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MEETING NOTICE: Date ....cc...occ..... Wednesday, February 12, 1969
TIME 8:00 p.m.
Place . . _ _ Western Federal Savings Bldg., (Lower level meeting room), 17th
& California Sts., Denver
PROGRAM NOTES: Our program this month, "Building Colorado's Newest Narrow-Gauge Railway", will

Dale F. Baird
Company. Messrs. Baird and Ewing
BEING BUILT BETWEEN BLACKHAWK AND

be presented by Mr.

and Byron F. Ewing, of Eagle Engineering
will show slides of the narrow-gauge railroad

CENTRAL CITY.
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"GRASS BETWEEN THE TIES"

in The Silverton Standard on

is the title of an editorial that appeared
January 10, 1969, written by Allen Nossaman. "The month of January should
THOSE WHO FEEL THE NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD WHICH LINKS AIAMOSA, DuRANGO AND

connects the Silverton branch with the outside world by rail should be re-

BE A DECISIVE ONE FOR
Farmington, and which
Three things in January:
'One of them is

ON THE FEASIBILITY OF

tained. should happen
a study, commissioned by the Four Corners Economic Development Commission,

OPERATING THE NARROW GAUGE LINE, DONE BY KIRSCHNER ASSOCIATES OF ALBUQUERQUE.

'A SECOND IS ANOTHER STUDY, ALSO FOR THE FOUR CORNERS COMMISSION, BY JERRY A. FISHER OF
Milwaukee on the Ffeasibility of operation of a standard gauge railroad into the area. The Ffirst
IS A STUDY OF WHAT MIGHT CURRENTLY BE DONE WITH THE EXISTING RAILROAD IF ANYBODY WAS INTERESTED IN

operating it as such. The SECOND is ACTUALLY banking against the future, a study of some of what

MIGHT BE INVOLVED IN PROVIDING STANDARD GAUGE RAIL SERVICE INTO THIS AREA. THE FOUR CORNERS
Commission has felt it wants to have some answers in both these areas on hand as it pitches in to
HELP THE REGION SEEK SOME ANSWERS TO ITS TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS IN GENERAL.

'The third thing which should happen in January - hopefully about the time the studies be-

come AVAILABLE FOR DISCUSSION - IS THE MERGER OF THE TWO MOST REPRESENTATIVE AND MOST CLOSELY
ALLIED OF THE GROUPS OPPOSING THE ABANDONMENT OF THE LINE. ALSO HOPEFULLY, THE GROUPS - THE
Colorado-New Mexico Citizens Committee to Save the Railroad (the one with the initiative) and the
Colorado-New Mexico Better Transportation Association (the one with the incorporation) -
DECIDE ON A LESS CUMBERSOME NAME.

'When all three of these happen, with the involvement of the Four Corners Commission and
POSSIBLY BOTH STATE GOVERNMENTS; IT WILL THEN BECOME EVEN MORE OBVIOUS THAT THE COMMUNITIES IN-

TERESTED IN STAYING ON A RAILROAD ARE GOING TO HAVE TO DO SOMETHING THEY HAVEN'T DONE IN THE PAST

can

20 years. They are going to have to act like itl
"There
as A FIGHT "against” ABANDONMENT.

SOMETHING THAT WE FORGET WHAT WE ARE REALLY TALKING ABOUT

is a need for a note of positiveness

So READY ARE MOST OF THE RESIDENTS OF THE AREA TO BE "AGAINST"
IS HOW MOST EFFECTIVELY TO BE "FOR" A

in what basically always comes to the surface

RAILROAD WHICH HAS ALWAYS HAD POTENTIAL
'‘But it will
railroad for something other than tax revenues.

- AND STILL DOES.
in the potential stages until the area begins acting like

The Denver and Rio Grande Western has no obliga-

remain it wants a



TION TO BUY TEXTBOOKS FOR HALF OF SOUTHWESTERN COLORADO SIMPLY ON THE BASIS OF A. RAILROAD NOBODY
WILL USE. With the exception of one or two merchants AND SHIPPERS in each OF several communities,
THERE HAS BEEN NO REAL EFFORT TO USE THE NARROW GAUGE. THE SUBTLE REVOLUTION IN TRANSPORTATION
CONVERTED TRAFFIC TO HIGHWAYS AND ALLOWED THE D&RGW TO SUBSTITUTE MOTOR CARRIER SERVICE - ALL
TOWARD THE END OF PULLING UP ITS TRACKS. FEW SEEMED TO OBJECT; FEW SEEMED TO NOTICE.

'‘Now WE FIND OURSELVES GROPING ABOUT FOR SOME WAY TO SAVE THE RAILROAD CONNECTING OUR COM-
MUNITIES. The simple lesson comes from the ICC decision to perpetuate "The Silverton" in the last
decade: It was being used'

"If the studies and the group discussions involved in the January countdown do not result in
THE USE OF THE EXISTING railroad - THERE WILL BE NO RAIL COMMON CARRIER INTO THE ENTIRE FOUR
Corners Region."
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UNION PACIFIC RAILRQAD is building, and equipping with displays, a "Golden Spike Centennial Expo"

car. This car together with two steam locomotives which are replicas of
the Golden Spike engines, a vintage box car, crane car, coach, and blacksmith car, all mounted on
four modern flat cars, will tour the entire U.P. system during 1969. This centennial train will
be at Ogden, Utah during the May 10th celebration.

UNION- PACIFIC wiill operate a special excursion train for dignitaries between Salt Lake City and
Ogden on May 10, 1969. On May 1lth through 14th, a steam excursion train for the general public
WILL BE OPERATED OVER THE SAME RUN, POWERED BY UNION PACIFIC'S FAMOUS STEAM LOCOMOTIVE, #8444,

a 4-8-4 Northern type.

