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MEETING NOTICE: Date . . 
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UNION PACIFIC NIGHT — - Film "Tracks of the Iron Horse" as well as special 
invited Union Pacific officers will be the highlight of the May meeting. The 
ENTIRE MEETING WILL BE DEVOTED TO THE GOLDEN SPIKE CENTENNIAL!

PROGRAM NOTES:

* * ** *

100th ANNiVERSARY OF THE DRIVING OF THE GOLDEN SPIKE will take place on May 10th, in the presence
OF HIGH DIGNATARIES, RAILROADERS, RAI LEANS,

AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC, AT PROMONTORY, UTAH.

Promontory is located just off highway 83 (about 50 miles northwest of Ogden), which no longer 
has rail connections. The Southern Pacific's main line crosses the Great Salt Lake many miles 
to the south of Promontory. A new visitor center, operated by the National Park Service, now
GRACES THE PROMONTORY SITE. TWO OLD-STYLE LOCOMOTIVES ARE BEING LINED UP ON NEWLY INSTALLED 
TRACKS, TO REPRESENT THE 1869 TYPE. The VISITOR CENTER WILL HOUSE MANY DISPLAYS OF THE FIRST 
TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD. ASIDE FROM THE MAY 10TH REENACTMENT, THE PARK SERVICE WILL HAVE DAILY 
FILM SHOWINGS AND TALKS BY THEIR RANGER-HISTORIANS FROM MEMORIAL Day TO LABOR Day IN THE VISITOR 
CENTER. Also, between the same dates, each AFTERNOON about 1:15 A COSTUMED cast will re-enact 
THE SPIKE DRIVING CEREMONY OF A CENTURY AGO.

For those that will not be able to attend the May 10th event 
visit to Promontory for this once in a lifetime celebration.

YOU MAY PERHAPS WANT TO PLAN A

The Union Pacific's Centennial Expo Train is now touring the entire system, and should be in the 
Rocky Mountain region sometime during the summer months. The exact itinerary of its schedule is
NOT BEING RELEASED, DUE TO VARIOUS COMMITTMENTS, IT WILL ONLY BE ANNOUNCED by NEWS RELEASES.

* * * * *

HIGH IRON SPEC IAL from New York to Ogden will come through Denver on its westward trip staying 
OVERNIGHT ON May 7TH, AND RETURNING WILL LAY OVER ON THE NIGHT OF MAY 13TH. 

For exact arrivals and departures of this 5-car special train (powered by a new CENTENNIAL type 
DIESEL WEST OF KANSAS ClTY) YOU MAY CALL THE UNION STATION ON THE ABOVE DATES.

* * * * *

GOLDEN SPIKE EXCURSIONS out of Salt Lake City for the public will take place for several days
FOLLOWING THE May 10TH EVENT. ENGINE 8444 WILL BE USED ON THESE SPECIAL 

TRAINS STARTING ON MAY 10TH, WHICH IS A PRIVATE EXCURSION. THE ONE WAY FARE WILL BE $1.22 AND



THE ROUND TRIP FARE IS $2.23, ADVANCE TICKETS MAY BE PURCHASED FROM THE UNION PACIFIC BY WRITING 
to Mr. J. G. Seegmiller, District Passenger and Ticket Agent, 417 South Main Street, Salt Lake 
City, Utah 84111.

Following are the present schedules of this operation:

SUNDAY - MAY 11, 1969
Arrive Ogden 10:00 A.M.Leave Salt Lake City 9:00 A.M. 

Leave Ogden Arrive Salt Lake City 5:00 P.M.4:00 P.M.

MON DAY-TU ESDAY-WEDNESDAY - MAY 12, 13, 14, 1969

Arrive Ogden 11:00 A.M. 
Arrive Salt Lake City 3:00 P.M.

Leave Salt Lake City 10:00 A.M. 
Leave Ogden 2:00 P.M.

* * * **

8444 DENVER EXCURSION arranged by the Rocky Mountain Railroad Club is now sold out, however,
THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE DESIROUS TO RIDE THE FOLLOWING DAY OUT TOWARD STERLING 

MAY DO SO, AS THE PACIFIC RAILROAD SOCIETY, INC., IS OPERATING A TRIP ON MAY 31ST, LEAVING DENVER 
Union Station at 7:45 A.M. For further information or details you should contact the Society 
at P. 0. Box 5279, Los Angeles, California 90055. Fare is $25.00, and does not include meals.
Box lunches will be available AT $1.50 EACH on the the train.

