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. . Tuesday, March 11, 1975 

. . 7:45 P.H.

. . Southeast wing of Christ Episcopal Church, 
2900 S. University at Bates; offstreet park­
ing at rear(east) of meeting hall.

MEETING NOTICE: Date . . 
Time . . 
Place

The program for March will be:PROGRAM NOTES:

Europe from a Train Window
Erwin Chaims will treat us to a potpourri of slides taken on a rail tour of Europe 
during the summer of 1971. The program will encompass sights in England, Germany, 
France, and Switzerland.
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UNION PACIFIC 4-6-6-4 CHALLENGER NO. 3985 AT CHEYENNE, WYOMING, ON JANUARY 22, 1975



THE FEBRUARY PROGRAM was a double barrel "shot in the arm" for narrow gauge enthusiasts and others who 
"packed the house" for the double feature presentation. Leading off the program portion of the
MEETING WERE SCENES FROM THE FAMOUS OTTO PERRY MOVIES INCLUDING THE SAN JuAN AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
ALONG ITS ROUTE. ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAILROAD CLUB EXCURSIONS INCLUDING A RI 0 GRANDE NARROW GAUGE TRIP 
WITH OVER A DOZEN CARS INCLUDING THE SlLVER VlSTA, THE SOUTH PARK AT KENOSHA PASS , THE PlKES PEAK 
Cog Railway prior to the elimination of steam power and many more views to numerous to mention.

Following the Otto Perry selection we were privileged to view a showing by Mr. William L. Loeffler 
of "Rivers of Silver, Ribbons of Steel", a 25 minute 16mm color and sound motion picture production
CONCENTRATING ON THE HISTORY OF THE NARROW GAUGE RAILROADS IN THE WEST. The FILM IS DESIGNED FOR 
SHOWING TO VIEWERS IN A TELEVISION AUDIENCE WHO ARE NOT FAMILIAR WITH MOUNTAIN RAILROADING. It 
IS AN ENJOYABLE RETROSPECTIVE LOOK AT THE REASON FOR THE NARROW GAUGE FORM OF RAILROADING AND 
THE IMPORTANCE IT PLAYED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE WESTERN U.S. INCLUDED IN THE SCENES WERE RARE 
SEQUENCES OF A UiNTAH TRAIN WORKING UP BAXTER PASS, A ROTARY SNOWPLOW OPERATION ON CuMBRES PASS 
AND A TOURIST TRAIN RUNNING OVER THE GEORGETOWN LOOP FILMED BY THE BlOGRAPH STUDIO IN 1903. RECENT 
FILMS TAKEN OF THE S 5 LVERTON TRAIN PORTRAYED HOW IT IS STILL POSSIBLE TO RIDE A TRAIN SIMILAR TO 
THOSE OF YEARS AGO THAT PROVIDED THE ONLY DECENT FORM OF TRANSPORTATION INTO THE MOUNTAINS.

WE ARE INDEBTED TO Mr. LOEFFLER, WHO PRODUCED THE FILM, FOR ARRANGING HIS PERSONAL SCHEDULE SO 
THAT HE COULD SHOW THE FILM AT THE MEETING. Mr. LOEFFLER TEACHES MOTION PICTURE PRODUCTION AND 
IS ENVOLVED WITH EDUCATIONAL TV. He IS PRESENTLY WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION ARTS OF
the New York Institute of Technology, Long Island, New York and stopped in Denver for the meeting
WHILE ON HIS WAY TO THE WEST COAST. WHEN THE USE OF THE GEORGETOWN LOOP, UI NTAH AND CuMBRES PASS 
FOOTAGE FOR THE PRODUCTION OF THE FILM WAS COMPLETED, Mr. LOEFFLER DONATED IT TO THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
Railroad Club film library. The sequences are of high quality and were meticulously copied from 
THE ORIGINAL 35MM NITRATE FILM IN THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS.

It WAS CERTAINLY AN ENJOYABLE EVENING FOR ALL AND WE THANK Mr. LOEFFLER FOR HIS TIME AND EFFORT 
IN BRINGING "RlVERS OF SlLVER, RlBBONS OF STEEL" TO DENVER FOR OUR VIEWING PLEASURE.

