  wi th t h a t  and we feel  t h a t  t h e  t r a i n  provides  a needed 
s e r v i c e  t o  our t e r r i t o r y .  But t h e  Prospector  i s  another  s t o r y .  Lack of pat ronage  makes 
i t  c l e a r  t h a t  i t  i s  not  needed and with t h e  mail c o n t r a c t s  gone t h e r e  i s  no j u s t i f i c a ­
t i o n  f o r  i t s  c o n t i n u a n c e . "

In t h e  meantime, and on t h e  same s i d e  of  t h e  l e d g e r ,  t h e  Western P a c i f i c  has f i l e d  a 
51-page b r i e f  wi th t h e  ICC o u t l i n i n g  reasons why t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Zephyr should be d i s c o n ­
t i n u e d .  At t h e  t op of t h e  l i s t  was a claimed o p e r a t i n g  loss  of  $ 2 , 0 0 0  per day on t h e  
t r a i n .  The document f u r t h e r  claimed t h a t  updat ing CZ passenger  equipment would cost  
$ 2 . 5-mi l l i on,  whi le  r equi r ed  engine modernizat ions  would add another  $ 1 . 8 - m i l l ion,  WP 
f u r t h e r  claims t h a t  t h e  t r a i n ' s  s chedul e ,  al though s e t  up t o  a f f o r d  passengers  a day­
l i g h t  view of t h e  magni f icent  scenery along t h e  l i n e  ( Feat her  River  Canyon and t h e  
S i e r r a s  being t h e  high po i n t s  in WP t e r r i t o r y ) ,  i s  not  conducive t o  s ecur i ng local  
t r a f f i c  between Sa l t  Lake Ci ty and t h e  c o a s t .

The o r i g i n a l  r e ques t  f o r  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  s e t  t h i s  month as t h e  d e a d l i n e ,  but Western 
P a c i f i c  has agreed t o  con t i n u e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  mid-February t o  g i ve  t h e  ICC s u f f i c i e n t  t ime 
t o  s tudy a l l  t h e  f a c t s .  The D&RGW, which handles  t h e  Denver-Sal t  Lake City p or t i on  of 
the run,  t h e  Bur l i ngt on ,  heading up Chicago-Denver s e r v i c e ,  and numerous towns,  c i t i e s ,  
c i v i c  groups and s t a t e  agencies  from I l l i n o i s  t o  Nevada have a l l  f i l e d  c o u n t e r - b r i e f s  
and p e t i t i o n s  in a concer t ed  at tempt  t o  keep t h e  Zephyr o p e r a t i n g .

TWO, COLORADO ENGINES APPEAR IN HOLIDAY DRESS; ONE A MONUMENT, THE OTHER A STURDY WORKHORSETwo Colorado engines appeared in gay
hol i day dress  in re cent  weeks.  One is  

a  s o l i d ,  droaning workhorse belonging 
t o  Colorado Fuel and I r o n ' s  Colorado and Wyoming Railway,  t h e  o t her  i s  a s i l e n t  monu­
ment t o  Colorado's  p r e - d i e s e l  r a i l r o a d i n g  days.

The C & W power i s  number 101,  a 121- ton d i e s e l  u n i t  t h a t  was a v i c t i m  of Colorado' s  
d i s a s t r o u s  1965 f l o o d .  The engine met d i s a s t e r  wh i l e  making a r o u t i n e  2 8 - mi l e  run 
between t h e  CF&I Al len Mine and t h e  Jansen r a i l r o a d  i n t e r c h an g e  near Tr i ni dad  in s o u t h ­
e a s t e r n  Colorado.  I t  was p u l l i n g  a s t r i n g  of  58 gondolas loaded with coal de s t i n ed  f o r  
t h e  f i r m ' s  Pueblo s t e e l  p l a n t  when t h e  e n g i n e  and lead car  plunged o f f  t h e  f l o o d -  
weakened roadbed i n t o  t h e  P u r g a t o i r e  Ri ver .  The u n i t  sank on i t s  s i d e  in four  f e e t  of 
r i v e r  bottom mud.

Rai sing t h e  g i a n t  was a ma s t e r p i e c e  of e ngi nee r i ng .  A new r i v e r  channel was dug to  d i ­
v e r t  t h e  r i v e r ,  and pumps were used t o  keep water  away from t h e  p r o s t r a t e  engine.  A 
f l o o r  of old r a i l r o a d  t i e s  was b u i l t  in t h e  mud and h y d r a u l i c  j a c k s  l i f t e d  t h e  engine 
some s i x  f e e t .  I t  was then lowered on t o  s t e e l  r o l l e r s  s p e c i a l l y  f a b r i c a t e d  a t  t h e  
Pueblo p l a n t ,  pul l ed  30 f e e t  away from t h e  r i v e r  and upr i ght ed  on a 3 5 0 - f o o t  temporary 
i n c l i n e  t r a c k .  A bul l doze r  then pushed t h e  engine t o  t h e  mai nl i ne  and another  u n i t



h au led  i t  t o  t h e  shops wh e r e  i t s  bent  body w a s  s t r a i g h t e n e d ,  d i e s e l  e n g i n e  and t r a c t i o n  
motors  c o m p l e t e l y  o v e rh a u l e d  and o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  r e p a i r s  c o m p l e t e d . A c o a t  of  new p a i n t
com pleted t h e  j o b  and t h e  101 i s  r o l l i n g  a g a i n  . . .  as  good as new.