*****

SAVE THE NARROW GAUGE campaign has been on for the past year or so, but not until recently had
the Rocky Mountain Railroad Club been approached by the group that was 

pushing the issue. Recently, a complete prospectus book was macled to the Club, and it was 
thoroughly examined by several Officers of the Club, and to their astonishment, it was decided 
that this was a worth while project, and something that the Club should endeavor to work in favor 
of, within our own By-Laws. There have been many attempts in the past for such a movement, but 
the present approach is the most desirous since it will be a State operation, or at least for 
the control of such a railroad as what is proposed.

A letter from your President was mailed to Colorado State Representative Clarence Quinlan of 
Antonito, giving our favorable viewpoint of the saving of the narrow gauge. The Bill was sche­
duled TO GO THROUGH THE COLORADO STATE SENATE ON OR ABOUT APRIL 23RD, AND A SIMILAR LETTER WAS 
sent to State Senator Wayne Denny, responsible for carrying the Bill through the Senate. We
WILL QUOTE THE GREATER PORTION OF THIS LETTER:

"We of the Rocky Mountain Railroad Club favor the present approach for the saving of the 
narrow gauge LINES WEST OF ANTONITO, COLORADO, AND OFFER OUR SUPPORT, WITHIN OUR OWN 
By-Laws of the Club, for this purpose.

'The Rocky Mountain Railroad Club is the largest independent railroad Club in the United 
States, having nearly 1200 members. We have always been a faithful supporter of the 
Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad during the years that we were able to operate our 
annual excursion trains from Alamosa to Durango to Silverton. In recent years we have
NOT BEEN ABLE TO OPERATE EXCURSIONS OVER MOST OF THIS BEAUTIFUL STRETCH OF RAILROAD 
LINE, AND WE WOULD LEND OUR SUPPORT FOR CONTINUATION OF SUCH TYPE OPERATIONS WHEN THIS
proposed Bill shall take effect.

'We THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION AND EFFORT PLACED IN PUTTING FORTH THE PRESERVATION 
OF THE NARROW GAUGE LINES OF COLORADO AND NEW MEXICO."

Due TO THE BILL ALREADY MOVING THROUGH THE COLORADO STATE SENATE AT THE TIME OF THIS WRITING, 
WE WERE NOT ABLE TO SEND WORD TO OUR MEMBERS IN TIME FOR THEIR OWN PERSONAL LETTERS OF SUPPORT
to the State of Colorado for this worthy cause. We are all hopeful that the bill will pass as 
it has in New Mexico, and that the future of the narrow gauge can be brighter than in the 
past. (Note: the bill has been passed by the Colorado Senate and now awaits the signature of 
the Governor)

** * * *
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PASSENGER TRAINS are no doubt one of the focal points in some of todays news items, but still
THERE IS A FIGHT IN REGARDS TO THE BURLINGTON'S TRAIN FROM LINCOLN, NEBRASKA TO BlLLINGS,
Montana. A Federal Court in Cheyenne placed a restraining order on the discontinuance of the
TRAINS, BUT THE I.C.C. IN THE MEANTIME UPHELD THEIR DECISION REGARDING THE APPROVAL THAT THEY 
HANDED DOWN FOR THE DISCONTINUANCE. On JuNE 9TH, ANOTHER BATTLE IS SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE 
in the Wyoming Court as to whether the I.C.C. decision will be final and the trains removed. 
Many open eyes and ears throughout the country, including the Labor Organization, will be
PRESENT AS THIS COULD WELL BE AN EXAMPLE FOR THE FUTURE OF OTHER PASSENGER TRAINS THAT MAY BE 
UP FOR DISCONTINUANCE.

Speaking of the future of the Passenger train, a study has been worked up by various railroads 
AND THE I.C.C. FOR THE POSSIBILITY OF SOME RAILROAD LINES RECEIVING A SUBS IDY FOR A GUARANTEED

This should also be a very interesting matter andCONTINUANCE OF THE FEW'TRAINS THAT REMAIN.
SOMETHING THAT MOST OF US ARE IN FAVOR OF, INCLUDING SOME OF THE RAILROAD COMPANIES.