*******

UNION PACIFIC CHALLENGER No. 3985 is shown in the front page photo on the turntable at Cheyenne
Shortly afterward the engine wasGLISTENING UNDER THE WINTER SUN IN A FRESH COAT OF NEW PAINT.

MOVED BY DIESEL OVER TEMPORARY TRACKAGE TO A DISPLAY AREA JuST WEST OF THE DEPOT, AS IS SHOWN IN
Jim Ehernberger of Cheyenne supplied these pictures of the operation.the smaller view.

*******

HAVE YOU RECEIVED your membership card???? All 1975 membership cards have been sent to those members
WHO HAVE PAID their dues. If you have not received yours, why NOT STICK A CHECK in AN envelope 
AND MAIL IT IN RIGHT AWAY. $3.00 PER YEAR, $4.00 FOR NEW MEMBERS. YOUR CARD WILL THEN BE 
FORWARDED PROMPTLY.

*******
A SUPPLEMENT TO THE 1974 CLUB ROSTER is enclosed which you might want to fold and put in with your

We welcome all of the new members who joined since last summer and look 
forward to their participation in our activities.
copy of the roster.

*******

THIS WILL BE THt LAST NEWSLETTER printed through the efforts of Ane Clint. Ane has accepted this
chore and its responsibility for over 15 consecutive years, not only the printing END, But the

It is this sort of dedication and selflessfinal typing of the text for printing and the folding, 
spirit demonstrated by Ane and others that has helped the Club grow and prosper, benefiting its

She is also a past treasurer of the Club and is currently serving on the 
It's difficult to adequately express it, but from all of us, Ane, thanks!

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS.
Board of Directors.

*******
A BIT OF MISFORTUNE struck the Intermountain Chapter's trip behind the 8444 on February 15, The

excursion left Denver in a light snow that morning and proceeded north without incident into the



■%

clearing skies cf Wyoming. As the engine was about to begin the first photo runby near Lynch, Wyoming, 
A SUDDEN STEAM LEAK IN THE FRONT OF THE LOCOMOTIVE RESULTED IN A LOSS OF POWER. ThE TRAIN WAS ABLE 
TO BACK DOWNGRADE TO CHEYENNE WHERE THE FAMOUS STEAMER WAS REMOVED AND PLACED IN THE ROUNDHOUSE. In 
THE MEANTIME, THE TWO UP PASSENGER DIESELS THAT PULLED THE PASSENGER CARS TO DENVER FROM COUNCIL 
Bluffs were called and proceeded to Cheyenne to supply heat and power. The special left Chevenne 
at 3:30 pm for Laramie with time for two photo runbys enroute. Although the "E" units looked sharp 
IN THEIR SPOTLESS UNION PACIFIC PAINT SCHEME, THEY COULD HARDLY FILL THE SHOES OF THE 8444. A 
quick turnaround in Laramie and an uneventful return put the trip back into Denver about 10:30 pm.

vc-

On Saturday, a week later, the engine, along with the UP flat car outfitted with flags that went 
to Spokane last year and a caboose, was steamed up and came down to participate in the kickoff of 
Greeley's involvment in the Colorado Centennial and the United States' Bicentennial celebration. 
Because of the serious problem with the 8444, it was still unable to move under its own power 
and was towed from Cheyenne by a diesel. The engine and flag car were parked on the west side of 
the depot as speakers, bands and marching units displayed their talents NEARBy.

Latest work indicates the engine will be returned to service if parts can be obtained and repair
The problem is located in the right cylinder.costs can be kept at a minimum.

* * *

EXCELLENT WEATHER arrived in time for the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Rotary Snowplow Special which
operated on February 1 and 2 out of Chama, N.M. The plow train progressed about three miles the 
first day. Progress was slowed somewhat the second day due to encountering the start of the heavy 
grade to the pass. Onlv after several of the cars were dropped was the consist able to make progress, 
stopping short of "Weed City" south of Lobato Trestle. A quick "head" count at one point revealed 
50 TO 60 CARS FOLLOWING the PROGRESS FROM THE HIGHWAy.

