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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS The by-laws of the Club provide that the annual
BUSINESS MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR THE SUCCEEDING YEAR WILL BE HELD AT THE
December meeting. In accordance with the by-laws of the'Club, THIS is YOUR OFFICIAL 
NOTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND IS BEING MAILED AT LEAST TEN DAYS

This is YOUR chance to select the officers YOU think can best
!

prior to the meeting.
MEET THE CHALLENGES PRESENTED DURING THE COMING YEAR.

PROGRAM MOTES: Club members E. J. Haley and R. H. Kindig will present a program of 35mm slides 
ENTITLED "RlDING THE SOUTH PARK TO LEADVILLE." SLIDES WERE MADE FROM PHOTOS TAKEN BY, 
OR IN THE COLLECTIONS OF HALEY, KlNDIG AND M. C, POOR. By MEANS OF THIS SERIES OF 
South Park railroad views, together with Ed Haley's comments, they hope to take you on 
a nostalgic winter trip from Denver to Leadville back in the 1930's.

* * * * * *

DENVER. SOUTH PARK & PACIF 1C Twenty years ago this month, the publication, of Mac Poor's monu­
mental history, DENVER SOUTH PARK & PACIFIC, established the Rocky Mountain Railroad 
Club as one of the foremost publishers of railroad histories. In 1955, the club 
brought out Morris Cafky's RAILS AROUND GOLD HILL, followed by the PICTORIAL SUPPLE­
MENT TO DENVER SOUTH PARK & PACIFIC in 1959. Our latest publishing venture, again 
authored by Morris Cafky, was the renowned COLORADO MIDLAND. All four publications 
have been financial successes and each has become a collector's item in spite of
LARGER AND LARGER PRINTINGS OF EACH SUCCESSIVE VOLUME.

In the ENSUING YEARS MANY REQUESTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM PERSONS WANTING THE CLUB TO 
REPRINT THE ORIGINAL SOUTH PARK BOOK. FOR VARIOUS REASONS THE CLUB HAS DEEMED SUCH A 
REPRINT IMPRACTICAL. BECAUSE OF THIS, THE CLUB HAS BEEN SUBJECTED TO MUCH CRITICISM.
The ANNIVERSARY OF THE BOOK'S PUBLICATION SEEMS LIKE AN EXCELLENT OCCASION TO INFORM l\, 
OUR MEMBERS OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH THIS FIRST PUBLICATION WAS ACCOMPLISHED.
Back in 1947, many months were spent in search of a publisher for Mac Poor's manu­
script AFTER THE RAILWAY & LOCOMOTIVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY HAD TURNED IT DOWN BECAUSE IT 
WAS TOO LARGE A WORK FOR THEM TO HANDLE. We TOO WERE TURNED DOWN BY MANY PUBLISHERS 
BECAUSE OF ITS SIZE AND IN DESPERATION OUR DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS VOTED TO ATTEMPT THE 
JOB ON OUR OWN WITHOUT THE AID OF A PUBLISHER AND THE SERVICES OF LOU DOUGHTY AND HIS 
World Press were engaged. A deal was made with Mr. Doughty in which he agreed to 
PRINT UP A TWO COLOR BROCHURE FOR ABOUT $500 ANNOUNCING THE BOOK FOR SALE ON A PRE­
PUBLICATION BASIS, AND SHOULD THIS SALES PROGRAM FAIL HE WOULD ACCEPT HALF THE LOSS AND 
WE WOULD OWE HIM $250. AFTER A FEW MONTHS WE HAD TAKEN IN AROUND $6,000.00 WHICH WAS 
ABOUT $3,000.00 SHORT OF WHAT WAS REQUIRED TO PRINT, BIND, PACKAGE AND MAIL 1,000 COPIES.



Although they had no idea of where the required money was to come from should we fail, 
THE FOUR CLUB OFFICERS AND FIVE OF THE SIX DIRECTORS SIGNED A CONTRACT FOR THE PRINT­
ING, AND THE GREAT PROJECT WAS LAUNCHED.