The o t h e r  en g i n e  i n f e s t i v e  d r e s s  was D&RG's o ld  number 1 6 9 ,  a v e t e r a n  narrow gauge hog 
on d i s p l a y  next t o  t h e  Alamosa c i t y  h a l l.  As p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  C hr is tm as  l i g h t i n g  
s p e c t a c u l a r ,  t h e  e n g i n e ,  t e n d e r  and coach t h a t  make up t h e  t r a i n  were decked out  w i th  
hundreds o f  r e d  and y e l lo w  b u l b s . Red l i g h t s  were used t o  c o m p l e t e l y  o u t l i n e  1 6 9 ' s  cow­
c a t c h e r ,  s t a c k ,  b o i l e r ,  cab and l e a d i n g  pony truc k, w h i l e  a l t e r n a t i n g  red  and y e l lo w  
l i g h t s  h i g h l i g h t e d  her  rods and s i x  d r i v e r s .  The o ld  g a l ,  we a r e  s u r e ,  never  looked 
be t t e r !

*  *  *  *  *  *

MODEL OF EARLY D &RG ENGINE BRINGS S E C O N D  H I G H E S T   P R I C E  A T  A U C T I O NA handmade non-working model o f  an e a r l y  D&RG e i g h t -
wheel e n g i n e  brought  t h e  second h i g h e s t  p r i c e  a t  a 
r e c e n t  a u c t i o n  of  models a t  famed C h r i s t i e ' s  a u c t i o n

house in  London. A t o t a l  o f  225 f i n e l y  wrought models o f  lo c o m o t i v e s ,  s h i p s  and steam 
e n g in es  made in Europe and America between 1750 and 1958 were put on t h e  b lo ck .  The 
announcement brou gh t  a d e l u g e  of  ca blegram s  and l e t t e r s  from i n t e r e s t e d  buyers  a l l  over  
t h e  world — and mors th a n  $ 1 1 0 , 0 0 0  a t  t h e  s a 1 e .

Top money $ 8 , 2 3 2  — was paid by an Englishman f o r  a gleaming 18- in ch -hig h  b r a s s  model 
of  an 18 70 f i r e  e n g i n e .  Most of  t h e  lo c om oti ves  were o f  E n g l is h  e n g i n e s ,  but  t h e  l i t t l e  
D&RG e i g h t  w h e e le r  went f o r  $ 3 , 8 2 2  d e s p i t e  i t s  C o lo n i a l  h e r i t a g e .  A p i c t u r e  of  t h e
b e a u t i f u l l y  worked model  shows i t   c a r r y i n g   road  number 120 which,  according t o  our f i l e s ,
never  e x i s t e d .  I t ' s  our gues s  t h a t  p r o t o t y p e  f o r  t h e  model was a Class  42 4 - 4 - 0 ,  b u i l t  
o r i g i n a l l y  by Baldwin and p la c e d  In s e r v i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  r o a d ' s  e a r l y  expansio n  i n t o  t h e  
m ounta in s .  The c l a s s  was r e p l a c e d  c o m p le te ly  in  t h e  l a t e  9 0 ' s  by t h e  more powerful t e n  
w h e e le rs  ( s i x  c o u p l e d ) ,  w i t h  t h e  4 - 4 - 0 ' s being  s o l d  o f f .  In any e v e n t ,  c o r r e c t  number or 
n o t ,  t h e  new owner has a mods] t o  be proud o f ,  w i t h  more h i s t o r y  th a n  he may be aware o f .

*  *  *  *  *  *

SHOP ' N SWAP I f  you d i d n ’t  g e t  i t  f o r  C h r i s t m a s ,  h e r e  i s  t h e  p l a c e  t o  look f o r  i t  . . .  
or  ask  f o r  i t . Let us know what you have t o  s e l l  or t r a d e ,  or  what you want t o  buy. 
L i s t i n g s  f o r  each i s s u e  s h o u ld  r e a c h  t h e  e d i t o r  by t h e  2 0 t h  of  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  month.

RAILROAD MAGAZINES — FOR SALE
" R a i 1 r o a d n magazine,  1955 back th r o u g h  19 32 .  $1 per  copy 1939 and e a r l i e r ,
50'y per copy f o r  1940 t o  19 55 .  R» A. LeMassena, 1795 S. Sher idan  B l v d . ,
Denver,  Colo.  80226

RAILROAD PHOTOGRAPHS — BUY, SELL AND TRADE
C o l l e c t o r  of  s team  r a i l r o a d  m a t e r i a l „ I n t e r e s t e d  in  narrow gauge l i n e s .
Wi11 buy, s e l l  and t r a d e  b la c k  and w h i t e  p i c t u r e s  ( 1 1 6  and p o s t c a r d  s i z e s ) 
and 35mm c o l o r  s l i d e s . Lawrie Brown, Putn ey ,  V t . 05346.

*  *  *  *  *  *

THOUGHT FOR JANUARY Al l  o f  l i f e  i s  e i t h e r  in  t h e  proc ess  o f  growth and development,  
or in  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  d e a t h  and d e c a y 0 T h e re  i s  no s t a n d i n g  s t i l l .

Ed E.  S c h n e i d e r ,  P r e s i d e n t  R. A, C o r d i l l ,  S e c r e t a r y

Tom Gray, V ic e  P r e s i d e n t Ane 0o C l i n t ,  T r e a s u r e r
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