The Special, with its passengers, returned to Chama in mid-afternoon on both days, Saturday 
EVENING 114 PEOPLE ATTENDED A DINNER SERVED BUFFET STYLE IN THE RAINBOW THEATER. FoR THE UN­
INITIATED IT MIGHT BE MENTIONED THAT THE RAINBOW IS TO ChAMA WHAT THE DENVER COLISEUM IS TO DENVER.
Located near the heart of downtown Chama (easy to get to, also) it's a functional little building
THAT SERVES AS A THEATER, POOL HALL, BASKETBALL COURT, DANCE HALL, MEETING ROOM, ETC., (NOT 
NECESSARILY ALL AT THE SAME TIME). ThE DINNER WAS FOLLOWED WITH THE SHOWING OF TWO FINE FILMS,
"Ticket to Tomahawk", filmed in the Durango and Silverton areas on the D&RGW and the RGS and 
featuring RGS ten wheeler No. 20 now owned by the Club and on display at the Colorado Railroad 
Museum and another film starring Buster Keaton in the classic silent movie about the Great 
Locomotive Chase.

Visitors to the C&TS that weekend came from far and near. Perhaps one award for distance might
go to two Canadians from...__Sarnia, Ontario. (You thought it was going to say "from Canada"
didn't you??) Doug Short, a member of the Rocky Mountain Railroad Club, and a companion, James 
Hopper made the journey to Chama. Doug writes that their trip was accomplished via Amtrak from 
Port Huron, Michigan to Denver, then bus to Colorado Springs where they joined Harold Seely and 
L. Orton for the last leg of the expedition. Doug took several hundred feet of 16mm color film 
for two Canadian TV stations. These stations, one of Canada's largest in Toronto, the other in 
Windsor, Ontario serving the Detriot area, featured the Rotary event as news specials for their 
viewers. Doug and Jim were quite impressed with both Amtrak and C&TS operations and gave an 
A-i rating.

A total of 97 FARE PAYING PASSENGERS RODE BEHIND THE PLOW WHILE 74 OF THOSE FOLLOWING ON THE HIGHWAy 
SHOWED THEIR SUPPORT BY PRUCHASING 'PACER PASSES. It SEEMS THAT A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL. The 
PEOPLE AT THE C&TS CERTAINLY DESERVE A PAT ON THE BACK FOR THE TIME AND EFFORT PUT IN TO MAKE THE 
RUN, THE DINNER & PROGRAM AND THE OTHER ARRANGEMENTS SUCCESSFUL AND MEMORABLE.

* * . ** *

IN OTHER CUMBRES & TOLTEC SCENIC NEWS......The Rotary OM and Engine No. 487 were fired up again a
WEEK later FOR the FILMING OF A JOHN DEERE SNOWMOBILE COMMERCIAL. That ACTIVITY LASTED FROM THE 
9TH THROUGH THE 17TH AND RESULTED IN THE TRAiN OPENING THE LINE AS FAR AS CRESCO, NINE RAIL MILES
north of Chama. Filming was done at Cresco with a train consisting of Engine 487, ex-RPO car,



The commercial is scheduled to be released next August.2 BOXCARS, A GONDOLA AND CABOOSE.

A private engineering firm hired by the Colorado and New Mexico Railroad Authorities inspected
the PHYSICAL PLANT OF THE LINE FROM ANTON[TO TO ChAMA. SHOULD IT BE DECIDED TO APPLY FRA CLASS 

1 STANDARDS TO THE RAILROAD (i.E. TRACK GOOD FOR 15 MPH RUNNING) AS A GUIDELINE FOR A LONG RANGE 
MAINTENANCE PROGRAM, THE LARGEST ITEM OF WORK TO BE DONE WOULD BE IN THE IMMEDIATE REPLACEMENT OF 
2,200 DEFECTIVE TIES IN THE A.NTON! TO-Ch AMA MAIN LINE TRACK.

The C&TS schedule for the 1975 season will show steam operations every Saturday and Sunday from 
July 5 through October 12 over the entire length of the line with a bus return. In July and 
August additional steam powered runs will be made on Tuesdays and Wednesdays over the line with 
a return by bus. The May and June schedule will be decided upon in the near future.