The World Press was a relatively small company and was unable to tie up the considerable
WEIGHT OF TYPE METAL REQUIRED FOR SETTING THE VERY EXTENSIVE TEXT. THUS THE TYPE SET 
FOR EARLIER SECTIONS OF THE BOOK WAS MELTED DOWN AFTER PAGES HAD BEEN RUN, TO PROVIDE 
TYPE METAL FOR THE LATER SECTIONS OF THE BOOK. BECAUSE OF THIS ONE FACT, THE CLUB HAD 
TO DECIDE WELL IN ADVANCE HOW MANY COPIES TO HAVE RUN WITHOUT KNOWING THE BOOK WOULD 
BE A GREAT SUCCESS. ALSO BECAUSE OF THIS, WE WERE UNABLE TO PRINT ANY ADDITIONAL COPIES 
WHEN THE BOOK DID SELL OUT IN THE FALL OF 1950. THIS MAY SOUND LIKE A "SHOESTRING" OPERA­
TION, AND THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT IT WAS. We WERE NOT IN THE PUBLISHING BUSINESS THEN, AND 
WE ARE NOT IN IT TODAY.

With each successive publication, the club increased the quantity of books printed, 
WITHOUT DECREASING THE QUALITY. THERE WAS MUCH WRANGLING AMONG THE DIRECTORS AND 
OFFICERS BEFORE WE WERE ABLE TO ARRIVE AT A FIGURE OF 2,750 COPIES OF RAILS AROUND GOLD
HILL, WITH SOME MEMBERS STATING PUBLICLY THAT THE CLUB WOULD NEVER SELL THAT MANY. THE
4,000 copies of the PICTORIAL SUPPLEMENT TO DENVER SOUTH PARK & PACIFIC was considered 
a VERY BOLD VENTURE AT THE TIME. By THE TIME COLORADO MIDLAND CAME ALONG THE DIRECTORS 
AND OFFICERS DARED TO GAMBLE ON 6,000 COPIES AND THIS BOOK WAS IN STOCK AND AVAILABLE FOR 
THE VERY REASONABLE PRICE OF $14.00 FOR APPROXIMATELY THREE YEARS. It SHOULD BE POINTED 
OUT THAT THE COST OF SUCH A VENTURE IS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF $70,000, WHICH ISA GREAT 
DEAL OF MONEY AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR A GROUP OF AMATEUR PUBLISHERS TO BE CONFRONTED WITH.

I

One of our recent club presidents was most anxious to reprint the original South Park
BOOK USING THE PHOTO COPY OFFSET PROCESS, THINKING THAT SUCH A REPRINTING WOULD TAKE THE 
HEAT OFF THE CLUB. SAMPLES HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN OBTAINED USING THIS PROCESS AND THE 
QUALITY OF THE REPRINT CAME NO WHERE NEAR THAT OF THE ORIGINAL. On A COST-PER-PAGE FIGURE 
ADDED TO PRESENT DAY BINDING COSTS, THE CLUB WOULD HAVE TO PAY FROM $20 TO $22 PER COPY.
IT WAS DECIDED AT A BOARD MEETING THAT OUR REPUTATION AS AN ORGANIZATION THAT ISSUES ONLY 
QUALITY RAILROAD HISTORIES WOULD BE LOST AND THAT ONCE THE BUYING PUBLIC SAW WHAT THEY 
WERE PAYING $25 TO $27 FOR, THE CLUB WOULD END UP WITH A LARGE NUMBER OF LOW QUALITY 
BOOKS (WE WOULD HAVE TO PRINT AROUND 5,000 TO OBTAIN THIS PRICE), A DAMAGED REPUTATION 
AND A BIG PRINTING BILL.

None of the people involved in the original printing have any books they are holding for
later SALE AT A PRICE EVEN HIGHER THAN THOSE QUOTED TODAY (AROUND $400). THE CLUB IS 
NOT INTERESTED IN WHAT THE PRICE GOES TO SINCE THERE ARE NO BOOKS TO SELL. THOSE IN­
VOLVED IN THE ORIGINAL PUBLICATION ARE ADMITTEDLY PROUD THAT THE BOOK WAS SUCH A SUCCESS. 
We ONLY WISH THAT AT THE TIME THE CLUB HAD BEEN SUFFICIENTLY AFFLUENT TO HAVE PRINTED 
5,000 COPIES. AS IT WAS, WE WERE EXTREMELY FORTUNATE IN BEING ABLE TO PUT OUT 1,000.

