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PROGRAM NOTES: Beyer Patton will present the program this month - slides, of "Narrow Gauge Steam 
Railroading in Equador, Columbia, Bolivia, and Brazil.” He will also show some 
slides on the trans-continental Panama railroad. This promises to be a very 
interesting program. Come and bring a friend.

* * ** *

GOLDEN SPIKE' Excursion Train. A steam-powered "Golden Spike Centennial" excursion train will 
leave New York May 3 for a meandering 15-day trip to Utah and back - topped off by

seeing the May 10 reenactment of the completiong of the first transcontinental railroad a century ago.

The re-enactment will take place at Promontory Summit on the Utah desert, where a golden spike was 
driven on May 10, 1869 to mark the joining of the Union Pacific from the East and the Central 
(now Southern; Pacific from the West.

According to President Thomas Goodfellow of the Association of American Railroads, the excursion 
train will consist of five coaches 
three baggage cars, 
fellow said, 
for public inspection.

a twin-unit diner, a PARLOR-DOME car, an observation car and 
The latter will be equipped as display cars on American railroading, Good- 

Each night, he explained
Passengers will spend each night in hotels.

THE EXCURSION TRAIN WILL STOP AT A MAJOR CITY AND BE OPENED

A 1944-MODEL BeRKSHIRE-TYPE STEAM LOCOMOTIVE WILL HAUL THE TRAIN FOR MOST OF THEPTRIP. BETWEEN 
Kansas City and Salt Lake City, however, a new 6,000 hp Centennial Class diesel will take over.

The excursion train, Goodfellow reported, will be run by the High Iron Co., P.O. Box 200, Lebanon, 
N. J. 08833 which is offering passage at $995 per ticket, including hotel accomodations. Good­
fellow is chairman of the Golden Spike Centennial Celebration Commission.

* * * * 3P

SILVERTON From the Silverton Standard of January 30, 1969,
"Jerry A. Fisher, a Milwaukee transportation expert, submitted a study to the Four Corners 
Commission late last week indicating the San Juan Basin may have a modern railroad in its 

future - but not in this generation.

'Fisher sees no future whatsoever in the present Denver and Rio Grande Western narrow gauge line from 
Alamosa through Durango to Farmington, which runs intermittently as freight justifies. It is now
THE SUBJECT OF AN ABANDONMENT PROCEEDING BEFORE THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION. FlSHER BELIEVES 
ULTIMATELY ABANDONMENT Or THE NARROW GAUGE LINE IS INEVITABLE.

STANDARD

'But a modern standard gauge railroad for the San Juan Basin, well, that's aidjeferent story, Fisher 
sa ID.



'Once the three Upper Colorado River Basin irrigation projects begin to materialize in the Four 
Corners area, the first leg of a modern railroad may be feasible, Fisher said in a weekend inter­
view. He believes it will take 15-20 years to make the first link feasible. It would run from 
Gallup to Farmington, and has already been studied from time to time in the past, Fisher said.
'In another 15-20 years the San Juan Basin country may have grown sufficiently to support another 
north-south segment of a standard gauge railroad, Fisher said. It would run, he said, from Farm­
ington north via either Durango or Cortez through Moab and would like up with the current Rio Grande 
line from Grand Junction to Salt Lake City in eastern Utah.

'Fisher's study was based on the expectation that the Navajo Project in northwestern New Mexico, 
the Animas-La Plata and the Dolores Projects in southwestern Colorado will support a generation
HENCE A VIGOROUS AND STABLE LIVESTOCK AND FEED GRAINS INDUSTRY. THIS MIGHT PRODUCE THE TYPE OF 
HIGH-VALUE, HEAVY VOLUME FREIGHT IN SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES TO SUPPORT A MODERN RAILROAD. In THE 
MEANTIME, HE SAID, THE AREA WOULD HAVE TO CONTINUE TO DEPEND EXCLUSIVELY ON TRUCKS.

'Because the area is so conscious of air and water pollution, Fisher said it was very doubtful that
IT WOULD EVER BECOME A MAJOR MANUFACTURING CENTER. But IT WILL HAVE A FEW TYPES OF LIGHT INDUSTRY 
WHICH MIGHT GENERATE LIMITED AMOUNTS OF HEAVY FREIGHT TRAFFIC IN AND OUT OF THE AREA, HE SAID.
Mining might do the same thing, he added. But without a large volume of livestock on the hoof
MOVING T0 MARKET, FlSHER SAID, A MODERN RAILROAD FOR THE AREA IS NOT IN THE CARDS.