* * -H- * * *

TURNING POINT - 1975 appears to be an important year for the future of the Platte River Valley near 
downtown Denver and the Denver Union Station. The Burlington Northern has been making plans, 
not all of them made public yet, for a huge one billion dollar commercial and residential de­
velopment, a "new city", in the 456 ACRE area now occupied by light industries and rail yards. 
Opposition has been voiced by certain groups and interests against such a plan that would result 
in the demolition of Union Station and wall to wall concrete and high-rises along the Platte 
River. The BN plans a development that would contain office buildings, mini parks, shopping 
complexes and high-rise housing for 30,000 to 40,000 persons. Most everyone agrees the area 
NEEDS REHABILITATION, BUT SOME GROUPS SUCH AS PARC, A NORTHWEST DENVER ORGANIZATION, OPPOSES 
HIGH-RISE STRUCTURES IN THE VALLEY AND PROPOSED REALIGNMENT OF MAIN LINE TRACKS TO THE WEST BANK 
OF THE RIVER. THEY POINT OUT THAT THE RESULTS WOULD ISOLATE UNION STATION AND JEOPARDIZE PLANS 
FOR DEVELOPING PARK AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES ON THE RIVER'S WEST SIDE. ALTERNATE ROUTES FOR 
THE TRACKS HAVE BEEN SUGGESTED INCLUDING A COVERED TWO TRACK ROUTE TO THE DEPOT. ThE BN DOES 
NOT THINK TO HIGHLY OF THIS PLAN HOWEVER. PARC IS ALSO OBJECTING TO THE BN'S LACK OF PUBLICITY 
ON THESE PROJECTS, KEEPING THE CITY GOVERNMENT AND THE PUBLIC SOMEWHAT IN THE DARK AND CALLING 
ALL THE SHOTS FOR THE FUTURE USE OF THE VALLEY.

The fate of Denver Union Station
IN THE PROJECT.
NEW TRACK ALIGNMENT.
BUILDING OPPOSE SUCH A MOVE.

A FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED HISTORIC LANDMARK,
The BN advocates building a smaller depot on the west bank of the river on the

IS ALSO AT STAKE

A NUMBER OF GROUPS INTERESTED IN THE PRESERVATION AND USE OF THE HISTORIC
One organization, Plan Metro Denver, advocates the use of the

airport
Its location downtown,

THE ECONOMIC BENEFIT IT WOULD BRING TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD AND THE CONVENIENCE AND EFFECIENCY OF 
HAVING THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION TERMINALS TOGETHER ARE THE PRIME REASONS FOR PMD'S POSITION. 
PMD IS CURRENTLY CIRCULATING A PETITION TO PLACE ON THE May 20 BALLOT BEFORE THE VOTERS A
Charter Amendment mandating the city to acquire Union Station and take steps to insure its

DEPOT AS a TRANSPORTATION CENTER COMBINING RAIL, LOCAL AND INTERSTATE BUS SERVICE 
SHUTTLES AND OTHER REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES UNDER ONE ROOF.

DEVELOPMENT INTO A TRANSPORTATION CENTER.

A MEMBER OF PLAN METRO DENVER WILL BE AT THE MARCH MEETING TO BRIEFLY OUTLINE THE ORGANIZATION'S 
GOALS AND TO ALLOW THOSE PRESENT WHO RESIDE IN THE CITY OF DENVER TO SIGN THE PETITION IF THEY 
SO DESI RE.
CITY IN THE DEPOT'S FUTURE.

10,000 SIGNATURES ARE NEEDED BY MARCH 15 IF THE VOTERS ARE TO DECIDE THE ROLE OF THE

** * *

MAYBE A PIECE OF CLOTHESLINE WOULD'VE WORKED BETTER! - Amtrak public relations took it on the chin
RECENTLY, AT LEAST IN THE DENVER NEWS MEDIA, WHEN THE CHICAGO BOUND SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHyR CAME 
UNCOUPLED FROM THE ENGINES THAT WERE PULLING IT. ONCE IN NEBRASKA WASN'T ENOUGH, IT HAPPENED
again in Illinois, The newspapers gave a generally humorous treatment to the occurence with
SUCH PHRASES AS "PASSENGERS LEFT UP TRACK WITHOUT ENGINE" AND "A FUNNY THING HAPPENED WHEN
Amtrak was on the way to Chicago last week". The culprit was reportedly a drawbar on an engine 
BEING MOVED FROM IDAHO TO THE NORTHEAST. The ENGINE WAS NONE OTHER THAN D&H AlCO PASSENGER 
UNIT No, 19 RETURNING FROM MORRISON-KnuDSEN. THE UNIT LAID OVER IN DENVER ONE NIGHT AND RAISED 
quite a few eyebrows with its distinctive body style and paint scheme. It presumably raised