R. H. KlNDIG 
E. J. Haley

Editors

MAGMA. ARIZONA We have recently been informed that the Magma, Arizona RR has gone diesel with an 
800 HP engine, a 1952 Baldwin switch engine that came from the Henderson Lumber Co. in 
Oregon. To this has been added another 800 HP Baldwin from the McCloud River Lumber Co., 
in Calif.

The 20th Century Fox has been filming a picture in which the #5 will appear, with several
NUMBER CHANGES TO GIVE THE APPEARANCE OF SEVERAL ENGINES APPEARING IN THE FILM.

RAILROAD QUIET. BIDDERS BUSY is the caption of an article from the Silverton Standard of October 
17, 1969. "While winter and the absence of a formal certificate of abandonment serve 
as preservatives for the Denver and Rio Grande Western narrow gauge links between Alamosa, 
Durango and Farmington, three governmental units and an unknown number of private indi­
viduals continue to remain very much aware of the rail line - BUT without significant 
result to date.
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'The RAILROAD WAS GIVEN APPROVAL IN JULY TO ABANDON THE LINES, BUT THIS WAS CONTINGENT 
UPON CERTAIN RATE CONSIDERATIONS RELATED TO R10 GRANDE MOTORWAY WHICH HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
MET, AND THUS TECHNICAL, COMPLETE ABANDONMENT HAS NOT BEEN ACHIEVED.

'Perhaps the most significant single gathering since the July order was a meeting about
A MONTH LATER AT ChAMA N.M., BETWEEN THE STATE GOVERNMENTS OF COLORADO AND NEW MEXICO, 
EACH OF WHOM HAVE ESTABLISHED STATUTORY COMMISSIONS TO INVESTIGATE AND OPERATE RAIL­
ROADS, BUT EACH OF WHICH ARE ON UNFAMILIAR GROUND.

'At THAT CHAMA MEETING, D&RG ATTORNEY ERNEST PORTER SAID THE RAILROAD HAD DECIDED THE 
NET SALVAGE VALUE OF THE LINE WAS $1.3 MILLION, AND THAT IF ANYBODY WAS THINKING ABOUT 
WHAT THE RAILROAD WANTED OUT OF THE THING THAT WAS A GOOD PLACE TO START.

'Jackson Clark of Durango, one of the three appointed lay members of the Colorado Rail­
road Authority, said Colorado Gov. John Love asked Porter at the Chama meeting if the 
railroad would.hold off on salvage of the line until the state authorities could estab­
lish themselves.
THAT FORMALLY IT WAS UNABLE TO DISMANTLE ANYTHING 
LENGTH OF TIME."

Clark said that Porter replied the railroad was in no particular rush,'
AND THAT IT COULD WAIT A "REASONABLE

'Clark, whose two lay colleagues on the Colorado group are Rep. Clarence Quinlan of 
Antonito and Alamosa Journal publisher Ken Green, said the state authorities are current­
ly exploring two avenues at the instruction of the respective governors:

Departments of revenue are looking into forming a mutual negotiating committee
TO HANDLE FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS IN THE EVENT THE STATES WISH TO TALK ABOUT 
BUYING THE LINES, AND
The RESPECTIVE ATTORNEYS GENERAL ARE INVESTIGATING FORMING A COMPACT FOR OPERA­
TION OF THE RAILROAD UNDER JOINT STATE OWNERSHIP.

1.

2.

'Meanwhile, the National Park Service is continuing its study of the lines - frankly
WORKING CLOSELY WITH A New MEXICO CITIZENS GROUP WHICH HAS CONSISTENTLY ADVOCATED THIS

Clark said it appears this study is encompassing the Silverton
BRANCH AS WELL, BUT HE SAID PREDICTABLE RED TAPE IS EVIDENT, AND SOME OFFICIALS HAVE 
REPORTEDLY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THIS AVENUE COULD TAKE FAR LONGER THAN ANY OTHER APPROACH.

AS THE BEST APPROACH.

Meanwhile, the railroad has at least one offer to buy from a private individual - Tom
who reiteratedHinman, California financier ex-of-Denver, who was at the Chama meeting 

HE HAD made AN OFFER TO THE D&RGW AND WHO SAID HE WOULD NOT SAY HOW MUCH HE HAD OFFERED.
Hinman has been trying to buy the lines literally for years, and is blunt about his
INTENTION TO OPERATE A TOURIST LINE BETWEEN CHAMA AND EITHER ANTONITO OR PREFERABLY 
CUMBRES, AND FORGET THE.REST OF THE LINE.

