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MEETING NOTICE: Date . . 
Time . . 
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PROGRAM NOTES: The program for the June meeting will be provided by Mr. Kent Bolerjack, who will 
give an illustrated talk on the evolution of the steam locomotive.
The second part of the meeting will be a 16mm movie entitled "The End of an Era" 
showing the last steam logging operations in the Pacific Northwest on the 
properties of the Rayonier Company.

* * * **

NARROW GAUGE TRIP The Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad has permitted the Club to run a fan trip 
over the Durango-Silverton line on Sunday, September 6, 1970. The train will be the second 
section of the two trains that run to Silverton and will leave Durango at 9:30 a.m. This run 
will also include photo stops. Fares are ADULTS - $7.50, CHILDREN - $5.00

* * * **

THE FATE OF THE abandoned Antonito to Durango and Farmington narrow gauge line is still undecided.
The Colorado commission has indicated its willingness to close the deal with the Rio Grande for 
the Antonito - Chama portion of the line. However, the New Mexico commission was undecided on 
its portion of the deal as of 23 May 1970, stating that only $31,000 would remain for refur­
bishing THE EQuiDMENT AND TRACK IF COLORADO AND NEW MEXICO WERE TO CLOSE THE CONTRACT WITH THE 
railroad. The New Mexico commission felt that $31,000 was nowhere nearly sufficient to restore
THE EQUIPMENT AND THE LINE AND PAY OPERATING EXPENSES.

Meanwhile the railroad is soliciting scrap bids for the remaining portion of the line from 
Chama, N. M. west to Durango, Colorado and Farmington, New Mexico. The railroad states that
IT WILL LOSE MONEY ON THE SCRAP VALUE OF THE REMAINING LINE IF IT WAITS ANY LONGER. An OPTION 
ON THE REMAINING PORTION OF THE LINE FROM CHAMA WEST, TENDERED BY THE COLORADO COMMISSION WAS 
TURNED DOWN BY THE RAILROAD. THE COLORADO COMMISSION NOW PLANS TO ASK THE FORD FOUNDATION FOR 
$500,000 TO PURCHASE THE REMAINING NARROW GAUGE RIGHT-OF-WAY OUTRIGHT.

** * * *

DENVER PACIFIC’S IOQth ANNIVERSARY will be on June 24th. The first railraod to enter Denver was the 
Denver Pacific, constructed from Cheyenne, Wyoming, on the Union Pacific main line during 1869 
and 1870. The grading began at Denver on May 18, 1868, while the first rail was laid at 
Cheyenne on September 13, 1869. Headed southward toward Denver the track was extended slowly, 
REACHING THE NORTHERN LIMITS ON JUNE 19, 1870. THREE DAYS LATER THE DENVER PACIFIC WAS COM­
PLETED at J (19th) Street between Wazee andWynkoop Streets. The first train arrived from



Cheyenne on the 23rd, though the last-spike and last-rail ceremonies, together with the 
LAYING OF THE DEPOT'S CORNERSTONE, WERE CELEBRATED ON THE 24TH. ALTHOUGH THE D.P. WAS OWNED
by Kansas Pacific people, it survived until 1880 when it was then absorbed into the Union 
Pacific.
1970 MARKS A year OF VARIOUS RAILROAD CENTENNIALS IN COLORADO, AND WE HOPE TO KEEP YOU INFORMED

The above information was supplied by Bob LeMassena, who isOF THESE as THE YEAR PROGRESSES.
PREPARING A PUBLICATION ON THE EARLY RAILROADS OF COLORADO.

* ** * *

PASSENGER TRAIN SCHEDULES in the Denver area are still somewhat accomodating, and the rail enthusiasts
It is the revenue on the regu-should take advantage of these regular trains while they last, 

lar operations that tell the story to the I.C.C. when time reaches for the RAILROADS to ask for
their removals.

In all cases, except for the Zephyr, a person can make one-day jaunts, with daylight rides as
WELL, IN THREE DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS, OVER TWO RAILROADS. FOR AN EXAMPLE, THE UNION PACIFIC'S
City of Kansas City leaves from Denver at 7:30 a.m. and is switched into the other 'Cities'
train at Cheyenne. It is possible to go on to Laramie, then laying over briefly, returning on the
OPPOSITE TRAIN INTO DENVER AT 7:30 P.M. ALSO, THE UNION PACIFIC TRAIN NUMBER 118 EASTWARD OUT OF
Denver at 8:00 a.m. over the old K.P. to about Oakley, Kansas, where you can wait for its counter-

'! :BARI..'NUMBER 117, ARRIVING BACK INTO DENVER AT 9:00 P.M. THIS RUN GIVES YOU AN OPPORTUNITY AT 
'Mixed Train' riding, which is becoming a rarity in this day and age. The Santa Fe schedule out 
of Denver at 3:30 p.m. to LaJunta and returning into Denver at 12:30 a.m. is a nice quick train 
ride for those who like a little evening ride thrown IN AS WELL.

The Rio Grande's Zephyr (formerly California Zephyr) schedule operates perfectly for anyone who
WANTS A TWO DAY TRIP, WITH A LAY-OVER AT GLENWOOD SPRINGS OR GRAND JUNCTION. THIS SCHEDULE
leaves from Denver at 6:30 a.m. on Saturdays and returns on its eastward trip at 11:00 p.m. on 
Sundays each and every week.

Also, for those who like to spend a night somewhere, it is possible to take the Burlington's 
Denver Zephyr to McCook, leaving Denver at 3:00 p.m. every day, and returning at 9:40 a.m.
Or even the Union Pacific's City of Denver toward North Platte, on a similar schedule.

True, that the train trips are perhaps not as much fun as a steam trip
OF RAILROADING IN A DAY OVER MOST ANY OF THE MENTIONED TRIPS
TAKE A TRAIN.

BUT YOU CAN SEE PLENTY
SUPPORT THE RAILROADS, AND

* * -* •* *

SWAP J_N SHOP Personal ads are accepted from members for items to be listed for sale or trade or 
wanted. We CANNOT enter into correspondence concerning an item, nor will we appraise items 
to be offered for sale. Send your listings to the Editor by the 20th of the month preceding 
publication.

WANTED: Would like to buy copy of "Time Exposure" by Wm. H. Jackson. 
Dow Helmers 1930 Greenwood, Pueblo, Colorado 81003

* * ** *
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