quite a few eyebrows (and eyelids) while enroute to Chicago as well, 
separated a brakeman was heard saying it was the first time in 34 years that he had been on a

Later on in the morning when it happened again he was heard saying

When the train first

'S
train that came uncoupled, 
that it was only the second time in 34 years that he had been on a train that came uncoupled!

*******

A LITTLE CLOSER EVERY DAY - Preliminary engineering studies are underway for the rebuilding of the 
high bridge on the Georgetown Loop. The bridge will be designed to resemble as closely as poss­
ible the original structure. Construction would begin as soon as the required funding can be
OBTAI NED.

*******

THE HISTORY OF SAPINERO, COLORADO is being explored by R. A. Santarelli of Gunnison. He would like 
to get in touch with anyone who has maps, railroad records, photographs, or other related items 
covering the period from the towns formation in 1881 to about 1915 or 1920. He would be grateful 
FOR ANY INFORMATION ON THIS TOWN IN WHICH HE GREW UP AND MAY BE CONTACTED AT P.0. BOX 717, 
Gunnison, Colorado 81230.

*******

WORK ON ANOTHER SEGMENT of Colorado history in the same neighberhood is underway by another Gunnison 
resident, Dr. Duane Vandenbusche at Western State College. Dr. Vandenbusche is working on a 
history of the Lake City branch of the Rio Grande for the Colorado Railroad Museum. The results 
are to be published in the 1976 edition of the "Colorado Rail Annual". Locating photos of the 
branch has proved to be quite difficult. He would like to get in contact with anyone who has
COPIES OF SUCH PHOTOS WHO WOULD BE WILLING TO LEND THEM FOR A WEEK OR SO UNTIL A COPY CAN BE 
MADE. If you CAN HELP, CONTACT Dr. VANDENBUSCHE, PROF. OF HISTORY, WESTERN STATE COLLEGE, 
Gunnison, Colorado 81230.

*******

THE CHICAGO & NORTHWESTERN RAILWAY DEPOT at Riverton, Wyoming is to be sold along with the land 
The railroad is requiring that the building be moved away from railway property if 

The building also houses a REA office and at one time provided living quarters
it's ON.
KEPT INTACT.
FOR the agent.

*******

THE UNION PACIFIC is to demolish its South Omaha station along with several other smaller buildings
It has been manyAND REPLACE THEM WITH A SMALLER PREFABRICATED STRUCTURE OR BAGGARE CAR BODY. 

YEARS SINCE PASSENGER TRAINS HAVE STOPPED AT THE DEPOT.

*******

NOW YOU CAN SKI ON THE TRAILS....SLEEP NEAR THE RAILS - Where in the good old USA can you ski during 
THE DAY AND SLEEP 20 FEET FROM AN ACTIVE RAILROAD YARD AT NIGHT? Why, RIGHT HERE IN THE HIGH 
country of Colorado in a town called Minturn. A while back the Whistle Stop Inn opened at Min-
TURN, REPLACING AN OLDER RAILROAD "Y” THAT SERVED TRAIN CREWS FOR MANY YEARS. MlNTuRN IS A 
CREW CHANGE POINT ON THE RlO GRANDE AND IS WHERE HELPER UNITS ARE ADDED TO THE FREIGHTS FOR THE 
STEEP CLIMB TO TENNESSEE PASS. ThE WHISTLE STOP INN CATERS TO THESE MEN AND PROVIDES ACCOM­
ODATIONS FOR THEM IN THE BRAND NEW TWO STORY BUILDING THAT HAS 84 UNITS AND A 24 HOUR REST­
AURANT FOR MOTEL GUESTS. HALF OF THE BUILDING IS USED BY RAILROAD CREWS, THE OTHER HALF BY 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC. All ROOMS HAVE BUNK BEDS. A SINGLE ROOM, FOR EXAMPLE, WITH ONE BUNK BED, 
TWO PEOPLE IS $11.00 PER DAY, $60.00 PER WEEK, SHARING A BATH WITH THE ROOM ON THE OTHER SIDE.
A DOUBLE ROOM WITH TWO SETS OF BUNK BEDS AND A PRIVATE BATH IS $16.00 PER DAY FOR TWO, $24.00 
PER DAY FOR FOUR.