'What is likely is that there are other private offers as well, but none are public at
THIS POINT."

THE CHICAGO SUN-TIMES of October 30, 1969, in an article by William Granger informs us that
"Transportation Sec. John Volpe has called for the revival of long-distance railroad
PASSENGER SERVICE.

'Wednesday he predicted that within a decade, efficient passenger trails will operate
FROM COAST TO COAST IN 12 HOURS.
'He IS ONE OF THE FIRST PUBLIC OFFICIALS TO PROPOSE IMPROVED PASSENGER SERVICE FOR 
OTHER THAN "SHORT HAUL" SYSTEMS.
'The former Massachusetts governor said he opposed nationalization of the railroads but
HE SAID he WAS STUDYING A CORPORATION CONCEPT WITH THE RAILROADS THAT MIGHT INVOLVE 
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.
'Volpe said a special report on saving the railroads will be released by his department 
early next year.
’He said, "Some write off long-haul passenger service as dead. I don't. I have changed

MY MIND about IT WITHIN THE PAST YEAR."



'He said within five years rail passenger service will be greatly improved.
MENT IS NOW INVOLVED ON COOPERATIVE RESEARCH ON DESIGNS OF NEW RAIL TRANSPORTATION."
'He PREDICTED THAT WITHIN TWO YEARS AIR CUSHION TRAINS - USING TRACKS NOW IN EXISTENCE - 
WILL BE OPERATING IN SOME AREAS.
""People have accepted the Metroliner trains that now operate between Washington D.C. 
and New York City within 2 £ hours," he said.

'This nation cannot accept the luxury of not having railroad transportation.

"The govern-

t 1 Without
I don't know what we would do in the case of war involving large scale movement of'T,

TROOPS AND SUPPLIES," HE SAID.
'He also said an imbalance HAS BEEN CREATED BETWEEN MONEY FOR highways and money for

He noted the administration's proposed Mass Transportation ActRAPID TRANSIT SYSTEMS.
WOULD GENERATE SOME $15 BILLION IN PRIVATE AND GOVERNMENT FUNDS FOR SUCH SYSTEMS WITHIN 
THE NEXT 12 YEARS."

AGAIN FROM THE Silverton Standard of October 17, 1969,
"No MATTER HOW YOU LOOK AT it, 1969 WAS ANOTHER RECORD SUMMER FOR THE DENVER AND RlO
Grande Western's narrow gauge, "The Silverton."
'Railroad figures - from the office of Frank E. Long, passenger traffic manager 
the 1969 total as 97,010. This is an icrease of 6,286 persons over the previous 
record in 1968.
'The railroad's news release on the season, which notes that the line is "often referred 
to as 'the train that goes nowhere and takes all day to get there
operated from June l through October 5 this year, with two sections daily from June 18 
through August 31 over the roadbed completed in 1882...."

record

I !t points out the train

SWAP 'N SHOP Personal ads are accepted from members for items to be listed for sale or trade or 
We cannot enter into correspondence concerning an item

Send your listing to the Editor by the 20th of the month
nor will we appraiseWANTED.

ITEMS TO, BE OFFERED FOR SALE. 
PRECEDING PUBLICATION.

PENNSYLVAN IA Railroad switch lamp (oil fired) has PRR emblem used and dusty, but
targets-white and amberOK. porcelain targets have a few chipped places

$55 PLUS packing and transportation. 
2724 North Concord St., Colorado Springs, Colo.

lenses-green and amber 
L. R. Orton 80907

BORROW: Would like to borrow in order to copy and use for publication annual 
passes of the Manitou & Pike's Peak Ry. before 1895. Or will buy.
Morris W. Abbott, 33 Driftwood Lane, Milford, Conn. 06460

THOT FOR THE DAY The trouble is absence of thought.
H. W. Newton.

Most folks have presence of mind.

J. L„ Ehernberger, President 

Carl E. C. Carlson, Vice President

R. A. Cordill, Secretary

Ane 0. Clint, Treasurer