’And even when there is a strong, stable livestock economy in the area, Fisher added, the area
PROBABLY WILL BE THE DRIVING FORCE FOR A RAILROAD, NOT THE RAILROAD INDUSTRY.

"Fisher noted there is considerable interest in a railroad in New Mexico's side of the San Juan 
Basin, but much less interest on the Colorado side.

'Fisher indicated a general lack of cooperation from most of the Colorado sources in his develop­
ment OF the report.

From the Silverton Standard of February 7, 1969 
has done in forfeiting half its railroad yard to a highway interchange is swap a stoplight at Sixth 
and Main for one at Sixth and Camino del Rio. 
have two traffic lights instead of one.

"To a casual observer, it appears that all Durango

In fact, going east to west on U.S. 160 you now

And again from the Silverton Standard of February 7, 1969
BUT AN ERA ENDED IN ASPEN LAST MONTH WHEN THE DENVER AND RlO GRANDE WESTERN RAN

The train

"It really didn't seem to disturb any­
body very much

ITS LAST freight TRAIN IN AND OUT OF THAT COMMUNITY AFTER MORE THAT 81 YEARS OF SERVICE.
CONSISTED OF A DOUBLE DIE5EL ENGINE, No. 3021, AND A CABOOSE PAUSING BRIEFLY AT THE YARDS TO PICK 
UP TWO REMAINING EMPTY FREIGHT CARS.
AND PART OF THE RIGHT-OF-WAY WILL BE USED FOR SEWAGE OUTFALL LINES.

The standard gauge tracks will be pulled up this spring,
Another example of relativity."

* * ** *

GOLDEN SPIKE Four engines from the Virginia & Truckee Railroad are being prepared for exhibitions 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE UR-SP "GOLDEN SPIKE CENTENNIAL." V&T 12 WILL BECOME CP 60,
AND V&T 11 WILL BE PAINTED AS UP 119, FOR THE PROMONTORY, UTAH CELEBRATION.

ADDITION, V&T 22 WILL ALSO BECOME THE 60, AND V&T 18 WILL BE 119, THESE LATTER TWO TO BE SET UP ON 
FLAT CARS, ALONG WITH SOME OTHER OLD-TIME ROLLING STOCK, AND SENT ON A TOUR OF THE ENTIRE UNION 
Pacific System after the May 10th ceremony in Utah. During the summer months, during June, July, 
and August, there will be a daily re-enactment of the Golden Spike Ceremony at Promontory. We will 
have additional information on activities in Utah in our next newsletter.

CELEBRATION N

* ** **

UP 8444 
EXCURSION

An announcement of the Memorial Day excursion from Denver to Laramie, Wyoming, ac­
companies this issue of the Rocky Mountain Rail Report. As we are somewhat limited 
for seats on this train, we urge you to read the announcement and send your order in

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT.

* * * **

SWAP JN SHOP Personal ads are accepted from members for items to be listed for sale or trade or 
We cannot enter into correxpondence concerning an item, nor will we

Send your listing to the Editor by the 20th of the month
WANTED.

APPRAISE ITEMS TO BE OFFERED FOR SALE.
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PRECEDING PUBLICATION.

For Sale: Rail Photo Service Newsletters 1959-1965 (Except 1964 and Sept.-Dec. 1963). 
Included are catalog releases and supplement sheets. $10.00 for the lot - 

Jack Jordan 205 Jersey, Denver, Colo. 80220.OR MAKE OFFER.
Tel. 333-9193

Switch keys. Please send price wanted with first letter.
Mrs. Austin F. Knoff, 120 Yuba Court, San Bruno, Calif. 94066

Wanted;

Wanted: Books, catalogs, Directories, pamphlets and such by Allhands, Allsopp 
Benedict, Bollinger, Burton, Chode, Darton, Formen, Graham (J.B.), 
Harlow, Homens, Josserand, King, Leaned, Haggard, Nissen, Onderdonk, 
Reed (S.G.), Star, Stimson, Tucker.

1206 Locust, Muskogee, Okla.A. K VonBlon

For Sale or Swap: Official Guide Dec. 
Official Guide Nov.

47 - $8.00 
49 - $7.00

or will swap on Locomotive Cyclopedia 1920's or early 30's. 
Bob Anderson. 821 Seventh St., West Des Moines, Iowa 50265

* ** * *

THOT FOR THE DAY Starting out to make money is the greatest mistake in life.
AND IF YOU ARE GOOD ENOUGH AT IT THE MONEY WILL

Do WHAT YOU FEEL
YOU HAVE A FLAIR FOR DOING
come. - Lord Rootes.
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