So IF YOU WANT TO SHUN THE HUSTLE AND BUSTLE AND THE EXPENSEMINTURN IS ONLY 7 MILES FROM VAIL.



on Vail (which Minturn has little of either), if you can forgo the luxuries of the Haward Johnson's, 
AND IF YOU LJ.KE TRAINS, THIS COULD BE FOR YOU. It DOESN'T HAVE TO BE IN THE WINTER HOWEVER, OR 
EVEN A SKI TRIP, BUT ANY OCCASION THAT BRINGS YOU TO THAT NE1GHBERHOOD....BySI NESS, VACATION, OR 
OTHER REASONS. WHY, EVEN fF YOU'RE GETTING MARRIED, YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO WORK IT INTO YOUR HONEYMOON

plans! Well, perhaps not. She probably wouldn't go for you climbing out of your bunk all night
LONG TO LOOK OUT THE WINDOW EVERY TIME A FREIGHT GOES BY. ' SHE COULD EVEN GET UPSET ENOUGH TO 
INSIST FOR A TRADE.....THAT YOU TAKE THE "uPPER". BuT IT'S A THOUGHT...... 1SN'T IT??

*******

SWAP 'N SHOP - Personal ads are accepted from members for items to be listed for sale or trade or 
We cannot enter into any correspondence, NOR WILL WE APPRAISE items:wanted.

WANTED: A copy of Colorado Midland, Denver South Park and Denver South Park Supplemental 
PUBLISHED BY THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAILROAD CLUB.
Frank H. Stapleton, Jr. 10729 W. Warren Drive Lakewood, Colorado 80226

FOR SALE: Books, etc. from estate of club member, all in very good or better condition. Prices
are postpaid.
1969 UP calendar - the Fogg painting issue 
"Where Steam Still Serves" - 1961 booklet on the GW 
"Gulf to Rockies" - Overton 1953 
"Burlington West - Overton 1941

$ 4.00 
3.50

15.00
10.00 
10.00
8.00

14.00
15.00 
8.00

10.00
Englewood, Colo. 80110, or phone 303-781-8762.

"Diesels West, Power of the Burlington" - Morgan 
"Burlington Route" - Overton 1965 
"Granger Country" - Lewis & Pargellis 1949 
"The Trains We Rode", Vol. l, 1969 Beebe & Clegg 
"Railroading from the Rear End" - Farrington 1946 
May 1953 Official Guide

Sidney J. White 4760 So. Jason St.

FOR SALE: iNGERSOLL, Crest of the Continent - $15.00. Emp. TTs of the Santa Fe. Slaten Div. 
the GC&SFe Southern Div. & the Orient Ry of the 20's & 30's. Other RR plunder.
A. Von Blon 1111 Colcord Waco, Texas

$ 1.75 
1.75 
3.00 
1.75 
1.75 
1.75 
1.75

Please enclose (40^) cents to

FOR SALE: Trains in Transition - Beebe 
Highliners - Beebe 
Hear the Trains Blow - Beebe 
Highball - Beebe 
Highiron - Beebe 
Trolley Car Treasury - Rowsome 
The Great Iron Trail - Howard

All books are reprints but are in excellent condition, 
help the cost of shipping & handling.
Harry J. Wagner 111 E. Centennial Drive Centennial Lake Marlton, New Jersey 08053

BILL GORDON, SecretaryELD IN LARSEN, President

CARL E. C. CARLSON, TreasurerJAMES TROWBRIDGE, Vice-President