* * * * *

PASSENGER SERVICE PLAN The Nation's railroads have proposed a co-operative industry-government 
program to SUSTAIN MONEY-LOSING PASSENGER TRAINS THAT MUST BE KEPT RUN­
NING AS A PUBLIC SERVICE.PROPOSED BY RAILROADS

"The railroads are willing and anxious to do what they can— WITHIN their means
the PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION CRISIS," SAID THOMAS M. GOODFELLOW, PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION OF
American Railroads. "But where we're forced to operate money-losing trains, we feel the govern­
ment should assume the obligation to share in the cost."

to help solve

The board of directors of the AAR representing all majore railroads in the United States, unani­
mously APPROVED THE PLAN AS A LOGICAL SOLUTION TO THE PASSENGER TRAIN PROBLEM.
ACTION — WHICH REVERSES AN HISTORIC INDUSTRY POSITION — GOODFELLOW SAID!

"WE STILL BELIEVE AS FIRMLY AS EVER IN THE FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM.. But WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT THE 
PUBLIC SHOULD SUPPORT PUBLIC SERVICES REQUIRED OF A PRIVATE INDUSTRY, JUST AS THEY SUPPORT SER­
VICES PROVIDED BY THE POST OFFICE, AND THE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS."

In announcing the

Under the railroads
BE AFFECTED.
LOSING MONEY
ment by the Department of Transportation for rental to the railroads to replace worn-out equipment.

PLAN, PASSENGER RUNS THAT ARE PAYING THEIR OWN WAY OR BREAKING EVEN WOULD NOT
Only those trains that the government decides must be continued, even though they're

The plan also envisions the purchase of new passenger equip-WOULD BE INVOLVED.

GOODFELLOW said A BREAK-EVEN OPERATION IS ALL THE RAILROADS ARE PROPOSING. He POINTED OUT THAT THE 
LARGER PART OF THE COST OF RUNNING THE TRAINS STILL WOULD BE COVERED, IN MOST CASES, BY RAILROAD 
REVENUES, WITH THE GOVERNMENT OBLIGATED ONLY TO MAKE UP ANY DEFICITS INCURRED. THESE WOULD BE 
DETERMINED BY COST PROCEDURE ESTABLISHED BY THE INTERESTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION WITHIN THE FRAME­
WORK OF NECESSARY LEGISLATION.

* * * *
SWAP 'N SHOP Personal ads are accepted from members for items to be listed for trade or sale or

WANTED. We CANNOT ENTER INTO CORRESPONDENCE CONCERNING AN ITEM, NOR WILL WE AP­
PRAISE ITEMS TO BE OFFERED FOR SALE. SEND YOUR LISTING TO THE EDITOR BY THE 20TH OF THE MONTH 
PRECEDING PUBLICATION.

FOR SALE — A few Narrow Gauge train orders from years 1956 thru 1963 @ 250 a set mini­
mum OF 10 SETS, OR 350 A SINGLE SET POSTAGE PA]. ALSO SOME EMPLOYEES TIME 
TABLES FOR YEARS 1959-1960-1961-1963 - ONLY A FEW LEFT “ WILL SELL AT $3.00 
POSTAGE PAID EACH. THESE ARE ALL ALAMOSA DIVISION TIME TABLES. HAVE 15
Annual Passes - cover the years 1926 thru 1963: $3.00 ea., 1926 to 1950;

$2.50 EA., 1950 THRU 1963 POSTAGE PAID. THESE ARE ALL PERSONAL SYSTEM D&RGW 
Passes. Other narrow gauge items. Myron R. Henry P. 0. Box 3057, 

Durango, Colorado 81301
* * *. **



INVITATION Club Member William H. Schroder extends an open invitation to anyone visiting in 
Houston, Texas to visit the HO gauge layout (1500' of trackage, with a 48" mini­
mum radius curvature) owned and operated by the Houston Society of Model 
Engineers. This pike is located on the second floor of the Houston Union Station. 
Mr. Schroder says "We will be glad to show and operate it on any occasion; we 
feel it is quite a showpiece in realistic model railroading. I CAN BE reached in 
Houston at WA-6-4461 (day) and at HO-2-5045 (evenings) for anyone interested in
SEEING THE LAYOUT IN OPERATION."

* * * * *

NEW BOOK Club Member Edwin C. Dunn sends us this announcement:
'Book "CHILI LINE", publication date May 20 approximately. $3.50 each. Available 

from the author Dr. John Gjerve, Embudo Presbyterian Hospital, Embudo, New 
Mexico 87531.'

Mr. Dunn says "A preliminary review of information in the book appears to be an
INTERESTING BOOK."

* * * **

THOT FOR THE DAY Heredity is what makes the mother and father of teenagers wonder a 
LITTLE ABOUT EACH OTHER. - FRANKLIN P. JONES.

* * * * *
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