UNION PACIFIC has donated to the National Park Service enough 80-year old, 56-1b. rail and Ffit-
tings for nearly a mile of track which has been laid on the original roadbed at Promontory. This
WILL BE a PERMANENT PART OF THE MONUMENT.

A NEW CENTENNIAL HISTORY IN PAMPHLET FORM IS BEING PRODUCED BY UNION PACIFIC FOR DISTRIBUTION

DURING THE CENTENNIAL YEAR 1969.

ONE OF THE GREAT MOMENTS of American history - the driving of the Golden Spike that marked com-
pletion OF THE nation's FIRST TRANSCONTINENTAL RAIL SYSTEM - WILL BE RE-

ENACTED on May 10 at Promontory, Utah, as the highlight of a year-long centennial celebration.
Promontory has long since been by-passed by the railroads, and tracks in the vicinity were taken
UP AND USED FOR SCRAP IRON DURING WORLD WAR I1I. But A NEW MILE-LONG SECTION OF OLD-TYPE-RAIL RAIL
HAS BEEN RELAID ON THE ORIGINAL ROADBED, AND REPLICAS OF THE HISTORIC ENGINES - THE JUPITER AND
NO. 119 - WILL STAND NOSE-TO~-NOSE ON THESE RAILS DURING THE COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONIES, JUST AS THE
ORIGINALS DID A CENTURY ago.
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"THEFT OF SERVICE" From the Washington Post of January 18, 1969, datelined from New York, "For

a second time this week, Criminal™Court Judge J. Wolfe ChAssen has dismissed
"theft of service" charges brought by the Long Island Rail Road against dissatisfied commuters
who refused to show their tickets to a conductor.

"The railroad has no right to arrest passengers while they have tickets on them,”"” Chassen said

yesterday. "All the railroad can do is ask them to leave the train at the next station.’

'Chassen acquitted John P. Cluff, 48, and Frazier Sheets, 53, both of Garden City, after a 30-
MINUTE TRIAL. THEY SAID THEY REFUSED TO SHOW THEIR COMMUTATION TICKETS AS A PROTEST WHICH THEY
HOPED WOULD RESULT IN BETTER SERVICE."
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SWAP 'N SHOP Personal ads are accepted from members for items to be listed for sale or trade or

WANTED. We cannot ENTER INTO CORRESPONDENCE CONCERNING AN ITEM, NOR WILL WE
appraise items to be offered for sale. Send you listing to the Editor by the 20th of the month
PRECEDING PUBLICATION.

For Sale: Cripple Creek Short Line: An 8 fold, 14 picture (lithograph) folds to
3 5/8" x 5|". J. L. Walters, Pres., F. C. Mathews, GPA. Good condi-
tion, best offer or trade for TTs, keys, passes, photos, books or
pamphlets related to RRs, Texas. Printing or Southwest.

A. F. Von Blon 1208 Locust, Muskogee, Okla.
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For Sale: Pre-1874 St. Louis & Ilron Mountain Railroad switch lock. Solid brass,
WITH CHAIN, NO KEY. EXCELLENT CONDITION. $22.50
H. W. Hawley 410 Laurel St., Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034

For Sale: 1918 Poors Manual $30.00, 1941 Loco Encyclo. $45.00. 1931 & 1932 Moodys
$15.00 ea., 1941-43-44, 45, 47, $12.00 each. 1960 and 63 Moodys $9.00
each. Book rate mailing charges included. All in excellent shape.

C. N. Lippincott 22 E. Oak Ave., Moorestown, N. J. 08057

Wanted: D&RG or D&RGW knife, fork and spoon.
E. G. Walker, Jr. 13 Stanley Oval, Westfield, N. J. 07090
Wanted: Builder's plate from a Rio Grande 3600. Will swap for plate from Colo-

rado Midland #53.
Robert A. LeMassena 1795 S. Sheridan Bilvd., Denver, Colo. 80226
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DUES! DUES! If you haven't already sent in your dues for this year, please do. $3.00 for
Colorado residents. $2.00 for out-of-state members.
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BRAZIL A LETTER HAS BEEN HANDED TO US WHICH WE QUOTE IN ITS ENTIRETY:

As a Brazilian railfan, | am taking the liberty to write to you to talk about Steam
Locomotive photographs and asking for your kindness.

Often | have apreciated handsome ones your collection through "TRAINS" magazine. Toward
THE MATTER | ALSO OWN VARIOUS COLLECTION OF TRAINS AND LOCOMOTIVE PHOTOGRAPHS FROM
Brazilian and foreign Railroads and by my rolling inclination in what concerns this past
time HOBBY, | AM PERFORMING A PHOTOGRAPHIC "Album" ON THE SUBJECT: “RAILWAYS IN BRAZIL
AND OTHER PARTS OF THE. WORLD!" WICH SHOWS PHOTOGRAPHIC ONES OF BRAZILIAN AND FOREIGN
RAILROADS THAT | GATHERED to-date.

Regarding American ones | own only a few and thereat | would very much appreciate - if
| may - samples of the countless collection yours, to display on that exhibit massive
and handsome specimen - American made - whose | admired formerly in "Trains" magazine.
If possible, | EVENLY will be pleased to send you photographs of —— TRAINS AND locos of

Brazilian Railroads. The size my prints are all 13 x 18cm (5" x 7" m/1.J

Thanking you very much, in advance, for your kindness, and wishing you all prosperity, |
WILL BE OVERJOYED TO HEAR FROM YOU.
Cordially yours
/s/ Miguel San Giovanni Ambrosio
Miguel San Giovanni Ambrosio
Rua Ilvinheima, 110 (Bras)
SAO PAULO - 6

THOT FOR THE DAY I€'s not the hours that you put in an office - it's what you pur in the hours
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